THE BOOK OF REVELATION
“Unseded Judgments”
Revelation 6:3-8

Introduction
1. The cronologicd arrangement of Revelation leals us to believe the Rapture of the
Body of Christ takes placewith the trumpet cdl: “Come up hither” (Rev. 4:1).

2. By beingcall ed up higher, John' svision of thingsto come shows him the Throne of God
(4:1-11) and the seven-seded bodk which the Lamb was worthy to open (5:1-14).

3. After the vision of heavenly rediti es, John rext sees the Lamb open the seven seded
bodk. Thisadion by the Lamb initi atesthe events on earth after the Rapture. Thetimeis
the Grea Tribulation which affeasthe entire world (Mt. 24:21).

4. The opening of the first sed brings the first of four horsemen into sight (Rev. 6:1, 2).
Careful study indicetes that this is the Antichrist, a red person variously identified in
Scripture & 1) The“littlehorn” (Dan. 7:8). 2) The“Kingof fierce muntenance” (Dan.
8:23,24). 3) The“Prince” that shall come (Dan. 9:26, 27). 4) The “wilful King’
(Dan. 11:36-45). 5) The“abomination” (Dan. 12:11; Mt. 24:15). 6) The“Man of
Sin,” “Son of perdition”, “Wicked One” (2 Thess 2:4-8). 7) The“Beast out of the sea”
(Rev. 13:1-10).

5. Thesemnd sed having been opened revedsthe seaond horseman ridingon ared horse
(Rev. 6:3, 4). This acomplice of Antichrist takes peace way from the eath. An
unbelievable slaughter is effeded resulting in some horrible dvil war (cf. Ezek. 38, 39;
note 38:21). Menwill continueto talk peace #er the Rapture (1 Thess 5:3), but there will
be none (cf. Mt. 24:6, 7).

6. Thesetwo sed judgments are part of the “beginning of sorrows’ (Mt. 24:8). Thereis
more to come. Consider the next two seds and the other two horsemen. Hereis more

judgment.

SEAL #3 (Rev.65,6)
a ItslIdentity
The “whitehorse” (Rev. 6:2) is a symbal of power in victory and triumph. The
“red horse” isasymbol of power inbloodshed. Now thisthird “blad horse” isthe symbal
of power leading to lamentation and mourning. This horseman may not be aspedfic
individual, but anindication of the murse of events. Asabadklash of therule of Antichrist
or the atempt to get him establi shed, these events occur.

b. Its Activity
Thisbladk horseman brings adreadful situation to the eath. It isaprogressve matter.

Thefalse peacebrought by avicious conqueror resultsin aflurry of warswhich are“civil”
in reture. Close on the heds of that picture cmes famine and starvation (cf. Jer. 1:2-6;
14:1, 2; Lam. 4:8, 9; 5:10; Ezek. 4:10, 16, 17). The balances suggest enforced rationing
(cf. Rev. 13:16, 17). Scarcity leadsto restriction of foodsupply. Apparently, conscription

for military might makes food a priority for the amies, hence private dtizens will be
rationed and priceswill soar. The penny (Greek: denarios) was the wages paid alaborer
for aday’ swages, sufficient to buy for one person (Mt. 20:1-16) -- and that adave! Thus,
the lower economic dasses will be devastated. In that “oil and wine” are not “hurt,” (the
rich are spared). Hereisdemonstrated discrimination. The threemeasures of barley isa
ration for animalsand showsthe extreme hunger of the Tribulation Period. Mark this: The
aged, some women, many children, and others who are unable to work may not get food

. Its Similarity

The third living creaure is man-like. He cdl s forth this blad horse. The scarcity of
foodisauesin classdiscrimination and famine. What isdescribed by our Lordinthe Olivet
Discourseisthe dea paralel(Mt. 24:7). Thereisnothingto compare with thisbefore the
Rapture and any attempt to doit ladks Scripture authority.

SEAL #4 (Rev.6:7,8)
a. Itsl|dentity
Thefourth sed isopened and revedsthe judgment of wholesale deah. The wlor of the
fourth horseispale and greenlike a orpse (cf. Rev. 8:7; 9:4). While not beinga particular
person, this ed exhibits a summary of the previous threehorsemen.

b. Its Activity
This fourth horse brings deah for the body. Its companion is Hell (Greek: Hades)

which isan eternal dedingwith the soul. Theimperfed tense “follow” shows that Hades
“continually follows’ deah. Hereisunthinkable pestilenceuponthewhole eathincluding
the sword (cf. v. 4 for aninterchangeable word) hunger, deah, and wild beasts. Thesefour
scourges mentioned in the text are enormous ravages of a wlossl war exceadinganything
ever known (Mt. 24:21). The toll of human life eguals one fourth of the world's
population. Theworld becomes avast graveyard due to war, famine, disease, pestilence,
and ferocious wild beasts.

C. Its Similarity

Thefourthlivingcreaure, whichisaflyingeagle, isaiesthecdl to“ Come and See” the
fourth pale horse. Surely this notes swiftnessof God's judgment. Time has run out with
Hispatience It isthe moment of retribution. It ismore than coincidencethat the outli ne of
eventsin the Olivet Discourse aethe same ashere (cf. Mt. 24:7, 8). Thesejudgmentsare
but the beginning of sorrows (Mt. 24:8). That beingaBiblicd statement, what will the end
be?!?

Conclusion

The Raptureisclealy aScriptural given. Soisthe Tribulation. Now, however, isthe hour
of oppatunity. Make cetain you have made your reservation for the Rapture. How?
Follow theinstructionsin Romans 10:9, 10-- 1. Believewith your whole heat that God
raised up Jesusfromthedead. Why? Because He completed the work of Godthe Father to
die for your sins (Ro. 4:25). 2. Confesswith your mouth Jesus as Lord. Make your
personal confesson of being saved from your sins. | beseed you to doit now else you
may be left behind.



