THE BOOK OF REVELATION
“White Robes Through Blood’
Revelation 7:13-17

Review

1. Beforethe seventh sed isopened, by divine deaee God seds 144,000 Jews ontheir foreheals.
These represent 12,000 from ead of the physicd literal tribes of Israd (seleded (7:1-8). In
Ezekiel’ senumeration o thetribes of the Mill ennium, Dan and Ephraim omitted here, areincluded
(Ezek. 48:1-7, 23-29). Astribes, they get through the Tribulation withou a sed.

2. Why then the seded 1440007 They arethe “Jehovah Witnesses’ (nat the present cult!) who have
themessage of the “Gospdl of the Kingdom” (Mt. 24:14). They will touch non Ielieversworld-wide
(Isa. 66:19) and are the “wise” turning heats to righteousnessat that time (Dan. 12:1-3 -- note the
context).

3. Thosereaded through thisworld-wide outread are seen by Johninavision(7:9). Thisturnsout
to be a ‘grea multitude” which isunnumbered (7:9), standing before the Lord (7:9), righteous and
victorious (7:9), and loudy vocdizing “salvation” to “our God’ (7:10).

4. Johri svisionincluded the response of worship ontheir facesfirst (7:11) andthen praise (7:12).
The angelsare reported to spedk (not sing) before the throne of God (7:12, 13). Everythingis Theo
centric.

5. Thisunusua vision o Johnlealsto:

ELDER’'S QUESTION

Note: Inresporseto Johri smarvel ousrevelatory vision, one of the 24 elders posestwo questionsto
John Whileit isadmitted that thereis debate ébout theidentity of the dders (4:4), it was concluded
in ou previous gudy, they represent the Church, the Body of Christ. They are dothed with perfea
righteousness crowned asvictors, and seaed around God sthrone. Oneof theseredeamed raisesthe
questions.

1. QUESTIONS-- EXPRESED v. 13
a. Who Are These?
The amployment of the pefed pasdve participle is  dgnificant (
). It demonstrates the white garments are absolutely in place ad provided by another (God!) cf. v.
9.
b. Whence Are These?

The arist indicativeis used for “came” (
huge multitude (v. 9) and God providesthe aswer.

. Johnispuzzed by this

2. QUESTIONS -- EXPLAINED vv. 14-17

a. MultitudeisKnown v. 14

Using the perfed tense, Johnwrites“| saidto im.” Thevisionwas dill fresh andvividtothe
apostle. Moreover, John wses arespedful addressto the dder, not asan ad of worship ( ).
In contrast with the dder, Johnconsidered him more knowledgeébl e of theidentity of themultitude,

hence “you know” (
and request for information.

b. Multitudeis Sourced v. 14

Theverbs“washed” and“madewhite” are aorists. They point to adefinite historicd ad dore.

It isimperative to seethese two ads are the result of the “blood d the Lamb,” nat the blood d the
multitudesthemselves. Hisbloodaone deansesfromsin and providesthe power to live ahadly life.
Itisthered literal blood d the Lamb which isefficadous (cf. Mt. 26:28; Ro. 3:25), 5:9; Col. 1:20;
Eph. 1:7; 1 Pet. 1:2; Heb. 9:14; 1 John 17; Rev. 1:5; 5:9; 22:14. Do na allow for any substitute.
Thereisnorel

-- intimate knowledge). Hereisconfesson d ignorance

d. MultitudeisActivated v. 15
“Therefore” is more acarately translated “on acourt of this.” It is because of the blood
washing (v. 14) that the statements of this verse ae made.

1) They are before the throne of God. What an incredible adivity. Thisis necessrily the
throne dready mentioned (v. 11cf. 4:1-11; 5:1-14). Thisisnot thethroneof “HisFather David” (Lk
1:32, 33 cf. Mt. 25). Thisisall heavenly.

2) They are serving day and right. Thisis not a reign on eath, but a heavenly service
ceaelesdy. “Day and right” are used of eternity (20:10). That thereisatemplein heavenisclea
(cf. 11:19; 155, 8, 16:1 cf. Ex. 40:34, 35; 2 Chron. 5:13, 14; 7:2).

3) They are tabernaded over. Our blesed God, Who sits on the throne, is gated to
“tabernade” or spreal a canopy “among” (better: “over,” ) themultitude. So thethrone
beames grength, shelter, and protedion for the redeemed. Glory!

e. MultitudeisBlessed wvv. 16, 17

a) Negatively v. 16
Here ae aseries of matters which will nolonger be aproblem for the redeamed: 1) No

longer hurger. 2) No longer thirst. 3) No longer (doule negative) sun-ray problems. 4) No
longer (not any) hea (burning pain). What a change to anticipate.

b) Positively v. 17

1) Shepherding. Thereasonsfor the end o what islisted negatively isnow given. Suchis
the sense of the cnjunction“for” ( . )The Lamb (cf. 5:5-6; 7:9, 10, 14, 17), inthe
midst of the throne (5:6), will shepherd His own, hencethe problems of materialism and sense ae
gone.

2) Leaing. The mnredive “and’ ( ) adds omething, another blessng.
The Lamb will | ead to the very sources of unalloyed delight -- living fourtains of water. What
refreshment!

3) Wiping. What afinale. God the Father joinsthe Lamb and (
out ( ) every (singular) tea away from (
redeemed. Teas are goneforever. Hallelujah.

) will wipe
the g/es of the

Conclusion
Oh the depth of God' smercy! At thetime of poured out wrath, this predous comforting passgeis
reveded. God hes His own “blood-washed” number in every dispensational period. Amen.



