THE BOOK OF ECCLESIASTES
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1. What does- &% man d@-wlt&bﬁt %hv Fible 2°HE s dnly vule
for faith and practice? He has but one option h.‘amselic"I i
That is what this Bodk 1§ al4FBBade) T4 eidrds" the eftbres
of Solomon to flnd satlsFabtlon aslue frnm Fhewrevelatlon

is mentioﬁéd some 40 times in thls booka I e
more, his concluding remarks .{12:13y; ld)inffer some intent to
demenstrate that his per%onal observaticns and exprec51ons
are bankr‘uptv, el ) ooowd amdd oed Ll : .
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uman endeavor totlnd
SS of human hlctury o
(2 1= ll)s w;sdom o

of‘fhemafterllié“(B 14~ 24), and‘éﬁéh“s dry THems 54 oppres-
sion, rivalry, mlser1¢ness, and popularity (4
more can be said? ‘ IR e

4.  The-present sectiencdealswith:thadspiritual and physi-
cal side of a man. Both have little:to offer for sound sat-
isfaction. ~:Nonetheless, counsel~-i® given-to ''show that -even
these:-have. ctheir problems. Note his argument: :

1. RELIGIOUS practices--not adequate v, 1-7.

a. Prayers do not satisfy wv, 1-3. Although & spirit-
ual exercise is not to be denied, even thlS has its prob—
lems. . Hence, -when prayer is made, it ige ' BIYL

Y To be watched v. 1. Words must not be allowed
to move ahead of thcoughts. Listening 1sbett rthantalklngo

‘ 2) Ta be 'contrclled v. 2. The tongue should not be
glven a full rein. God is infinitely exalted and a few well
chosenJreverentlal words are appropriate, but notimuch more.

: 3) To be compared v. 3. Labor makes a man weary
nd thls results in dreams. So, many words spoken in
prayers lead a man to folly.

b. Vows do not satisfy vv. 4-7,. Like prayers, vows -
also have difficulties. But when made, they should:. .

1) Be paid v. 4, 5. Whatever is spoken should be
made up- (Deut. 23:22~24). To say a vow and not fu;flll Jt
is worse than to have made one in the first place.

N 2) Be reckoned wv. 6. A vow can-easily lead to sin
in the body. 2An inconsiderate vow before,a priest is also



a troublesome item, God inflicts judgment.

3) Be evaluated v. 7. Just as dreams (v. 3) are
like many words=--folly, so vows can easily turn out to be
the same. The whole is one big emptiness (1:2).

2, MONEY possessed--not adequate vv. 8=20.

Although Solomon has dealt with the possessions of a man
(e.g. 2:1-~11), this section takes a look at some of the
problems relating to money in one's hands. What happens?

a. It causes hurt wvv. 8, 9.

It may well be that two systems of government are in
view here: the one tyrannical (v. 8) and the other monarch~
ial (v. 9). In any case, where government officials take
advantage of those beneath them, it is over money (v. 8).
The king (monarchial) must acknowledge that he too lives
from the land and be equitable (v. 9). All must be serxrved.

b. It creates avarice vv. 10-12,

Coveteousness by its very nature is insatiable (v.
10). WwWith abundance comes increased consumption, so the
rich man can only look at what he owns (v. 11). In the end,
a laborer (slave) is better off. He can sleep while the
rich man loses sleep over his riches.

c. It courts insecurity wvv, 13~17.

The words "sore evil" designate a morbid evil, a
deep hurtful one. There is a sudden loss of what a man has
carefully accumulated (v. 13). It is so sad that his son is
left nothing (v. 14). It is a life--for the rich man--that
starts with nothing and ends the same way (v. 15). How
miserable is the life which leads to nothing (v. 16). Hence,
a rich man who has lived on prison fare and deprived himself
of a comfortable room and light, now ends up Juccaszd in mind
and body over his nothingness (v. 17).

Conclusion With a quick survey of religious practices and
money held, Solomon concludes that a cheerful enjoyment of
life is advised. It is not possible in the ordinary means
of life's treasuves, but it is a special gift of God. 'The
one who does not think of his days of life but finds that
God answers to all of his needy hearte==that man is right,
The torment of the transitoriness of life would be gone. May
God help us to grasp the lesson here and refer our hearts to
Hig Word (2 Cor. 4:16-18).



