THE BOOK OF REVELATION
“No Hiding Place”
Revelation 6:12-17

Introduction
1. Review it again, dea friend, the key to thisbodk (1:19). Johnwrote 1) Thethings e
(vv. 12-16). 2) Thethingswhich are (chap. 2, 3). 3) Thethings heredter (4-22).

2. The Rapture of the Church, the Body of Christ, is suggested by the phrase “Come up
hither” (4:1). Scripture dedares plainly that there will be a*“caching away” of the
beli evers of this Age of Grace(1 Thess 4:13-18).

3. After the Rapture, the 70th week of Daniel (9:24-27), also cdled the Tribulation (Mt.
24:27) will commence. This svenyea periodwill unleash God swrath against thosewho
have rejeded Christ.

4. The sed judgmentsfit into the Tribulation, Sed #1 unweil sthe Antichrist. Sed #2take
peacdromthe eath. Sed #3 lringsfamine/starvation. Sed #4 poursout deah (body) and
hades (soul). Sed #5 shows the martyrs of the Tribulation. Sed #6 considers the
environmental chaosto come. Seethe details of this 6th Sed.

1. The DESCRIPTION Provided wv. 12-14
a. About the EARTH
Thisis smethingto behold (

ap the 6th Sed is opened.

1) Earthquake The original text simply says “eathquake” (

) which is a gred shaking. Hereis a seismographic convulsion. The verb form
meansto shake, toss jolt, agitate. A similar physicd disturbanceisnoted at Mt. Sinai (Ex.
19:18), timeof Elijah (1 Kings19:11), deah of Christ (Mt. 27:50, 51) and at imprisonment
of Paul (Acts16:26). Theverb “was’ signifiesto “become” ( .

2) Mountaing/lIsland  Here ae feaful changesin the configuration of the eath.
The mountains and the islands are moved out of their places ( aorist
passve). Thewhole eath isaffeded, not someisolated area

b. About the HEAVENS

1) Thesun Rather than somethingbright and providingwarmth, the sunis pictured
like amourning garment with bladk cloth taken from a goat.

2) Themoon A full moonisindicaed by the term used in sometexts ( )
hencenot amoon in her crescent. It “bemmes’ as blood (cf. Joel 2:31; Acts 2:10).

3) Thestars Thesefell ( aorist ad.) to the eath.
This may signify falli ng stars, meteors, or well known cdestial stars being removed from
their placesin the sky. It is compared with afig treelosingits figs before they are ripe.
Understandably thisisan urtimely occasion caused by agrea wind. “Shaken” istheverb

form of “eathquake” (v. 12).

4) Heavren Hereis a vivid pcture of theheavens being parted o separated
( ) and rolled up asascroll (cf. Luke 4:17).
Thisevent contributesthe violent displacement of the eath’scrust (mountainsand idands).
This may well be some massve gyclone.

NOTE: Webelievethat when the plain sense of the Bible makes goodsense, we aenot to
look for some other sense. Hence, we accet theliterality of al recorded here. Thewhole
eath isbroken w affeding the entire eath and heavens.

2. TheIMPRESSON Effeded wv.15-17
With the unbeli evable physicd disturbances outlined, what affea doesthishave onthe
eath dwellers? Read: -

a. Onworld popilation v. 15
Severa categories of people aelisted here:

1) KingdGread Men Thisisareferenceto the gred statesmen and civil officers.
They arethe G-8 of today medingin Genoa.

2) Chief Captain  Hereis areferenceto the military in command of a garrison.

3) Rich/StrongMen Thisenumeration comprisesall of those whose drcumstances
have most ground for permanence of the existing state.

4) Bond/FreeMen Thiscaaogue beamesvery general. Here aethe cmmmon
lot.

b. Onworld conviction wvv. 15,16
One would think the caadysmic events described would provoke world-wide
repentance. Rather, every category of men in the socio-economic range now pray to nature
(") to intervene against Almighty God (). There is nothing so terrible & to come
before God's presence without the blood d God's Lamb (Jn 1:29).

c. Onworld destruction v. 17
The eents delineged mark “the Grea Day” (attributive position:
) suggestingan adual title-- “the Day, that Grea Day.” Itis
the day of the“Lamb’swrath.” The eorist verb isamost perfea in sensei.e. the day has
arrived. The rhetoricd question must be raised -- who is able to stand (aorist passve
infinitive). None mentioned in the text are ale (v. 15).

Conclusion

The sedsarethefirst series of judgments. Othersareto come (trumpets, vials). If everin
our lives we should think seriously about our future, it is now. Have you taken refuge
under the blood d Christ? Oh, may your answer be ax emphatic dfirmation. Scripture
says “now is the acceted time; behold now isthe day of salvation” ( 2 Cor. 6:2).



