
Outline of 1 Kings 
 
  The book of 1 Kings recounts the death of David, the history of Solomon, the division of 
the Kingdom into northern and southern sections, several of the kings of those two kingdoms, 
and Elijah the prophet. 
 
 I.  Death of David and Transfer of Kingdom to Solomon....................1:1-2:46 
  A. Sickness of David......................................................................1:1-4 
  B. Plot of Adonijah and promise of the kingdom to Solomon..1:5-1:31 
  C. Solomon coronated king........................................................1:32-53 
  D. David’s last words to Solomon ...............................................2:1-12 
  E. Solomon secures the kingdom............................................2:13-2:46 
 
 II. Solomon’s Activities ......................................................................3:1-11:43 
  A. Marriage to Pharaoh’s daughter ................................................3:1-2 
  B. Prayer for wisdom ...................................................................3:3-28 
  C. Solomon’s court, wealth and wisdom .....................................4:1-34 
  D. Solomon’s pact with Hiram of Tyre........................................5:1-18 
  E. The building of the temple and other buildings ...................6:1-7:51 
  F. The dedication of the temple...................................................8:1-66 
  G. Renewal of Davidic covenant ...................................................9:1-9 
  H. Solomon’s fame, wisdom, prosperity...............................9:10-10:29 
  I. Solomon’s many wives, idolatry, and God’s anger ..............11:1-13 
  J. Solomon’s enemies aroused by the Lord ............................11:14-25 
  K. Rise of Jeroboam.................................................................11:26-40 
  L. Death of Solomon................................................................11:41-43 
 
 III. The Kingdom Splits ..........................................................................12:1-33 
  A. Rehoboam made king............................................................12:1-15 
  B. Revolt and Jeroboam made king of north (Israel)...............12:16-24 
  C. Jeroboam plunges Israel into idolatry .................................12:25-33 
 
 IV. Reigns of Israelite and Judean Kings ...........................................13:1-16:34 
  A. Jeroboam of Israel ............................................................13:1-14:20 
  B. Rehoboam of Judah.............................................................14:21-31 
  C. Abijam of Judah ......................................................................15:1-8 
  D. Asa of Judah ..........................................................................15:9-24 
  E. Nadab of Israel ....................................................................15:25-31 
  F. Baasha of Israel ................................................................15:32-16:7 
  G. Elah, Zimri of Israel ..............................................................16:8-20 
  H. Omri of Israel ......................................................................16:21-27 
  I. Ahab of Israel ......................................................................16:28-34 
 
 V. Elijah’s Career..............................................................................17:1-19:21 
  A. Drought and miracles associated therewith......................17:1-18:19 
  B. Prophets of Baal killed ........................................................18:20-40 



  C. Rain .....................................................................................18:41-46 
  D. Elijah flees to Mount Horeb and meets God there ................19:1-18 
  E. Elisha called to prophetic ministry......................................19:19-21 
 
 VI. Ahab’s Reign ................................................................................20:1-22:40 
  A. War between Ahab and Ben-hadad of Syria .........................20:1-43 
  B. Ahab and the vineyard of Naboth .........................................21:1-29 
  C. Death of Ahab in battle against Syria....................................22:1-40 
 
 VII. Further Kings..............................................................................22:41-22:53 
  D. Jehosphaphat of Judah.........................................................22:41-50 
  E. Ahaziah of Israel .................................................................22:51-53 
Notes 
 

� The dedication of the temple in 1 Kings 8 is very significant in Israel’s history.  
� Notice the downfall of Solomon (1 Kings 11) as it relates to Deut. 17:16-17. 
� Notice the seeds of destruction planted in the Northern Kingdom: 1 Kings 12:25-33. 
� Note the account of Elijah’s prophetic “battle” with the prophets of Baal in 1 Kings 18.  


