THE BOOK OF REVELATION
“The Grea Tribulation”
Revelation 7.9-12

INTRODUCTION

1. TheGrea Tribulation hescommenced (6:1). Inthetext, it followstherevelation o the Father's
throne (4:1-11) and the Son' sright to being Kinsman-Redeamer and psssessng thetitle-deed to
the universe (5:1-14).

2. Makenomistake @ou it. Thesix sedsof thelittl ebodk (6:1-17) parall el the eventspredicted by
our Lord in the opening verses of His Olivet Discourse (Mt., 24:4, 5, 7, 8, 9-13, 29, 30).

3. Before the seventh sed is opened, God seds, through angels, 144,000 Jews on their foreheals.
These represent 12,000from the tribes of physicd literal Israd (7:1-8). Dan and Ephraim are
omitted from the enumeration, but arelater li sted among thetribesin theland dstribution o the
Mill ennium (Ezek. 48:1-7, 23-29). They passthrough the Tribulation without the sed..

4. The seded Isradites become the Lord’ s witnesses during the Tribulation Period (Dan. 12:3).
Their messge isthe “Gospel of the Kingdom” (Isa. 66:19; Mt. 24:14).

5. Doesthe preading of the 144,000acwmmpli sh anything? On the authority of Scripture-- yes! It
appeasthat at least two spedficsarepossble: @) Thereading of theunreaded (Mt. 24:14).

This explains how the whole ( ) inhabited world (

) will be Gospelized before the end ( ). b) The
understanding of “sheep and goats’ (Mt. 25:31-46). The “sheg” are anong those “nations’
who treaed well the “brethren” (Jewish witnessesin the Tribulation).

Note: The dispensationa interpretation d Scripture provides answers to many eschatologicd
guestions. Here aetwo o them.

6. How arethose outsidethe 144,000seded brought to salvation? What informationisprovidedin
the Word? Consider what Johnsaw.

JOHN'SVISION
1. THEMULTITUDE wv.9,10
Note: Thereisno doulh that this event foll ows the seding of the 144,000. The text says “after
these things” ( )v.9. Two verbs asert the Vision of John “I

beheld” ( and“lo” ( . Attention must be given!

a The Multitudeis Grea
Two expressons are given to emphasizethe largenessof the aowd (

1) Gred Thisisan adjedive noting the size of the throng.

2) Unnumbered Theimperfea tense of theverb “able” (could, KJV) isjoined with an aorist
(number) to show that it is utterly impossgble to court the figure involved. The Greek verb for
number ( ) isonly foundafew timesin the N.T. (here, Mt.
10:30; Lk 12:7). Surely, the Lord isnot dadk in reading theworld popuationin the Tribulation.

b. The Multitude is World-Wide
The use of words “nation, kindreds, people, and tongues’ covers the gamut of the world.
Moreover, the preposition “of” ( ) conndes ©me from “out of” the groups mentioned.
Further the ajedive “dl” ( ) doesnot alow one exceptionin the murting. The
world pradices discrimination, but God is utterly blind indifferent to the éhnic origins of those

whom He saves (cf. 5:9; 13:7; 14:6).

¢. The Multitude is Before the Lord
The perfed tense verb “stand” ( ) is ggnificant. Themultitudeisable
to stand (cf. 6:17). Surely thisaffirmsajustified pasitionin Hispresence They arefully acaedited
before the “throne” (God the Father) and the Lamb (God the Son). The multitude, therefore, have
dud rights. The persons of the Trinity are dso oliquely shown to be @-equal. The doulle
preposition ( stjengthens the thought.

d. The Multitudeis Victorious
This is plainly seen by the white robes and thepalms. The perfed passve participle
( ) denotes the aowd is “cast aroundwith” the
white robes. The matter is provided (passve) and complete (perfed tense). The “robes’ indicae
God's perfed righteousness The palmsin the hands connde victory and triumph. Thisgroup tes
arrived in His presence andthereisno doub abou the future! What an incredible display of God's
grace

e. The Multitudeis Vocd
The present tenses of the verbs “crying” and “saying” assert continuows adion. These
people ceae nat to raise their voices in praise to “our” God. The aticulation d the multitude is
“salvation” and that with a “loudvoice” Now that is one wonderful shout which kegpsonand on
ToWhom? Godthe Father “onthe Throne” (cf. 4:1-11) and the “Lamb” (cf. 5:1-14). ItistheFather
who“sits’ (pres. participle), but one preposition ( ) shows the unity within the divine
emnamy.

NOTE: “Salvation” is obviously a mmpleted fad. The term includes al that God daes for a
believing sinner to take him from eath to glory. Hereit isfully dore.

2. THEANGELS wv. 11,12

Theverbs“l saw” and“behold” extend beyondthe “multitude” to “all the angels.” Here, Johri's
visionis continued.

a The Angels Stood
The perfed passve verb is employed like an imperfed. Therefore, the angels continually

stood aroundabou (ina drcle) thethrone, elders, andfour beasts. Angeli c beingshavetheir roleto
play in conredion with the salvation d the Tribulation multitudes (cf. Lk 15:7, 10).

b. The Angels Fell
Theverb “fell” ( ) islinked with the verb “worshipped” (

teading that worship is not asociated with clapping of hands, etc., but prostration “ before the
throne” and “ontheir faces.” Angelsare nat to be worshipped, sincethey are aeaed by God, but
belong ontheir faces before God.

¢. The Angels Spoke
The Angels give seven wonderful attributionsto God: blesgng, glory, wisdom, thanksgiving,

hona, power, and might. Each attribution hes its own article to acceit ead with forcefulness
These expressons of praise ae started and ended with “amen.” The first “amen” may well be a
resporseto the “cry” of the multitude. Thelast “amen” isan affirmation d truthfulnessto their own
praise.

Conclusion Doyouknow theredity of the multitude? Can you say what the angelssay? May you
answer “yes’ in horesty?



