Exodus 19-22

The 10 Commandments August 27, 2006

Introduction

Now that the Exodws itself has been completed, the people of Israd arrived at Mourt
Sinai. It had been threemonths sncethey left Egypt. At this ggnificant locaion, God ap-
peaed to Moses and the people and gave the Law to them.

Observations from Chapter 19

1

Thisisthe start of the fifth dispensation, the Law or Mosaic emnamy. It is at this
stage that Israd is congtituted a national entity with abody of laws. Previoudly,
they were apeople-group bu had na been boundtogether as anation.
Noticethat the avenant hereis condtioned onthe proper response of the people
(v. 5).

The purpose of Israd’s existencewas to be aspedal treasure to God (v. 5) andto
be akingdom of priests and aholy nation (v. 6).

The people acceted the Lord’ s “if” inv. 5, at least initialy.

The presence of God demanded spedal preparation by Moses and the people be-
forehand (vv. 9-15).

The LORD then appeaed onMourt Sinai with fire and smoke acompanying his
presence (vv. 16-25)

Observations from Chapter 20

1

The Ten Commandments are recorded in chapter 20. Sometimes folks get con-
fused onwhich are the ten. Here they are:
a. The “First Table” of the Law
i. Youshal have no aher gods before Me, v. 3.

ii. Youshal not make agraven image, v. 4-6.

iii. Youshal not take the name of the LORD invain, v. 7.

iv. Remember the Sabbath day, vv. 8-11.

b. The “SecondTable” of the Law
i. Hona your father and mother, v. 12.

ii. Youshal not murder, v. 13.

iii. Youshal not commit adultery, v. 14.

iv. Youshdl not sted, v. 15.

v. Youshall not bea fase witness v. 16.

vi. Youshal not covet..., v. 17.

Severa things sroud be observed in the 10 commandments.
c. Isthe 10 commandmentsthe whole law? Not even close!
d. Noticehow thelaw is simmarized by Jesus and Paul.
i. Matt. 7:12-“Therefore, whatever you want men to doto
you, do also to them, for thisisthe Law and the Prophets.”
This sansto refer to the “secondtable” in ou relationsto
other people; it does not addressour relationto God dredly.

ii. Matt. 22:.37-40—"“Love the Lord your God...love your
neighbar as yourself. On these two commandments hang all
the law and the prophets.” Notice ajain the treament of the
Law in two sedions.

iii. Ga.5:14—For al thelaw isfulfilled in oreword, even in
this: “Youshall love your neighba as yourself.”

iv. Rom. 13:8-9 — Owe no man any thing, but to love one an-
other: for he that loveth ancther hath fulfill ed the law. For
the ommandments, “Y ou shall not commit adultery,” “ You
shall not murder,” “ You shall not sted,” “ You shal not bea
false witness” “ You shall not covet,” and if thereis any
other commandment, are dl summed upin this saying,

3.

namely, “You shal | ove your neighbar as yourself.” Here the
seaondtableislisted, except honaing father and mother. Of
course, Paul mentions that in Eph. 6:1-3.
e. Notethe uniquenessof God in the first commandment.
Images are nat all owed. What abou the cherubim in the tabernade
(25:18)?
g. Taking the name of the LORD in vain is common today, of course. Be
careful abou what you attribute to God and ahers.
h. Notetheview of credionin the fourth commandment: the hearens and
eath and everything in them was creaed in six days!
The people of Israd could be charaderized with ore word: AFRAID! Noticethe
difference between them and us mentioned in Hebrews 12:18-30.
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Observations from Chapter 21

1
2.
3

4.
5.
6

Note that slavery is assumed to exist; it isregulated in vv. 1-11

Injuries or deah caused by ancther person are the subjed of vv. 12-27.

Note that the unban baby which iskill ed requires “life for life.” Thisis probably
the dearest statement in the Bible that an unban baby isa LIFE.

Injuries or deah caused by ancther person’s animal are the subjed of vv. 28-36.
Note that if an animal kill s aperson, that animal must be kill ed.

If it was known that the animal was violent before, and the owner let it go loose
so that it kill ed a person, the owner would suffer the deah penalty as well since
heinflicted deah onanather person by his negligence However, apparently a
fine or penalty of money could be extraded instea of the life of the owner, de-
pending on what the judges determined.

The law was dightly different for an injured servant—a monetary fine wasim-
posed to all ow the owner to get ancther servant.

Fair exchange isto be made when one's carelesmesscauses the injury or deah
of ancther’s animal.

Thisisvery relevant today, asin the cae of a pit bull which kill sa person. It
must be put to deah. And the owner hasto be held resporsible aswell. | dor't
know any cases of the death penalty being impaosed onthe owner, though | sup-
poseit could beif the owner purposefull y used the animalsto dothat.

Observations from Chapter 22

1
2.

3.

No oA

Thefirst part of this chapter deds with stolen property and restitution, vv. 1-15.
The chapter then talks about miscdl aneous judgments regarding the interadions
of people.

Someone violating the virginity of ayoung woman caused the lossof the bride-
priceto the family of the girl and thus the man is responsible to pay the family
and may have to have her as hiswife. The father of the girl may refuse this latter
option.

Sorcery, bestidlity, and pagan saaifice dl cdl for the deah penalty.

People like dien residents, widows, and aphans are to be treaed kindly.
Money was to be lent to Isradites withou interest, v. 25.

A man’'s garment could na be kept as a pledge overnight, as he would nedd it to
deeg (. 26-27)!
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