
THE BOOK OF REVELATION 
“The Cry of the Martyrs”  

Revelation 6:9-11 
 
Introduction 
1.  Across the world, there is blatant persecution of believers in Christ.  Reports range from 
wholesale killi ngs in the Sudan, Indonesia, et al to tribal oppression in Papua New Guinea. 
 
2.  The cry of words concerning abortion, homosexuality, and other social behaviourial views has 
raised the level of violence everywhere.  But the worst is yet to come. 
 
3.  Before the horrors of persecution are unleashed, the Bible teaches the Church (Body of Christ) 
will be raptured (1 Thess. 4:13-18).  True believers from the time of Pentecost will be caught up (      
                                ,  cf. Acts 8:39) to be with the Lord. 
 
4.  The Advent of the Anti-Christ (seal #1, white horse, Rev. 6:1) is followed by Seal #2, red horse, 
removal of peace; Seal #3, black horse, famine and starvation; Seal #4, pale (green) horse, death 
(body) hades (soul).  The force of these divine judgments is indescribable, but starkly real. 
 
5.  Now comes the opening of Seal #5.  The execution of judgment is stayed here.  However, the 
voice of judgment is heard, but this time from a different quarter.  Look at these aspects of the 5th 
Seal: 
 
1.  The PEOPLE   v. 9 
 
     a.  They are souls 
           No end of diff iculty has risen around this word (                                            ).  In no way does 
this term suggest non-existence or unconsciousness.  There is true li fe after death and these persons 
are alive, acting and speaking.  This is not “soul-sleep.”  Look up texts teaching conscious existence 
after death (Mt. 10:28; Luke 16:19-31; 20:78; 23:43; 2 Cor. 5:1-10; Phil . 1:23). 
 
     b.  They are slain 
          Here is a perfect passive participle (                                                                ) ruling out any 
question about actual death.  This verb is only used by John in the N.T. (1 John 3:12; Rev. 5:6, 9, 12; 
6:4, 9; 13:3; 18:24). 
 
     c.  They are sacrifices 
          John sees these souls under (                                                      ) the altar where the blood of 
the sin offering was poured out (Lev. 4:7).  This shows the martyrdom scene was over; it was not 
taking place.  No details are furnished.  All we are told is that the holocaust (on the altar) is over. 
 
2.  The PURPOSE   v. 9 
 
     a.  For the Word 
          The preposition (                                      ) with the accusative noun (                                        ) 
means “on account of” or “because of.”  The “Word of God” (Bible) is the issue -- always has been 
(cf. Luke 16:31; John 5:39-37), is today (witness the rejection of Scripture), and will be in 
theTribulation (here).  We accept the Bible as the only revelation of God to man which is inerrantly 
inspired by God’s Holy Spirit. 
 
     b.  For the Witness 
          The prepositional phrase is the same as above: “On account of.”   “And” (                 ) may be 
explaining the preceding, hence “for the Word of God even the testimony which they held.”  The 

imperfect tense “held” (                                         ) notes the people involved did not slacken their 
witness in a time of enormous testing! 
 
3.  The PREDICAMENT    v. 10 
 
     a.  God’s Sovereignty 
          1) Questioned   This came by a great voice crying out.  The message: “How long” (Greek: until 
when,                                         ). 
 
            2) Directed    God is marked as the Sovereign Ruler (                                   ) or Despot.  
Moreover, He is at once acclaimed with two attributes: the holy and true (One).  These express His 
very nature and fidelity to His Word and promises. 
 
     b.  Man’s Suffering 
          1) Endured   “Blood” is the key word for the suffering saints.  Death was real for the “souls.”  
 
            2) Overlooked   Two thoughts are expressed:   a) No apparent decision has been given 
(“ judge”).   b)    No vengeance has been exacted upon the perpetrators of the blood shedding. 
 
           3) Effected     Those who dwell on the earth are the source (                     ) out of whom the 
blood-shedding came. 
 
Note: The entire verse indicates that the martyrs are not from the Church, but are primarily Jews 
during the Tribulation.  They relate to the persecution brought about by the preaching of the Gospel 
of the Kingdom (Mt. 24:9-14).  This preaching will i nclude the Second Advent of Christ to set us His 
earthly Kingdom and rule.  The message will be opposed by Antichrist and will bring great 
persecution.  The “souls” of them mentioned (v. 9) are those who perish in that persecution.  Their 
cry for vengeance is as inprecatory prayer of the O.T. (Ps. 35, 55, 59, 94 etc.). 
 
4.  The PROVISION    v. 11 
 
     a.  Robe 
          Each person was given (                                            , passive aorist) a white robe.  The cry for 
vengeance is deferred, but in the meantime a special sign of approval, honor, and vindication is 
provided each soul.  The garment may suggest some sort of intermediate body.  It surely is the 
earnest of a future body. 
 
     b.  Rest 
          In addition to the “robe,” the martyred are told (aorist passive) there is a designed purpose in 
the deferred vengeance.  It is “ that they might rest a littl e while.”  The iniquity of man must wait 
before God’s wrath breaks in fury upon the earth dwellers. 
 
     c.  Remaining 
          Another company called “ fellow bondmen” (                                                           ) and 
“brethren” (                                                     ) were to swell their ranks as martyrs.  They may be 
kill ed in the last 3-1/2 years of the Tribulation.  All of these are included among the saints mentioned 
by Daniel (7:27).  The cry  “under the altar” (altar of burnt offering) must wait till t he number of 
martyrs is complete. 
 
Conclusion   The Tribulation Period will be dreadful, especially for Jewish people.  However all who 
are “earthdwellers” will suffer.  Now is the time to choose forgiveness of sin through Christ.  To wait 
is to elect God’s vengeance against sin.  Accept His wrath on sin at Calvary or get it yourself here 
and in eternity. 


