Exodus5-7 Hardening of Pharach June 25, 2006

1. What does God mean that He will harden Pharaoh’s heat (4:21)? Look at the
21 versesthat refer to the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart (Exod. 3:18-20; 4:21;
7:3,13, 14, 22; 8:15, 19, 32, 9:7, 12, 34, 35, 10:1, 20, 27, 11:10; 13:15; 14:4,
8, 17). What do you lean from them?

a What isthe“heat?’ It seansto be the enotional sea of man and
the dedsion-making center.
b. Did God harden Pharaoh’s heat or did Pharaoch?
c. Noticein 9:34that Pharaoh’s srvants also hardened their heats.
d. Purpaoses of hardening Pharaoh’s heat (seeRom. 9:17):
i. Tosdow hisrelease of the people (4:21) to magnify the fol-
lowing points as well .

ii. To dsplay God s power (9:16, 10:1, 11.9).

iii. Asamemorial for future generations (13:15, 10:2, note
dua purposein 10:1-2).

iv. To get glory over Pharaoh and show that God is the LORD
(14:4, 17-18). Thisincludesthe spread of God' s fame
throughout the eaith (9:16).

e. Inwhat way did God harden Pharaoh’s heat?
i. Didhedoit actively? That is, creaing herdening (sin) in

Pharaoh’s heat? Of course we know God daes not do that
sort of thing (James 1:13).

ii. Ordidhedoit passively? That is, judge Pharaoh and trea
him asthe sinin hisheat arealy wasinclined to be? God
removed restraints from Pharaoh to dowhat he wanted to
do. In asense, we muld say that God al ows them to more
fredy go down the path of sin. He removes the restraining
hand of common gracethroughthe Holy Spirit (Gen. 6:3,
Isaiah 59:19, 2 Thess 2:6-7).

f. Towhich New Testament passage would you refer if you wanted to
find a similar teading there?
i. Rom. 1:24, 26, 28.

i. Rom.9:17-18.

g. DoesGod dosomething adively inside aperson to send people to
Hell ?

2. Notethat in the plague where the water was turned to blood, the only appar-
ent source of water was that filtered throughthe land or in wells, sincein
7:24the Egyptians dug around the river to find water to drink.

3. 1 wonder if there were some “vacdion days’ for the dhildren of Israd during
these plagues. For instance, the first onetook 7 days. It seams that such ana-
tional caastrophe would certainly slow down the work.

4. What ishappeningin 7:11 and 7:22 where Pharaoh’s magicians did the same
things that Moses and Aaron were aleto do ty God s mirade-working
power.
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