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B -~ "Flesh and Spirit" .
Romans 8:5-11
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L INTRODUCTION

efﬁzl “This section is part of the greater portlon (vv. 1- ll)
o whlch coricerns dellverance from the flesh by the Holy
7vSplPlt'S poweP

f’_2 Already God has shown the. fact of "no condemnat1on"'
“(ve 1) Thls 1s possible because of the freedom "in

: fChrlst" (v. 2). It is Christ's work at Calvary which

lfeffected what the law could not do (v. 3). Hence, those
‘",who walk by the Splrlt's power do not fulflll the 1usts

L7 ]of the flesh (v. 4).
30 Now the mention . of "flesh" and. "spirit" (v..4) leads
.;_naturally to a larger statement of “the contrast between
- these two concepts. VUV 1-4 show a man cannot be holy
g,unless JUStlfled' vv. 5=11 show a man cannot be justified
“7 . unless holy." Hollness 1n life is ev1dence of Justlflca—
‘":u1t1on. This is proved by:-

“TWO PRINCIPLES v. 5. . ‘
) - Here is an explanatlon why the rlghteousness of
wthe law is not produced in the person who is not "in

' Aijhrlst n

o an They who are "after the flesh." _ o
.« These are unsaved, unjustified persons. These
'a’"mlnd" ‘the things of- the flesh. That is their interest--
'f7the,affa1rswof their old nature:. They are not able

;Hf;tO'rise higher. " The verb "mind" has reference to atten-

*‘tlon or. occupatlon of. the person caused by its natural

v”dlSpOSltlon. Thinking is bad, unsaved bad.

" b. They that are "after the spirit" :

: - These are saved, Justified persons. These "mind"

o the thlngs of the Spirit. That is their interest--the

',‘affalrs of. the new nature. This would include salvation,
- person of Chrlst fellowshlp of saints, word of God, '

"};’prayer, etc. All of thls is their occupation. How
»{;transformlng! The combatants are clear in this chapter.

. flesh is found 13 times and Spirit 21 tlmes Hence

‘jgvflesh quallty battles Splrlt gquality.: The dominant
‘joccupatlon ‘shows one's relatlonshlp to God.

c24 TWO ISSUES vv 6, 7.

AR ~ Flesh mind

L ‘The word mind is not "the minding," nor "the -

& actlon of - mlndlng," but the result of this action i.e.
what the flesh with 1ts fleshly mlndlng brings forth



in“th0ughts and acts is, 1n its last outcome, death
(6:21, 23). rationale ‘is provided (v.ey) “There
“is. personal animosity, hatred d1sllke, and opp051t10n ,
- directed against God Who is the one fount of life and

'~ .peace.’ Moreover, every thought product of the flesh
© rebels against God's law - The flesh mind does not sub- :
~ject itself to God's law nor is it able to subJect itself.

~ There is an addltlonal "for" 1n the last phrase g1v1ng

- the phrase a cllmactlc force o

b. Spirit mind .

.. What the Splrlt w1th His mlndlng brlngs is llfe',
and peace. What a contrast. The evidence of splrltual
life is clear. A concommltant of the spiritual life.
s peace, i. e. the enjoyment of harmony, friendship,
 and communion with God. Hence the fruit of ‘the splrltual
life is sweet. s :

3. TWO SPHERES wv.'8, 9

‘Here there is a- change from standard or pr1n01ple
to sphere in which people llve
~a. In the flesh ,
, This means to abide in an unrenewed nature.d
‘This person cannot please God. Why9 They are set on.
pleasing themselves Synergysm in conversion is rejected;
. for salvation is in toto the grac1ous work - of God. o '
.b.. In the SplPlt 3 o
With an emphatlc personal pronoun,h Paul shows~v‘
 the Romans to be in the spirit. How is this known? .
Because it is believed: the Spirit- of God is 1n fact
~at-home in them (3:30 for same constructlon) The
presence of the Spirit is evidence of whose we are or
~whose we are not! It's that 31mple :
CONCLUSION
‘What a glorious end to this sectlon. Because ChPlSt '
‘is in the bellever, it is admitted the body,due to. the
presence of sin, is dead. - However, the" SplPlt 1s life
due to the presence of righteousness (v. 10). Moreover,
the Spirit Who raised: Jesus, because He indwells the
o bel1ever, will also make alive toward God the bellever s
body What a glor1ous future' Amen..‘ : :




