words are found in the Pentatuch (Gen.2: 7) in
~ relation to the creat*ve act of God.

e. With success ralth is always honored by God.
"~ If one does not see its results, he w111 event-
ually. Mark these" steps:
: l) with the Lord. The Lord heard Ellgah's
prayer and raised the boy (James 5:15).
2) With the boy. The word "soul" is the
"~ same used by Elijah. Hence the boy lived
again (better than "rev1ved") ‘
'8) With the mother. The child was returned
to her, This was a natural move, but it
 was also for a purpose that she might "see"
what God had wrought. Would to God we
could "see' today that He is able to do
the 1mposs4ble. o

"4, The PRODUCTION of faith. v.24.

Believers must never leave the’ 1mpress1on that
God is a petty puppet who responds to the whims
of His creatures. God does-respond to faith,
© But even this is all of grace. What came of
~this incident? Hearken to the text:
a. Recognltlon of Elijah. v Earller the widow
~ had referred to Elijah as a "man of God.'(v.18).
~ Now she is fully persuaded of it (John 3:2;
~ Job 42:2),
b, De31gnat10n of txuth. A true prophet act-
- ually spoke the Word of God. This was one of -
* the tests of presumptious men over the true
servant of God (“eut.18:20-22). The Word of
“ God in the mouth of the prophet is true revel-
: : atlon' B
‘CONCLUSION Does God act in our events of 11fe° The
answer 1is afllrmatlve.i nght where you are now is
within His purpose. If you are unsaved, let Him save
‘you. If you are in doubt ‘let Him relleve you of your
”questlons ~If you are in sore affllctlon, take note
ot HlS de51gn nn that affllctlon.; Amen »

|
1
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by the might of His sovereign power.

BIOGRAPHICAL STUDIES ON ELIJAH
TRaieing the Dead!
I Kings'l7:17_z4:

Introductlon : : ' ' -
1. Every event in the llfe of a chlld ot God is
ordered of the Lord (Rom.8: 28) He controls all thlngs

Hence, it was God
Who brought Elijah to Zaraphath (v.9) and this 1nvolveo

~him in the experiences of a chosen widow (v. 16)

2. The text does not state how long Elijah was 7
with the widow, but presumably a considerable period of
time. Flnally, a move was made by God in the affairs

- of Elijah so that his quiet stay with the w1dow changed»
- (v.17).

‘Tests of all sorts are the common lot of the
believer (I Cor.10:13; Phil. 1:29; Heb,12: 6-11).

- 3.  The only answer to life's experiences is faith
in the absolute pure providence of a living God. Check
out some of these aspects of falth as demonstrated in

~this incident:

1. The EXAMINATION of falth v._17

a. Its suddenness. Here is an. account whlch seems
' to be moving so as to conclude Wlih "and so they
lived happily ever after. , . ." The Hebrew was
connective, however, continues the account on an
~ apparently sad note, A dramatic. change of events
~ takes place. Unless one accepts that all lies in
" His hands, life will be too full of sudden changes
- (Psa. 31: 15) S

i;-b, Its severeness Death had been on- the mlnd of
‘the widow--until Elijah came (v.12). He brought

hope and llfe. In a terse manner, the Blble re- =
ports: A :

v l) Tbe boy was 31ck ,
2) The boy was severely slck. :
 3) The boy was so sick he died!
Here is calamity of the severest ‘nature. The
Bible concludes rightly (Mark 8:36), What the

widow had feared for all, she experlenced w1th
her son, :




c. Its purposefulness. It's seven words and only
four in Hebrew: "After these things . . ."

- Theism alone makes life liveable. Blind Latd* _
ism was not a part of this account (I Kings
12:24). All moved according to His purpose and
perm1831on (Rom.8:28; T Pei,L Ty 4 12)

 The PROSTRATION of faith. v. 18.

To the events of the death, the widow responded

'qulckly°

a. With agitation, The'fizst recorded response
of the widow is in the form of a question. It

eems she actually posed a question to the pro-

phet in the sense of "Does Gcd rezlly care for
- me?" "How can a loving God have fed me and my
son to bring this to pass?" She had found an

‘ 1ncon51stency in her view of God! The first
to feel the impact of her collapse of faith in
a perfect God is His servant the prophet Elijah.
Preachers are often the focus of intense ques-
tioning about the Lord!

b. With conviction, The second response of the
widow concerned her personal relation with Cod.
‘She became conscious of sin. The word of "gin"
‘here is wretchedness or distress. She conceived
of the matter as a judgment from God upon her
imperfection. The last part of the verse seems
to support this. The Hifil form of the verb is

causative in force and in effect blames the com-

ing of Elijah for her son's death. This widow,
like most of us, must learn that trials ‘often
are peoagoglcal and. not panltlve.» : '

 The OPERATION of faith. vv.19, 20.

Whereas the widow questioned God, Fllth was drawn
to God. The sun which hardens clay alsc melts
wax! See how Elijah recpondﬂd :

‘a, With peace. Here is an 111ustrat10n of David's

dictum (Psa. 119:165), Elijah acknowledged God's
prlnc“yle in trial (Pba 119 75). He calmly

! Ca

d.

‘accepted the reallty of the evenis. What a
- lesson for all of us! :

b,
the widow. All he knew was that the boy had died,

- but he was prepared to trust God's wise and lov1ng

With trust. Elijah was as much in the dark as

purpose in it all. To trust is not an admission

~of intellectual su¢c1de but of utmost confidence

in a faithful God ¥ho has infinite perfectlon in
all His ways.j :

With purpose. There is no trace of a breakup
in Elijah's emotional balance. He was .controlled
by Hlim "before whom" he stood (v.l), It was as

natural for him to turn to God as it is for some
~to lose their mental balance! ilark what he did -
in the light of God's purpose:

1) With the woman., The imperative mode is em-
‘ployed to command the woman to give the
- stricken boy to the prophet. No options were
. allowed. =
~ 2) With the boy. Repeatedly the thlrd person
31ngular is employed (v.19): Elijah tock
him, carried him, and laid him. There was
no circumvention of the situation and need.

3) With the Lord. The trial led Elijah to his
knees. Oh, how he prayed. He prayed to a
faithful God (LORD), to a powerful God (God),
and to a personal God (my God). The word
‘Elijah used here for "sin" is that of "moral

- infractions." It differs from the one earlier
It is 1ntereet1ng that Elijah includes

- (v.18).
in his prayer the fact that his sojourn is
with the widow. This also was part of God's
plan and should in fact altar the matter of
- the boy's death and the response to his
prayer, What faith and what an appeal.
Here is a falth that works.
W1th confidence. Elijah lived in harmony with
the Lord (v.1) and obeyed His Word (v. 5). He
asked God tc do the’ 1mposs:.ble. His use of the
word "soul" shows there was a true death for the
term Aiffers from "breath" (v.17), Both




