THE BOOK OF REVELATION
“Trumpets of God's Jidgments’
Revelation 86-13

Update
1. Thekey to the Book of Revelationisat the front doar (1:19). It notes what John tes en (1:9-

18), what was (seven churches, chaps. 2, 3), and what was theredter (chaps. 4-22).
2. God'sthronewas e by John(chap. 4). He saw the Lamb, the Lord Jesus, and Histitle-deed
bodk (title & Kinsman-Redeamer and claimant to world-dominion) -- he saw it al (chap. 5).
3. Theview of hearen is moved to eath (chaps. 6-19:16). God introduced a series of judgments,
but they are interspersed with mercy. Hence

a Six sed judgments (6:1-17) have an interval of mercy (7:1-17). The seventh sed comes
(8:1).

b. Six trumpet judgments (8:2=9:21) have an interval of mercy (10:1-11:14). The seventh
trumpet comes (11:15-19).

¢. Six vial judgments (15:1-16:12) have aninterval of mercy (16:15). The seventh vial comes
(16:17-21).

4. Followingthe abated breah of heaven (8:1-5) thetrumpetsare eout to sound The seven angels
are realy to blow their trumpets. The verb “prepare” ( )
meansto makerealy. Primarily it was“themselves,” but latently thethouwght istherewere some
predetermined arrangementsin heaven. So the sound d the trumpetsisabou to blast. What do

they occasion?

1. THE FIRST TRUMPET v.7
a It'sSound
The verb ( ) isused in every instance indicates a presence
angel and hes atrumpet sound(cf. v. 8, 10, 12, 9:1, 13; 11:15). Like “voices’ (v. 5). Thisisa
distinguishable sound No mistake aou it -- John read the message.

b. 1t's Content
“Followed” is the verb meaning “came to be” or “happened” ( ). Three
destructive dements arerecorded: 1) hail 2) fire 3) blood(mixedis ),

aperfed pasdve participle indicaing there is ©mething superhuman and dvine here. Thereisno
reasonto deny literality to these feaful judgments.

c. It'sEffed
The force of the arist passve verb “cast” (

being the One Who intervenesto bring the dements down to the eath (
There is no chance in this event. Mark that 1/3 o the trees are “burnt up’ (
, aorist passve) and dl ( the green grass Therefore necessary vegetationis
immediately catastrophicdly affeded. The Majority Text adds that athird of the eath is*burned
up.” With /3 land, 1/3 trees, and al green grass the land massuponwhich man lives, isdedt an
unbelievable destruction.

) pointsto God

2. THE SECOND TRUMPET wv. 8,9
a It'sSound
Thisisthe same & foundabove (v. 7).

b. It's Contents
Whilethe dementsincluded in thefirst trumpet werelisted dredly, the event involved hereis
seen“as’ ( agrea mourtain. What Johnsaw was not amourtain, but something that

appeaed as a “gread mourtain.” This massmay dencte ameteoric one cat down (aorist passve)
into the sea Whatever, it was constantly burning with fire (present tense,

c. It'sEffed

Three times “the third part” is mentioned with this trumpet: 1) Third part of sea
bemmes ( ) blood (cf. Ex. 7:19-21). 2) Third part of cregures (
) died. The statement “had life” is present tense ( )
isesentia to thedramataking place This $nglethouwght isincomprehensibly staggering indicaing
world-wide stench. 3) Third part of ships are destroyed ( ), hence
sunk, dashed ashore, or burned. That will be anavigational nightmare. Note: Consider other

passages (Hosea 4:1-3; Zeph. 1:3; Isa. 2:16; 26:9).

3. THE THIRD TRUMPET wv. 10,12
a. It'sSound
Same & above (v. 7)

b. 1t's Content
Hereisa “gred star” which may connde ameteor. It surely is ©me cdestial creaion d God.
Theverb “fell” suggest asportaneous ad, but it was“out of the heaven” ( ). Theverb
“burning” ( ) is present tense (cf. v. 8), hence @nstant light “asa
lamp.”

c. It'sEffed
Therewrdisclea: 1) Third part of riversandfourtains of waters affeded. Whereasthesea
(probably salt water as opposed to land masg was involved, here the fresh water resources are
touched by God. 2) Thewaters bemmewormwoodavariety of plant foundin Israd whichisvery
bitter, poisonous, and can befatal. Thefallen star hasthis plant’s name-- wormwood  3) Many will
die due to the embittered water (aorist passve ).
Wholesome drink water is sarce, bringing deah to many.

4. THE FOURTH TRUMPET wv. 12,13
a. It'sSound
Same & above (v. 7)

b. 1t's Content
One verb, “smitten” ( , aorist pasgve) concludesthat thethird part
of the sun, the moon, and the stars get the impaa of God' s purpase. Nothing can be more truethan
this to show that the luminaries are not “gods,” but credions of God Himself. Men use these to
determine seasons, days, yeas, but God wses them as sgns and instruments of His judgment.

c. ItsEffed
The stated purpose (purpose dause: ) for the
“smiting” of cdestial credionsisto bring avesome darknessuponthe eath. Thiswas one of the
Egyptian plagues (Ex. 10:21) andisconsidered for the endtimes of Israd (Isa. 13:9; Amos5:20; Mt.
14:19; Lk 21:25, 26). Light obeyed increases light, but light resisted brings night.

Conclusion It istrue that the steps of God from mercy to judgment are often slow, reluctant, and
measured. John confesges that he “saw” and “head” one agel (some MSShave “eayle”). This
superhuman being is e “flying in the mid-heavens (cf. 14:6; 19:17for only other referencesto this
word). Thisisasolemnintermisson before the next trumpet blast. God propaosesthreewoesto the
“earth dwellers’ (cf. 3:10; 6:10). Oh, dea friend, recéve Christ. Believethe message of salvation
through His deah for you at Calvary. Do it now whilethereistime. Amen.



