D Gdgmcommandf vv. 18, 19, The Verbu ere
pzrent wi ep studying the will of God: avise, go
nezt, speak. Elijsh ic cuick to recpond-—hall
Jah!
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“1) Ahab  vv. 19-22. Three sins are licted
, wb;ch Ahiab copmitted: provcked God to anger
made Israel to sin, and sold himself tc work
evil! He will heve his blood licked by the
dogs for all this!
9) Seed vv. 21, 22. Heve the iniquities
of Ahah ~re vstted vpor his children. 2
Kings 9 aad 10 tell the fateful story.
%) Jemebel wv. 23, 24, The story is told
in 2 K'nge 9. God's judgment was sure.
NOTE: Ahab accused Elijeh of finding him (v. 20)
and Elijah confessed that he had. Pleachers of
A_ghipouunnss are always considered "enemies,"
but it is God who finds out the simmer! If
only more were found out in oxrder that their
ginful nearts might be cleansed! Nowhere is the
truth tawght with greater clarity than here
that God hates sin and will punish it. For a
season it may appear that He has overlooked it,
but in the end He will show Himself as the
righteous God.

d. Goa graces. wvv. 27-29, Here are precious
vords indeed. God 13 inrinitely fuil of grace and
these texts prove it. The verbs given show that
Ahab was truly repentant (rent, put sackecloth,
fasted, lav in sackrloth, went softly). Gcd saw
Aiab's bended knee (sc the Hehrew) and gave him
a prcmise (v. 29). That's grace!
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CONCLUSIUN  %ickedness aliiave has its reward from
a rightesus God. Yet, theve is grace for the one
who will Luxble himself before Gud and take +he
place or a needy sirner! This is the Word of the
Tord (v. 28). Oh, heed llis admonition and turn to
Him now {John 3:36),

BIOGRAPHICAL STUDIES ON LEoLIJAH

"Sold to Work Evil®
1 Kings 21:1-29

Introduction

1. Elijah was employed of God to call his successor
Elisha. It was about this very time that a terrible
war broke out between Syria and Israel. By God's help,
the Syrians were routed and compelled to terms of
peace (1 Kings 20).

2. It was after these international disturbances that
Elijah re-appears on the scene. Now he comes again as
an ambassador of God *to Ahab the king. This time he
was sent to reprove the king for wickedness.

3. To get the picture clearly in mind and to learn the
lesson that selling oneself to do wickedness never
isaues in prosperity, consider the persons featured

in the incident recorded:-

1. AHAB o

Here is a man who had a selfish demand. This

is the very crux of the whole matter.

a. His possession. v. 1. Ahab had a fine
garden all his own. It was nigh his palace. Being
a king, he obviously had great wealth,

b. His petition. v. 2. He proposed to Naboth
of Jezreel that he sell his vineyard which was
near the palace, Ahab hoped to enlarge his possess-
ions. He was entirely bu51ness—11ke in his attempt.
But Naboth refused.

c. His prostration. v. 4. The word "heavy" i
the Hebrew term which means "sullen, sad, or angrv.
Ahab's countenance showed his inward feelings.
"Displeased” comes from a roct which means to
“breathe or blow'" and suggests that Ahab was storm-
ing. He was really angry! The result o this
aggressive ettitude is discribed in three phases:

1) he lay down. 2) he turned his face. 3) he
refused to eat. Like a child who couldn't get his
own way he decided to give his wife and family
the silent treatment! And he was the mighty king




