THE BOOK OF REVELATION
“The ThriceHoly God’
Revelation 46b-11

Introduction

1. Prior to the description d “the throne” isthe cdl to Johnto “comeup hither” (v. 1). Thisisthe
expressonindicaing the pre-tribulation Rapture of the Church (cf. 1:13; 3:10; 4:2; 5:5; 13:6;
19:11-21).

2. Following the Rapture cdl, the focus in this chapter is on the word “throne” (vv. 2-6, 9, 10).
God's“throne” isthe center, but there ae “thrones’ associated with His.

3. Relating thisincredible enphasis are several prepositions. Consider: 1. On ( )
v.2. 2. Round( )w.3,4,6. 3. Out( V.5. 4.
Before ( ) w. 5, 10. Taking these prepositions, a

significant picture of God's Throne emerges.

4. Now comeswhat is“inthemidst . . .androundabou thethrone” (v. 6b). Thesetwo prepositions
state the aeaures occupied the four sides of the throne and share an integral part of it. The
trandation“beast” impliesferocity, but vitality would be more gpropriate, hencethepreferred
rendering “living ones.” Hereisthe record abou them:

1. THEIR NUMERATION v. 6

“Four” in Scripture is the signature of the world as “three” the signature of God. Think of four
divisions of the race(Rev. 7:9), four empires (Dan. 7), four judgments (Ezek. 14:21). Certain
rabbinicd writings suppat this. Thewhaole scene under heaven will bevisited with judgment, hence
the enployment of the number “four.” Thejudicial nature of God' sattributes are demonstrated here
through angels or men acording to His vereign will . So, these four living beings represent the
judicial authority of the throne in action.

2. THEIR COMPARISON v.7

The four living beings are likened (
to four credions. Similar likenesses are presented in Ezekiel (1:4-28; 10:1-22), in Numbers (2:1-
2:39), andin Revelation (21:10ff). Herethe aedionsrepresent different aspeds of His attributes:
Thelionisdivinemagjesty; the ox divine strength; man dvineintelli gence the ealedivine swiftness
These dl suggest God's faithful and full expresson d operation toward man in a judgmental
fashion.

3. THEIR QUALIFICATION wv.6,8

a Action
Thisis dgnified by thesix wings. Hereis supernatural adivity. By comparison, the aeaures
(Cherubim) of Ezekiel had four wings (1:4, 6), but the Seraphim of Isaiah had six ashere (Isa. 6:2).
Generally, Cherubim cared for the pullic governmental glory of God (Ezek 10) whil ethe Seraphim
cared for the holinessof God (Isa. 6). Theliving creauresof Revelation appea to be a ombination
(cf.wv. 8, 11).

b. Perception
Utili zing threeprepositi ons (before, behind, and within) Johnspesks of spiritual perception o
the governmental purposes of God inwardly, previously, and eventually.

4. THEIR EXPRESSON wv. 8,9
It isnoteworthy that the living ones exercise norelaxationin their happy worship of the Lord on
thethrone. They have ceaelessexpressonto Him. Thereisnoimperfedionin their service

a What They Say v,.8
1) Abou Hishdiness Thistrisagion. iseffedive worship of the Triune God -- Father, Son,

Holy Spirit. The utter transcendenceof Godin Hisunspeakable purity isthe opening doxology to
God aroundthe Throne.

2) Abou HisName. Theascriptionto God dstinguishesHim as Lord (Jehovah the Covenant
keeping God d Israd), God (Elohim the Credor-God o Israd) and Almighty (EI Shaddai the dl
sufficient sustaining satisfying omnipotent God d Israd). These ae dispensational notations for
God as Father isrelationa and namally aN.T. designation for the Church.

3) Abou His Eternality. Whil e denating Hisineff able being from eternity, the eschatologicd
significance of Revelationis accented by the phrase “Whoisto come” (present tense participle, cf.
1:4, 8). Think of it -- when Jesus returns, God returns (cf. Jn 149).

b. What They Give v.9
In this satement of praise, thereisathreefold phrase-- glory, hona, thanksin that order (cf.

v. 11 -- glory, hona, power). What apeon o praiseto God! The vitality of Godisviewed in the
participles “sat” (adudly “sitteth,” present tense) and “liveth.” Obviously He exists for eternity!
Helpfully, “thanks” is given here (cf. Ro. 1:21; Phil. 4:6; 1 Thess 5:18).

5. THEIR ASSOCIATION wv. 10,11
At the expressons of the living ones, the 24 elders are prompted to respond

a. What They Do

1) Fall Down. Theterrorsfrom the throne do nd movethe dders, but the expresgon o the
living ones movesthem diredly. Their prostrationis*“before” God onthe Throne.

2) Worship Thisverb ( ) means obeisance, reverence
Couged with the previous verb, thisis afar cry from the modern “worship” activity. Note this
worship relates to the eternal God. No fleshly norsense here.

3) Cast Actualy the aowns (victor crownscf. 2:10) are “thrown down” (
before the Throne. What was gained is given bad to the Giver!!

b. What Th v.11

Hereistherational for the “doing” of the previous verse.

1) Praise Thewords used arethe same asthose of theliving ones, savefor the replacement of
“power” for “thanks’ (cf. v. 9). Some texts expandthe addressfrom“O Lord” to “O Lord ou God
the Holy One.” Thereisno question bu that He is “worthy” to recéve the offered praise.

2) Resson Why shoud God be worshipped with such powerful words as recorded? The
reasonis that the total universe, “the dl things’ ( ) arethe
credion d God. Who can ever deny the dired credive a¢ of God |F he believes the Bible to be
God' s Word?

3) Purpase Thefull purposeisoutlined. The aedion d “the dl things’ were inthemind o
God gior to adua emergence Thus they “were aeaed” (eorist passve
). Thisverb tense pointsto an historicd event (Genesis) and nd a process

(evolution).

Conclusion
The enphatic personal pronoun®“Thou’ ( ) with the verb “creaed” showsHe done
isworthy. Credionisareason for worship and nd an apologetic discusson. Amen.



