THE BOOK OF REVELATION
“Who Are The 144,000?"
Revelation 7:.4-8

Review
1. Thischapter is part of “the thingswhich shall be heredter” (1:19). Question: “heredter” what?
Answer: “thethings sen” (1:12-18) even “the things which are” (chaps. 2, 3).

2. The Church (Body of Christ) has been raptured (4:1). God'sthrone has been reveded (4:1-11).
The Lord Jesus (Lion d Juda, Roat of David, Lamb) has taken the “littl e bodk” (titl e-deed to His
kinsman-Redeamer work andtitl e-deed to Christ’ sright to the universe 5:1-14). All of thisconcerns
heavenly events.

3. With chapter six, the scene changesto eath. Six seds of the “littl e bodk” are opened (6:1-17).
These aeidenticd with the events described in Matthew 24 (4, 5, 7, 8, 9-13, 29, 30). Beforethe
seventh sed isopened, God assgns angelsto sed “the servants of our Godin their foreheads’ (7:3).

4. Sincethe seding isbefore “the eaith, the seg andthetrees’ are “hurt,” it isclea that the seding
is prior to the “wrath of the Lamb” (Tribulation Period). The ac of seding was “given” to “four
angels’ and “another angel” (7:2).

NOTE: In this Age of Grace(Penteast to the Rapture), the Holy Spirit isHimself the Father’ s* sed”
on every believer (2 Cor. 1:22; Eph. 1:13, 14; 4:30). The Holy Spirit is“recéved” (John 739;
14:16, 17; Ro. 8:9), hence He is inside the believer. The “sed” of Revelation 7 ungestionably
marks divine ownership (“servants of our God,” 7:3). Butitisoutside“in their foreheads’ so athers
could seeit and identify them. It is the “Father’s Name” (14:1) which will not alow seaet
discipleship. Those “seded” “ belong to the Lord” (2 Tim. 2:19).

5. Thefirst way by which God sgraceisdisplayed isthrough theintervention of angels(7:1-3). No
one muld “stand’ the grea day of His(the Lamb’s) wrath” (6:17). However, the “seded” will (7:1-
8). The seandway by which God sgraceisdisplayed isthrough the identification of the 144,000.

1. TheldentificdionWasHEARD v. 4

The aorist verb ( ) makes it evident that the event is afad.
Frequently, John“saw” (e.g. 5:1; 6:1), but He dso “head” (6:1, 3, 5). Thereisnoguessvork here.
Divine enumerationis at work.
2. Theldentificaion Was SIGNIFIED v. 4

Amazngly there ae those who suggest that the number could na be taken literaly.
Consequently, all sortsof strangeviewsare advanced. Our reply is smple: If God dd na mean what
He said, why didn't He say what He meant! So the figure stands asis.

Moreover, the perfed passve  tense of the  verb “seded” (
) denotes the number isin the Bible by divine order and therefore inerrant.

The onclusion is inescgpable. God hes st the figure of Isradites whom He has sded for
protedion through the Tribulation Period. God said it. That settlesit. We believeit.

3. Theldentificaion Was DETAILED wv. 4-8

a Tribaly
Consistent dispensational interpretation d Scripture must accept the reference here to
“tribes’ ( Belonging to the “sons’ ( oj Israd. No

Gentile muld pessbly be enumerated here (cf. Ro. 9:3, 4; Eph. 2:11, 12). Thefigure of 144,000is
therefore ghnicdly detail ed.

b. Spedficaly
Twelve seansto be asignature number for Israd. Jamb had 12sons. There were 12 stones
onthe breastplate of the High Priest (Ex. 28; Lev. 24), 12 Apostles (Mk 3:16-19), 12 gatesin New
Jerusalem (Rev. 21:12). The number may connde rule, government, and eathly administration.
Hence, 12,000are noted from ead tribe recorded (vv. 5-8).

c¢. Individuall
There ae &ou 18 enumerations of the patriarchs or tribes of Israd in the Scripture (Gen.

35:22ff; 46:8ff, 49; Ex. 1:1ff; Num. 1, 2, 13:4ff; 26; 34; Deut. 27:11ff; 33:6ff; Josh. 13-22; Judges5;
1 Chron. 2-8; 12:24ff; 17:16ff; Ezek. 48. The order differs somewhat in every list.

Asto the order of thetribes herein Revelation, with the exception d Judah being placed first,
the order does not seem to follow any particular rule. Reuben, the ddest does foll ow Judah and
Benjamin, the yourgest, is placed last. Any other considerationis rather questionable.

d. Pradicaly

1) Omisdons
Two ndable omisgons are made in the enumeration:  tribes of Dan and Ephraim. This
may well be dueto their involvement inidolatry (Deut. 29:18-21). Further, thesetwo tribesfoll owed
Jeroboam to setup Golden Calvesto be worshiped in their territories (1 Kgs. 12:25-30). Dan may
also have been omitted becaise Radhel foll owed the example of her grandmother, Sarah, in giving
Jaob Bilhah who conceved Dan. Rachel may have cdled him Dan meaning: God hesjudged me
(cf. Gen. 49:12; Judges 18:30). Joseph takes the placeof Ephraim (cf. Num. 13:11).

2) Inclusions
Grace doundswith God, hence Dan and Ephraim will experiencethe blessng of theLord
in the Millennium. Their names appea in the partition d the Land when the 12 tribes occupy the
land He gave them (Ezek. 481-7, 23-29). The seding of this chapter concerns a heavenly
preservation (cf. 14:1-5) morethan for an eathly inheritance The unseded tribes passthrough the
Tribulation unpoteded by seding.

Conclusion

Theliteral interpretation d the Bibleisat stakewith thischapter. The 144,000are Jewish people set
aside for ministry about salvation (cf. 14:1-5, 6). These Jewish evangelists will bring abou the
salvation o the grea multitude (7:9-17). Further along, they will be the remnant ready to enter the
Millennial Kingdom at the dose of the Tribulation. Meawhile -- are you reay if the Lord Jesus
returnsfor the Rapture? Make sure. RecavetheLord Jesusasyour Saviour fromsin NOW. Amen.



