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~It is-three folds:

1) For Saul. v, 22, .

2) For God. .v..28, . \

8) For himself, v. 24, e
Word for "tribulation" is used- of trava11 of
a woman, e e -

i UL el

c. His frustratlon. 24 1—4. SN

with grave 1nde11bleness, Dav1d communes, wmth

his own bitter soul, .He sees no future for A

himself, but death, He feels he w111 come to
4uv:”vﬁh1s -end prematurely. RS A

.Note,. Dav1d all but forgot that he had been app01nted

T . king of Israel and this by God,  Until. this was

'Hoaccompllshed he _was. utterly 1nv1nc1ble.' If
only he had belleved God’ o '

' Conc1u51on .

'The Chrlstlan 11fe can be one of v1ctory and trlumph

one, Paul noted that he had 1earned to be content

in vhatever state (Phil; '4i11). He had learned to accept,

fulfill, respect,;and.believe in God's. -appointment. ..
Trve :peace and- personal ‘haxmony are never. experlenced
until this is,realized..;But you can't come to this
sort of settled feeling unless you know God, possess
Christ as your Saviour, and put your Whole welght upon
HlS Word, ' Will: you do THIS today. Do ToL L
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THE BOOK OP FIRST SAMUEL

‘ "Falth and Fallure"
.1 Samuelﬁ26-27 4

Introductlon

1. Failure is a close. compan1on to falth They often

 are expressed in alternating sequences. TIt 1s the end

of this which really counts' L T2 RS L LI

- 24, Dav1d's 1ife and h1s engagements w1th Saul 111us-
trate S0- much -of- the, Chrlstlan ey erience... The current.
chapter afflrms again that: failure:lurks-at. the very
corners of faith., To, see: this and- read it is. to fortify
the trusting soul with 1nﬁormat10n 1ead1ng to splrltual_

. growth,

+-3,:The* four majoyr -characters of the passage Show
the short distance between -faith and failure, Each one
did. somethlng in connection with.God's appointment and
the story is-genuinely exciting. .in. this} Study the
following. app01ntments carefully- =

1, ABISHAI——He failed to accept God's app01ntment
a, His recommendatlon. Va S,K,; S

;- Like the. men of David prev1ous1y (Chap. 24),
... Abisghai ‘feels.God has delivered Saul. for. death
. .-now!. He recommends one. sm1t1ng w1th the sword

Only one will be needed. S

1 b,lﬂls refutatlon. V. 9—11

L Dav1d glves three reasons for not acceptlng the
%ﬁsuggestlon of. Abighai: . Sy . :

1)-You ean't Justlfy actlon agalnst God’
anointed. . Guilty is the-one who reJects
. God's appointment, L
2) You can't deny the Judgment of God God
will deal with Saul in 'one of‘three ways
Corn llsted P ,: ;,,,‘ oo ’«.'

3) You can’t 1nvolve Dav1d 1n,such“a dastardly
deed He would have no part of 1t ‘



Note

24 ABNER——He failed to fulfill God's app01ntment

" e

~f Abrier was the highest ranking military personnel

L. B’

i

David has reaffirmed his basic contention that
vhen God raises up a man, it is up to God to
deal with him in his rebellion, For man to enter
into God's province is to call down the judgment
—of God upon himself, :

HlS;pQSltron ve 5. . . - o f

on guard with Saul, With Saul and his company -
entrenched behind their wagons. and fac111t1es, o

~Abner was in charge of protectlon.

His. condltlon. v, 12,

'Three verbs tell the tale of woe for Abners he.

‘. didn't see; he didnft know; he didn't awake!

The deep sleep God had brought was the same as

" mentioned elsevhere in the Word :(Gen, 2:21;

C.

"15:12). In both of these instances, God did

somethlng,unllaterally to show His power!

His condemnatlon. Vv, 13-16

In a ‘series of verbal exchanges, all of which

{'1‘probab1y are not recorded, David rebuked Abner

' for his failure to watch and protect the king,

his master.

"God a831gns all of His own with spec1fic'respon-
sibilities., No child of God is giftless in the

Body of Christ! The warning of Ezekiel should

" ring loud and clear in. every born agaln ear

(See Ezekiel 3).

3, SAUL-—He fa11ed to respect>ch's’apppintment.

s

His question. v. 17.

. One oscillates in feelings’for Saul. In utter

disregard for God's declared purpose for David, ;
"he pursves him relentlessly, Yet, his pathetic
"my son, David" beggers emotions. The verb

"knew" is actually the one for "recognize,"

His admission. v, 21.°

Saul admitted his utter futlle situation in four

" statements:
1) I have sinned.

2) I will no more do harm,
8) I have played the fool,

~-4) I have erred’ exceedlngly;

His persua81on.‘ V. 25,

Saul had prev1ous1y recognlzed that God's ‘purpose
for David would win out (24:20), but this know-
ledge did not stay with h1m long!” Again, however,

" he is stirred -within to express God's future for

David, In two emphatic utterances, he notes:

1) David will do great. S
2) David will prevail. ‘ h

'“jThese verbs are both. doubled in th1s verse to ;:

give the sense of definitive perfectlon in the . :

"idea expressed, Hence, Saul expresses no sense

Note

of doubt.about the ultimate role of David! © =
If only. Saul'could have' respected what God

"had decided. : His whole lifé would have been

' different. .We need to take What God does

11terally'

4 DAVID--He falled to be11eve God’s app01ntment

a.

b.

His proposition, wv. 19, 20.

David longed for a truce in the whole mad run

for his life, If it were God Who propelled Saul
against David, then let's offer sacrifice to God
and be done with it! If it were man who did
this, let him be cursed. They only did their
meanness to drive David to serve the false gods!
He concludes that it is meaningless to pursue him.

His suggestion. vv. 22-24




