Titus 3:12-15 Travel Details and Greetings July 6, 2005

Introduction

We have mme to the end of the short epistle from Paul to Titus. Asisthe
case with the other epistles, there ae some final detail s mentioned at the dosing
of the letter. Nevertheless, they are profitable detail s for us.

1. Ministerial Exchange—v. 12

First, Paul was goingto send Artemas or Tychicusto Crete, perhapsto
substitute for Titus, whom he wanted to come to Nicopdis. It seems as if whoever
went from Paul was going to stand in for Titus whil e he was away visiting with
Paul.

It also sounds like Paul ison hisway to Nicopdis or neaby there dready.
Nicopdisis northwest of Corinth in Achaia, on the western coast of the peninsula
there. It isabout 400 miles graight-line distance from Crete. His plan is fixed
(determined or dedded, perfed tense) to stay the winter in Crete. Thereisno
wishy-washinessin planning here, as he had been falsely accused of in the past
(see2 Cor. 1:15-2:2).

Artemas is only mentioned here in the Biblicd record. We would only be
ableto say that he is atrusted co-worker with Paul who is able to lead the work
on Crete in the @senceof Titus.

Tychicusisalittl e more well known from the Bible. We seehim in Acts
20:4, Eph 6:21, Col. 4:7, and 2Tim. 4:12. From about 56 A.D. (the Acts passage)
until about 67 A.D. (the 2 Timothy passage), Tychicusis busy ministering, travel-
ing, and so helping Paul in the work of the churches. We know heisfrom Asia,
perhaps Ephesus. We dso know that he caried the letters from Rome to Ephesus
and Coloss. What aweighty responsibility to be dharged with carrying the origi-
nal documents of the Scripturesto the dhurches of their destination! He was sent
badk to Ephesus at the anclusion of Paul’s eathly sojourn.

2. Supplying Nedals of Saints—v. 13

In this verse, Zenas and Apoll os apparently are caryingthe letter to Titus,
and will have some material needs as they continue on their journey to some other
placeof ministry.

Zenas is only mentioned here in the Bible, so we don’'t know much about
him. It isunclea as to whether he is a Jewish lawyer trained in rabbinic studies,
or whether he is a Roman lawyer.

Apdlosiswell known from several Bible passages (Acts 18:27-19:1, 1 Cor.
1:12, 3:4-6, 22, 4:6, 16:12). From these Scriptures, we lean that he was an Egyp-
tian Jew from Alexandria. He was an eloquent spedker and very well versed in the
Scriptures, though he required additi onal instruction from Aquila and Priscill ato
advance him beyond the point of John's baptism whichisall he knew at the time
of hisfirst spe&kingin Ephesus. Soon theredter he traveled to Achaia and minis-
tered in Corinth, where Paul saysthat he “watered” the seed that had been
planted. God used this watering, in part, to cause growth in the Corinthian believ-
ers. After that point, however, there developed fadionsin the church, with some
following Paul and athers Apallos and so on. Later on Paul desired for Apallosto
return to the church at Corinth, probably to help straighten out some of the prob-
lems there. However, he cwuld not go immediately but would go at a more @n-
venient time.

The main point of the verseisthat Titusisto help these two brothers on their
way, so that they have no needs on their journey. They need to move on quickly
to make some later appantments (“with haste”).

We may take some wisdom from this passage, that God' s workers need to be
supparted well so they do not have any neeals. It isfar too frequent that God's
people ae disobedient in the matter of generous giving to assst men of God m
their way.

3. Learning about Good Works—v. 14

Thistheme is expanded in verse 14, where dl of “our people” must learn to
do goodworks. In the context, it seemsto relate to Zenas and Apoall os, asif Titus
cannot individually supply al their neeads, but will require help from the whole
church where he is pastor.

There aethreepointsto draw out from the verse. First, church people must
lean (imperative form) to maintain gopodworks. The word maintain has been
trandated “take the leal in” so that the ideais to jump out front and get the job
done, not to lag behind in gpodworks. Goodworks are those adivities which are
motivated for the glory of God and the love of saints, not out of selfish ambition.
Thisisjust for us, beloved—we nead to be dili gent to dogoodworks, as has been
emphasized elsewherein thisvery letter.

Seoond, the goodworks are to provide for urgent needs (“ necessary necess-
ties’ or “necessary uses’ asin KJV). People do have needs, and sometimes
through ro fault of their own, or because they are ministers of the gospel who
cannot do autside work, those needs have to be supplied by others. These ae not
wants, obviously, not oversupply, but needs. Watch out for ministers making a
buck from God'’ s people that has nothingto dowith red needs.

Third, this graceof supplying the neeads of saintsistied dredly to Christian
fruitfulness If you want to be fruitful, do goodworks. If not, why not?!?!

4. Greetings—v. 15

Finaly, the bodk closes with the usual type of salutation. Firgt, all of the
saints with Paul gree Titus. Paul asks Titusto passon his gredings to those be-
lievers there who love Paul. Notice the wonderful fell owship, even over the dis-
tance of many miles. Hopefully you have and will experiencethat with letters,
email s, telephone cdls, etc. to saintswho are far away.

The gracethat is mentioned hereis that unmerited dvine favor which isthe
basis of our salvation (Titus 3:7; Eph. 2:5, 8) and our ongoing life (Rom. 5:2;
Eph. 4:7).

Conclusion

So we have seen awonderful final note to asmall yet powerful letter. Iniit,
Paul recounted inspired travel plans, spoke to the supply of physicd needs of his
co-workers in the ministry, how Christians can participate in helping them and
ought to doso to demonstrate the fruits of the Christian life, and final gredings
showing the love anong saintsin far-flungplaces. May it be that these sorts of
things mark our lives as well, beloved.
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