THE BOOK OF REVELATION
Revelation 6:1-4

Key to the Book

The key to the Book of Revelation is at the doar (1:19). Inincludes: a Things e
(1:12-18). b. Thingswhichare(ch.2-3). c. Thingsheredter (ch. 4 - 22).

THIRD HEAVEN

Scripture spe&ks of thethird heaven (2 Cor. 12:2). Whileitslocationistotally unreveded,
it is obvioudly the &ode of God to which no creaed being hes ever entered. However,
John gvesadescription of God sthrone (ch. 4) and the presenceof the Lamb there (ch. 5).

Note: The first hearen is the amosphere surrounding the eath. Here ae the fowls
(Hosea2:18) and the douds (Dan. 7:13). The second heaven isthe stellar spaces and the
abodk of supernatural beings (Gen. 1:14-18).

RAPTURE -- Concept

Followingthe chronology of Revelation asrecorded, the Raptureissuggested by the phrase
“come up hither” (Rev. 4:1). This“catchingaway” of the Body of Christ isclealy taught
in the Bible (1 Thess 4:13-18). Only those “in Christ” (1 Thess 4:16), hence His Body
(Eph. 1:23) or the Church (Eph. 1:22) will be raptured. This means only those believers
from Pentecost (Acts 2) till the Rapture will be “caught up” (1 Thess 4:17).

RAPTURE -- Time

The Rapture is referred to as “the departure ( )
(2 Thess 2:3). Paul distinguished departure fromthefaith in thelast daysby usingtheverb
form of the noun*“departure”and the noun“faith” (1 Tim. 4:1). Acceptingthisdistinction,
the time of the Rapture (departure) is st. It is before the reveding of the “man of sin” (
Thess 2:3) who isAntichrist. Clealy, then, thewhite horserider, Antichrist, who appeas
at the opening of the first sed, foll ows the Rapture and introduces the Tribulation Period
(Rev. 6:1).

RAPTURE -- Left Behind People

Sincethe Rapture included the total Body of Christ (The Church), all | eft behind are non
believers. They are now faced with thewrath of the Lamb (Rev. 6:16). 144,000Jewswill
be seded and spared during the Tribulation (Rev. 7:1-8). Another large group will be
saved (Rev. 7:9-17). Others however who “recaved not the love of the Truth” and “
believed not the Truth, but had pleasure in urrighteousness’ will be damned (2 Thess
2:10-12). They will not have a“seaond chance” dter the Rapture. Two reasonsare given
1) The Antichrist, with Satanic energy, will effed their perishing (2 Thess 2:8-10). 2)
God Himself will send a “strong delusion” (an aduation to go astray with error) so
they will believe“thelie” ( o) Antichrist (2 Thess 2:11).

SEAL JUDGMENTS
Sed #1 (Rev.6:1, 2)

The revelation of Antichrist on awhite horse. He hasavictor’scrown gvento him. Ina
bloodesscoup, he goes out conquering (present tense) and with the purpose to conquer
(aorist tense). Thereis virtualy no hope to oppae him without divine intervention (ch.
7:2, 3). With hisappeaance, the Tribulation surely has begun

Sed #2 (Rev. 6:3,4)

a. Itsl|dentity
Hereisared horserider whoisan aceompliceof Antichrist. He doesnot bea aspedfic

identification. Apparently he challengesthe daimsof peaceoffered by the Anti-Christ. He
may well be involved asdsting the Antichrist to gain supremacy. The unleashing of this
diabdlicd person is by the diredion of the Lamb Who opened the second sed.

b. Its Activity
Thered color of the horse symbodlizesblood By divine gopantment, it isgiventothis

personage to take peacefrom (away from) the eath ( ). Along
with thisdreadful assgnment, the purpose of thejudicial removal of peacdsthat peoplebe
charged to kill one another. The verb means to daugher/day (present tense,
). The horror of it al is accetted by the word for sword (
). Beinga“grea” one, it isobviously not an ordinary sword for war. Here
isaknife for cutting up mea! Some sort of horrible dvil war is suggested (cf. Ezek. 38,
329 note 38:21).

C. Its Similarity

God petently affirms here that by this red horse rider nations will rise gyainst one
another. Our Lord predicted this in the Olivet Discourse (Mt. 24:6, 7). While men
proclaim peacetherewill benone (1 Thess 5:3). Thereisnoway tointerpret this passage
for contemporary affairs. The referenceisto the Grea Tribulation. It isthe second, ox-
like living creaure, who cdlsfor this horse.

APPEAL

Inthe daysof thededension of Israd, Hoseathe prophet cdled thenationto“ . . .break up
your fallow (uncultivated) ground; for it istime to seek the Lord . . . . (10:12). Isaiah
exhorts “to see&k ye the Lord while He may be found . . . 7 (55:6). Faced with the
impending judgments of the Grea Tribulation, surely these words of these prophets 750
yeas before Christ (nealy 2000yeas ago) should be heeded. Will you believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ while thereistime? Amen.



