" THE BOOK OF ROMANS

- ‘ L "Propitiation"
"_1?:;:v o o Romans 3:25

e : 5
: INTRODUCTION Tean 27T 198857

1. What a 'magnificent passage of Scrlpture--Romans 3:21--
© 31. It is filled with great truths. Some of the most

R important in all of Scripture.

© 2. William Cowper, the well known poet wrltes of hlS
comlng to Christ. He says, "the ‘happy period which was
to afford me a clear opening of the free mercy of God

in Christ Jesus was now arrived. I flung myself into

a chair near the window, and seeing a Bible there,
ventured once more to apply it for comfort and instruc-
. tion. " The first verse I saw was the 25th of the 3rd

. of Romans . . . . immediately I received strength to
~believe it . . . I saw the sufficiency of the atonement
He made . . . ." No wonder Cowper latter wrote the hymn
"There is a Fountain Filled with Blood."

3. This 1nf1n1tely lovely verse has many facets to it.
Consider these:-

1. THE PERSON OF PROPITIATION "Whom"

The obvious antecedent is "Christ Jesus" in v. 24.. :
Thus the personal Redeemer is involved, not some religious
activities or expectations, but the person of God's Son.

It is He and not what. -
2. THE GOD' OF PROPITIATION "God set forth"
It is worthy to note that it is the Father Who "sets
- forth" the Son.. The verb is only used three times in
‘the N.T. (1:13; here; Eph. 1:9). It is an aorist middle,
hence God "set before Himself" or purposed. The prefix
~in the verb suggests publlc,settlng forth before the
‘whole world. The aorist makes it an historical fact.
3. THE WORD OF PROPITIATION "A propltlatlon" _ :
©. ‘a. 'The word used -
The only other N.T. use of the word is in Heb. !
9:5. However, other forms of the root are found
“ (1 dn 2:2; 4:103 Heb. 2:17; Lk 18:13).
bl The word meaning ‘
.+ .. Mercy seat (Ex. 25:10, ll 17, 21) is not C
‘?;sufflclent a translation. The- 1dea of a sacrifice is :
necessary. It is used in connection with the satisfac- "
tion of divine justice in drawing men to God. B
¢. The word significance o
- The entire Day of Atnonement (Lev. 16) ceremony

is an illustration of what is involved here. God is

holy and cannot be approached by sinful creatures. The



doctrine of itiation satisfies all thlSu Sln out- , v‘
raged His hoNgess, insulted His Majesty, and defied = -
His righteous government. Thus God "set forth" Chrlst o
to glorify God first of all. What a glorlous wonder'°
NOTE: Christ's finished work 1ncludes-' ‘
1. Propitiation toward God
2. Redemption toward sin
: 3. Reconciliation toward. world (s1nner) o ’
4. 'THE METHOD OF PROPITIAT[ON "By (in) His blood"
- Biochemistry is not the real issue here, but the -
actual death of Christ is. It was the pouring out of
His life that is meant. The phrase is associated with
the verb "set forth" i.e. the setting forth.as'a sacrifice
took place in the shedding of His blood. Note the im-
portance of blood and remission of sin (Heb 9:21, 223
~Lev. 17:11). Expiated (payment for sins) guilt is at
the root here of blood poured out (cf. Heb. 10:19, 22).

5. THE APPROPRIATION OF PROPITIATION "Through faith"
Faith is what makes: propitiation effective. It is
God's way to place respons1b111ty upon man to recelve : o
His provision (cf. v. 22). o ’
CONCLUSION The cherubim on the mercy seat (Ex 25 18- 'w
20) are to be compared with those in Eden (Gen. 3:24).
Both demonstrate that God is.a God of mercy, - grace, ‘and
love. -Christ is our mercy seat and sacrlflce, -thus our

confidence and hope

Not all the blood of beasts On Jew&bh altaaé Alatn
Could give the guilty conscdence peace,
Or wash away the stain.

But Christ, the heavenly Lamb, Takes alf our ALnA awuy,v
: A sacnifdice of noblen name
And richer blood than they.

My gaith would Lay her hand On that dear head of Tthe,
" While Like a penitent 1 Atand, .
And. thene congess my sdn. ;

My ‘soul Looks back to AQQ The burden Thou didat beaa,
When hanging on th accursed tree, :
And knows her guilt was there.

Bek&ev&ng, we nefoice to see the curse removed;
We blLess the Lamb with cheerful voice, :
' And sing His bleed&ng Love. -
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