Titus 3:1-7 Salvation Reminders Sunday, July 3, 2005

Introduction

Often the point of Titus chapter 3 is popuarly reduced to verse 5, how God's grace
saves us apart from works. And haw true that is. But the context tell s us far more than just
that. Before reading through the notes in detail, read the major headings one right after the
other (I, I, and 11l) .

|. We believers must be reminded to live properly... —v. 1-2

How nedlful it isto be reminded of Bible truth. Most of have good memories...they
arejust short! Serioudly, the flesh, that is, the sinful nature that we retain even as believers,
does not want us to remember and pradicegody things. So it isimportant to pu yourself
uncer the “reminding ministry” of the Word of God ona frequent basis  that you do no
go astray. Paul tell s Titus here that he must (imperative) continually (present tense) remind
the people. It isan orgoing thing. It isjust the way it shoud bein the church. Here aethe
things we need reminding about:

A. To be subject to rulers and authorities. The ideahereis not just to “be submissve”
but to “submit yourselves,” that is, willi ngly submit yourselves to those authori-
ties over you. Primarily in view here ae governmental authorities. Thiswould
include spedd limits, taxes, hurting and bulding permits, you name it—anything
that people normally fudge or cut corners on. Christians are not suppased to be
looking for ways to get out of these things. That isthe entirely wrong attitude.
We shoud be looking for ways to make sure we do things the right way.

B. To olkey magistrates. Thisis Smilar to the previous point. There ae different levels
of authority in life, and ead oreisto get his due resped (Rom. 13:7). Homelife
isaparticularly important placefor this to start. Children are to be obedient to
parents, and wives are to submit to husbands (Eph. 5:22, 24, 33; Col. 3:18). See
Rom. 13:1-7 and 1Peter 2:13-17 for more detail s on the general concept of being
subjed to governmental authoriti es. Note: The obediencethat is commanded
here does canna contradict other explicit commands of God. That isto say, if
someone in authority over you commands youto sin, that is exempted from this
command. Why? God is not the author of sin, and to blame him saying, “Wéell, |
had to sin because you told meto obey my authorities’ isitself sinful and shows
alad of discernment. Consider the gostlesin Acts 5:29. Or the midwivesin
Exodus 1:17 who dd na kill the Isradite boys as they were ommanded by
Pharaoh, because they feared God. The Bible explicitly tell s us that God Hessd
the midwives becaise they disobeyed Pharaoh (Exodus 1:20-21)!

C. To berealy for every goodwork. This meansto be prepared, and for every good
work. Thisis nat limited to government or society (previous context), but good
worksin general. Maybe you find yourself prepared for goodworks relative to
yourself but not others? Well, prepare for the latter as well!

D. To spe& evil of no ore. This means to malign or blaspheme or slander or revile or
trea someone with contempt. Such isnat to be onthelips of Christians.

E. To be peaceble (nat afighter). What this says isthat you are not to be one who
goeslooking to pick afight (not even a “spiritual” fight). Such would seem to
fall under the teading of James 4:1. Not only that, but you are one who adively
avoids quarrels and contentions.

F. To be gentle. Oh the beauty of a gentle saint. Thisis one whoisforbeaing, reason-
able, fair, considerate, yielding, not stubban.

G. To show al meeknessto al men. Finaly on our list is the quality of humility or
meekness Thisisapersonwhois mild, patient, not self-asertive or harsh. The
word “showing” meansto demonstrate the quality, not just talk abou it. The
word “all” indicaes that we aeto dothe whalejob, nat just sometimes.

II. ...For weformerly wereungodly... - v. 3

The enphasisis clealy that we were full of ungodly behavior, we used to be bad (but
we shoud na be now!) We pradiced these kinds of evil traits, not just “sometimes” asthe
KJV might sean to indicate on a surfacerealing, but “at onetime,” that is, during the time
before we were saved.

A. We were fodlish. We had no undrstanding. Thisis nat surprising, sincewe were
dead in sin. SeeRom. 3:11. The wisdom of God was foadli shnessto us.

B. We were disobedient, that is, insubardinate and untelieving, of God, and o au-
thorities. Certainly some people have more troube with “authority” than athers,
but externals have littl e to dowith what we ae talking about here.

C. We were decéved. We were led astray, as by afase guide. We thought al the
wrong thoughts about God and His Word and His people, etc.

D. We served various lusts and deasures. The word “serve” here redly means “en-
daved.” We were davesto al kinds of evil passons. SeeJohn 834.

E. Welived in malice and envy. “Lived” means “spent our time in.” What a truth that
we wasted time living in evil and jedousy!

F. We were hateful to athers. This may be somewhat hard to understand, but the term
means detestabl e, loathsome, or despicable. This samsto indicate that we were
hated by other people. It is grange, since dl unbelievers are united against God,
that they would hate one ancther. | suppase their hatred ore for ancther isonly
exceealed by their hatred for God and His foll owers.

G. We were hating others. Ditto above. “Hate aimes’ are ahat button today. But
these have been going on ever sincethere were people!

What we shoud uncerstand from these threeverses is that:
1. Unbelievers are this way now. We ought not be surprised that they behave like this.
We aenat to trea them hatefully (or any other way listed above), for we were
thisway oncetoo (Ex. 22:21, 23:9; Lev. 19:34; Deut. 10:19, 15:15, 24:22).
2. We werethisway if we are a believer. We ought to be surprised that we would fall
badk into such behavior. Andwe ae certainly not to trea other believersthis
way!

Il ....But God saved us! —v. 4-7

The grand pant isthis: there hasto be amarked differencein the life of the believer
after salvation as compared to before becaise God dd some tremendous work in saving
the believer.

Note an interesting thing in thistext. If youread carefully, youwill seethat verse 4
says “But when....appeaed” and verse 5 says “He saved us.” Both verbs are past tense.
The when and appeared sean clealy to go together, referring to the incarnation and cross
work of Christ. But what about the saved part? Were we saved badk then too? Well, yes
and no(don't throw the tomato just yet!). Asfar as the provision of salvation aceurs, it was
made once and for all at the qossof Christ. We can say thisisthe objedive basis of our
salvation. But as far as the application goes, that did na occur until the washing of regen-
eration and renewing work of the Holy Spirit. So then, the “timeline” of salvationis com-
pressed so that the past work of Christ, the present application o it, and the future hope
resulting from it are dl spoken of in ore place

Salvationin this edionis emphasized to be totaly revolving aroundGod himself, not
us! Thisishow Christianity is, particularly from God's perspedive. If we can get this sme
perspedive, we will shed any puny, man-centered ideas of salvation and the Christian life
andinsteal take on God-honaing, Christ-centered thoughts of salvation.



A. TheBasis—v. 4-5a God’'sKindness Love, and Mercy

God hereiscdled ou Saviour (is he yours?) becaise the Father tooisinvolved in the
work of our salvation. The point of this ®dionisto say that salvation cannat be based on
goodworks. It is based onthree darader traits of God: kindness love and mercy.

These spedk of the goodress lovingkindness philanthropy, and benevolent concern
that God hes for mankind. He by mercy withhdds from us deserved punishment. These
grea charaderistics are nat left in the dstrad for us, but they “gppeaed” & apaint in
history of which we have drealy spoken (Titus 2:11, same verb “epiphany”). In fad, if
you want to know anything about God, then look at Jesus Christ. He is the perfed em-
bodment of dl that Godis!

Salvation came ‘in acordancewith” His mercy toward us. In ather words, arising out
of hismerciful pity on ws, and operating in conformity to that mercy, he did something for
us.

Salvation dd NOT come ‘by works of righteousness” Let me put it simply this way:
Salvation could na be based ongoodworks, becaise we never did any truly righteous
works, nor were we aleto doso. Titus 1:16 says that unbelievers are disqualified from
doing any goodworks. Jesus said that there was only one Good, and that was God (Matt.
19:17, Mark 10:18). Jesus Himself was the only human being that consistently aways did
good (Acts 10:38).

Theisaeisthis: are youtrying to take aflimsy step-ladder to heaven, or are yourid-
ing the devator of God's mercy which is hydraulicdly powered by the work of Christ?

B. The Means-v. 5b-6 The Holy Spirit’s Regeneration and Renewing

Neither can salvation ke obtained through goodworks. Do you foll ow the difference
fromwhat | said above?Above what | emphasized is that goodworks do nd merit afavor-
able standing with God. Here I'm saying that good works canna be the channel through
which any other kind o favorable standing with God can appea, NOT even the work of
Christ! Thisisthe way to answer to the Mormon who says that “we ae saved by Jesus
Christ after al that we can da” In other words, they try to make abasis of salvation the
work of Christ, but the only way to achieve or obtain it is by goodworks. No way Jose!
This addsto Christ’s work and ignores what we've drealy said about the possbility of
doing goodworks in the unregenerate state (nil ).

Rather salvation comes through two ather means, bath of which resolve down to the
work of God. That isto say, salvationis monergistic—One is doing the work. It is GOD-
CENTERED, GOD-ORIGINATED, and GOD-IMPLEMENTED. (Think about this care-
fully plesse—monergistic comes from the roots mono, one, and ergon, work. We say sal-
vationis apart from our own works. Therefore, the Wwork” of salvationi sdore by one
person, nat two. And that person hesto be God, nat us!)

1. Thefirst meansisregeneration. Thisis not the naturdistic ideaof “new lifein the
spring” that comes from the old life that was there last fall. It isnot that thereisa
divine sead or spark in ead person that simply neelsto be resurreded or freed
from the prison house of the body. It isnot a @smic regeneration at the end d all
things. It isthe impartation d anew spiritua life in the person. In ather words it
is personal. Thisisthe John 3"born again” idea Accompanying the regeneration
isthe deansing from sin (forgiveness. Thisis not areference water baptism.
Water baptism does absolutely nothing TO you a IN you. Init, youare doing
something, nat it doing something to you. It most certainly does not wash away
or mute original sin (the sin nature), nor doesiit cleanse from the imputed guilt of
Adam. These sin problems can orly be dedt with by the saaifice of Christ being
applied to your life through faith.

2. The semndmeansis the renewing dore by the Holy Spirit. | understand thisto pre-
suppcse that we become indwelt by the Spirit. He initi ates this “making new”
process and while we ae genuinely new credures at that point, heis nat fin-
ished. He initiates and continues this work of renewal (Rom. 12:2, Eph. 4:23,
Col. 3:10). Thus verse 6 teates that Christ poured out His Spirit on us abun-
dantly, richly, generously. Thereis nolad of suppy on Christ’s part for our
spiritual nedds. If thereisladk of anything, it isin us, not Him!

Both regeneration and the renewing work of the Spirit are experiential. They are not
limited to the redm of judicial or legdl, asif they are never felt nor ever make any pradicd
difference Much to the contrary, they are intimately related to life. They effed the tead-
ing of 2 Cor. 5:17 wherein we ae made new creaures. The old is gone, the new is come—
rejoicd
C.TheHope-v. 7 God’s Inheritance

The ‘that” a the beginning of verse 7 indicaes aresult of our sal vation. Now that we
have been “justified,” we have become heirs of agred inheritance

To bejustified meansto be dedared righteous. The NLT incorredly translatesthis as
“to be dedared na guilty.” But a ‘hot guilty” statusis not enowgh for salvati on—we need
theremoval of sin and the granting of the righteousnessof Christ. That iswhat justificaion
isall abou. This comesonly onthe basis of grace through faith, never of works (Rom.
3:28).

The mntents of the inheritanceis nat diredly referred to here, but it seensto be dl
that God hesin store for usin glory. We ae heirs “in acord with” what we hope dou
eternal life. In ather words, our expedations about eternal life, based onwhat has been
promised abou it, will nat be dashed. We will be heirs of al that, nothing less

Conclusion
The paint is, dealy beloved, that God has dore such awonderful work in us by re-
generating and renewing us, and for us by justifying us, that nothing else logicdly foll ows
than to live for Him (2 Cor. 5:14-15).
MAP



