THE BOOK OF ROMANS
"The Indestructible Nation — Israd"
Romans 11:1-6

Introduction

1. Anti-Semitism is on the rise everywhere. What was perpetrated by Egypt as national palicy
abou 1550B.C. persiststoday. Embittered people daim "the Jews' are responsible for the Iraq
war. Rusdan pditicians blame "the Jews' for their econamic problems. Around the world
Jewish people ae targeted for harassment, attadks, and violence It isdl a sinister echo d the
pre-Holocaust 193(s.

2. Inthelight of this chronicle of horror, how significant that modern Jewry recently cdebrated
Rosh Hashanah, Days of Repentance, Yom Kippur, and Sukkot. Moreover, the nation Israd is
locked in adeah struggle for their land to thishour.

3. Yet the latest Statisticd Abstrad of the Central Bureau of Statistics, issued before Rosh
Hashanah states that at the end o 2002 6,631 milli on peoplelived in Israd. Jews made up 768
percent of the total. Israd is now as crowded as India with abou 300 people per square
kilometer.

4. |sthere afuture for Israd as a nation? For Islam, "there is no solution for the Palestinian
question except through Jihad." Whether Hamas, Hezballah, PFLP, or Fatah, the am of these
organizaionsisthe same: 1) Completely eradicae Israd through violence and 2 establish an
Isamic Palestinian State that encompasss all the territory between the Jordan River and the
Mediterranean Sea The PLO (Arafat) suppats these goals.

5. In amazng contrast, God made apromise and He, as God, always kegps His promises. Rea
it for yourself (Gen. 13:15; 15:18). This was repeaed to Abraham (Gen. 17:8), to Jamb (Gen.
484) and to Jacb's children (Psa. 1056, 7, 8, 11; Isa. 62.4; Jer. 7.7, Ezek. 37.25). Do na
forget that "the grasswithers, the flower fades, but the Word of our God shall stand forever"
(Isa. 40:8).

6. The national position and Hesdng of Israd will yet be redized (Ro. 11), despite the lament
of the Lord (Ro. 10:21). Moreover, the nation has not been eliminated in God's program
because of the New Testament Body of Christ (Church). Replacement theology is unbiblicd.

7. Therefore, considering anti-Semiti sm, the avowed intent of Islam, replacament theology, and
God's longsuffering for the Nation, the New Testament Scripture baldly addresss the isaue of
Israd's indestructibleness? Consider these aspeds of the matter:

1. THE QUESTIONASKED v.1
a ItisStated
The onjunction (oBv oun) is an inference @ntextually from the previous chapter (10:19-
21). Further, the question is personalized by Paul — "I say." The verb "cest away" means to
rejed, repudate, or drive from onesdlf (dnw0Oéw apotheo).

b. Itis Answered
A definite "no" is indicated in two ways. 1) The negative used (urp me ) requires a
negative answer . 2) Paul' sfamiliar phrase "God forbid" asauresthe "no" (cf. 6:3, 15).

2. THE ANSWER DETAILED wv.1la-5.

a Persondly v.1
Using himself as part of the answer, Paul affirms threefads about himself:

1) | aman Isradite His use of the enphatic "I" (£yd ego) controls all Paul states here.
Note Paul employs"Isragl," not "Jacob" (cf. Gen. 37:23).

2) | am of the seed of Abraham Preposition (¢ ek) links Paul to the mvenant of
promise (Gen. 12:1-3).

3) | am of the tribe of Benjamin By this Paul shows he cane from atribe which did na
rebel. Therefore, Paul' s pedigreedenctes thereis no absolute rejedion o the nation.

Leson: God hesnot rejeded Israd.

b. Historicdly wv.2-4
1) Stated v.2a Hereit is bluntly recorded: God dd nd regjed (same verb asv. 1) His
people whom He foreknew. Review the magnificent acourt in Amos of judgment on retions
(1:3,6,9, 11, 13, 2:1, 4, 6) and God slovefor Israd (3:1, 2).

2) Itislllustrated vv.2b-3

The cae of Elijah is presented (literally "in Elijah" cf. "in bwsh," Mk 12:16). "Wot"
means "don t you know" or "you must admit this or be ignoranbf Scripture” (1 Kings 18, 19).
What did Elijah dd? He made intercesson a pled with God against Israd (évtuyydvet
entugchanei). Elijah had four considerations against Israel: 1) Israel had killed Thy (God' s)
prophets (1 Kings 19:10). 2) Isragl had demolished (xatéokayav kateskapsan) Thy (God' s)
dtars. 3) lsrael sought to kill Elijah ("my soul”). 4) | am only survivor (bneAsipOnv
hupel eifthen).

3) It is Answered v. 4. This is the divine response (ypnpaticpdg chrematismos) to
Elijah. God had left for Himself (i.e. as His own possession and service) 7000 men who were of
such character as not to bend the knee to Baal. The feminine article with "Baa" suggests this
deity was androgynous (both sexes). To worship Baal (sun-god) was Isradl’ s greatest apostasy.

Lesson: God has not rejected Isradl.

c. Presently v.5
"Even so then" or "thus therefore” (oStwg odv houtos oun) there has surfaced (yéyovev

gegonen) in this "now" time (period of time) a remnant (Asippo leimma, only here in N.T.).
The present number of Israel believers (like Paul and the 7000 in Elijah’ s day) are "elect
according to grace." Graceisthe only way by which the remnant obtains salvation or existence.

Lesson: God has not rejected Isradl.

Conclusion The "if" (v. 6) takes up v. 5 and states: let us understand what this involves.
Succinctly it isthis: Grace and works are two separate principles. To confuse them isto suggest
that the two (grace and works) would "become” (yivetou ginetai) what in their essence they are
not. Briefly: grace excludes works and works excludes grace. The lesson of all lessonsis that
grace has prevailed for Isragl. God has not rejected Isragl asanation. Hallelujah!



