" The repeated iise of "handmald" is 1ndeed won-

derful and glor:.ous.

; ~'-‘2) For her husband, v. 25.° Ablgall d1d not deny
‘the dreadful clisractér of Nabal, , but she '
~ sought to shift the wrath of David from h1m

o to her own mterest -Ans Dav:Ld’s needs.

3) For Dav:.d v 26 She pled w1th ‘David to re-
sist shedding of blood .and taking actlon for
whlch he would 1ater be' regretful. S

:';',ci;iHer expectat:r.on. vv. 28, 29.

Abigail was certain that God had annomted Dav:.d
... -to.be king, Hence, she assured Dav:l.d of this in
. three practlcal phrasess, .. ... L .. ..

. 1; .He_would have a sure house. .
2) He would ‘be-a bundle of life with the Lord. .
_.3) He would see his -enemies. defeated, _ God would
do all of th1s for h:Lm. .

PRSI E IR

Conclus:.on '

Lots of th:mgs ‘come :mto oux. llves for wh:.ch’ we

could quite easily give a solid reason:for: reactlng
with violence and wrath, God provided this precious -
story in the 0ld Testament to remind us that we offen
need a cool hand on a hot head! .'If ONLY..weé- ‘could: seé
that God!s promises to us,will mever,.no never,. fail,
He will - perfect that . which -concerneth. us (Psa, 138:8).
But 1if. our God is-not: -YOUR..God. through faith :on: Chrlst
.= believe on Him today without delay! Amen,. .. ;

THE 'BOOK OF PIRST SAMUEL

“Keep Tt CéoTY Lo
l Samuel 25 l-44

Introductn.on .

1, Samuel dled and the unlfylng force of HlS 11fe
faded" in’ Israel. ‘David did’ not go. ‘to ‘the’ funeral at
Least,: there 15 nothlng recorded about 11:.

2. Feellng the pressures of hunger and need on the
part of his many men, David sent to the nearest depot
for food. It was the house’ of ‘Nabal, DR

-3, The three major pexr sons in this chapter weave a
story of. pertlnent interest, to’ Ahe children of God,
There is need for a cool hand upon & hot head' The
days in vhich we live are not unlike those of Dav:Ld
hence the ‘message has part:.cular relevance for even
ugdl Lo phr o
1, NABAL LR

What a noble heritage this man had He came from
the loins of Caleb the great man of falth (v. By
‘ff"Cf. Numbers 13, 14 e

" a, His possessions. ; 2.

The listed possessions of Nabal set h1m out as: a

_ __wealthy mans 3000 sheep, 1000 goats. Some men"

e do,. -some in- what they th1nk there are those

.:great.in character, 'still’ others great din HlS - e

sight, How is it w1th you?

,.J,_;b;.”AHJ.s perversion, . . - .

It is sad to rea—d that Nabal was bereft of goodness
suff1c1ent to be recorded

';::1) He- was" churllsh. V. 3.";;

V,.;,. . -

~Th1s partlcular word
means hard-hearted, stern, harsh,*obstinate,
stubborn. Used of A stiff neck :Ln Deut. 31327,

s ?2) ‘He:was ev11 - The: common generlc term

wfor evildg used but At is.enldrged-by the -
-fact that he is twice referred to as & man of

b



2.

chosen to replace Saul.

Qe HZLS moderation,

1

Ba¥ial (vwv,” 17, 25): This Yatter word méans

that he was an unprofitable man, one who is

worthless. It is the height of indignity to

speak of a man in this fashion, hence, Nabal
was indeed dreadfull .

3) He was foolish, v.,25. The term employed by
-the Spirit hére is that vhich means stupid,
abandoned, and ungodly. A fantastic added
word to the beastly heart of this man Nabal.
His name means the. same fbolleh also. ' :

Co HlS vexatlon.' Ve 10 1,

l) Accusation, v. 10, 'The idea of David raised
. within Nabal a feeling of antipafhy. He '
called him a runaway slave.(. '

.:2) Question, - v. ‘11, With great personal prlde
and ownership, Nabal asks why he should take
of his own to give to David, The Whole is
full of bigotry. .

DAVID

David has not been seen in fhls 11ght befbre in Samy
uel, Here is an entirely new view of'fhe man God had

) vv. 4—9.

"~ David needed food and prov131ons. “His mosf likely
.source was Nabal, The reason for this was David’s
- constant vigil in behalf of Nabal's herdsmen.
b. His emotion, o :
The pent up pass1on of Dav1d is noted in str1k1ng

. ‘incidents.

1) His acting, v. 13. Upon learnlng that Nabal
- would not prov1de fbod, he ordered m111tary
- actions

2) His thlnklng.: Ve 21. The action of Nabal -
- could. only -be understood by David as unthank-
fulness. For all the good Dav1d had -done Nabalts

'NOTE"

C,

men, he reeponded with hatred and disinterest.,
3) His threatening. v. 22, This is quite shock-

. ing to read from the mouth of David, He pro-

- jected hlmself as a guerrllla fighter out to
kill}

God's - servants, even dh01ce ones like
David, are not without problems with
sin (the nature),

His con51derat10n.]

It is beautiful to read how Dav1d llstened to the
appeals of Ablgall. He responded to her in three

. areass

1) About God v, 32, He waS'gratified that God

had sent her to him., How sweetly precious'

2) About adv1ce. ‘yv, 33, 34, The. word Madvice"
is the one for flavor of food: (Num, 11 8)
Abigail had spoken like-apples of gold in

- pitchers of silver and David had accepted her
advice, Such understanding!

3) About circumstances., vv. 39-42, Bereft of her
- husband, David called her to hlmself for: :
marriage. . :

3. ABIGAIL

e

v. 3.

Her Eerson.

- Two items are noted about her- ehe was beautlful

.ﬁa.;and she had good understanding. The latter means
~'she had intelligence (cf, this woxd in Prov. 3:5;

18:15).

Her intercession.

The text provides detailed implo 1ng from Abigail
for David to "cool it," She focused her be~
seeching in three directions:

1) For herself, vv. 23, 24, 28, 31, It is really

tremendous to see the humlllty of this woman.

With all she knew about Nabal, she directed the
fault upon herself and asked for forgiveness.




