
THE INDESTRUCTIBLE NATION:  PERPETUATED 
"The Glory of Eternal Provision" 

Ezekiel 37:1-28 
 

Introduction 
1.  With the current tensions in the Middle East and the Israel/Arab conflict, this is 
indeed a strategical portion of God's unchanging Word.  What is recorded is at once 
inerrant and fully guaranteed by Almighty God. 
 
2.  Many view this "valley of dry bones" vision (vv. 1, 2) as a reference to physical 
resurrection.  Others see the spiritual resurrection of individuals.  Replacement 
theologians do not consider the nation Israel at all i n this text. 
 
3.  Taking the plain and obvious literal interpretation, it is patent that the national and 
spiritual restoration of the nation Israel is the subject.  This will be accomplished by: 
     a.  God's infinite Power (v. 3).  The emphatic personal pronoun "Thou" is used with 
the second singular verb "knowest." 
 
     b.  God's infinite Word vv. 4-6.  Ezekiel is commanded to prophesy the "word of 
the Lord."  
  
     c.  God's infinite Life vv. 7-10.  Again Ezekiel is commanded to prophesy (verb 
prophesy repeated six times in four verses).  The dry bones received breath, lived, 
stood on their feet, and became an exceeding army (v. 10). 
 
Note:  There can be no reasonable doubt about the ultimate restoration of the Jewish 
nation, according to this chapter of the Bible and scores of confirmatory passages.  
From the world-wide dispersion (the Diaspora), God Himself will restore them 
nationally, spiritually, and physically.  The prophetic word confirms all of this.  So be 
it! 
 
4.  Now consider aspects of this restoration prophecy: 
 
1.  THE PURPOSE OF RESTORATION 
     a.  To confirm God's Word v. 14.  The emphatic personal pronoun "I" is used with 
"spoken" and "preferred."  Moreover, it is the Lord who effects all needed (cf. vv. 8, 
11).  God's promises must be fulfill ed to Abraham (Gen. 15:18; 22:16-18), to Israel 
(Gen. 26:3), and Jacob (Gen. 28:12-16).  Think of it, the nation "slain" (v. 9 
butchered), "dried," " lost," "cut off " (v. 11), yet by God's word will be restored to their 
own land (Jer. 23:5-8).  God will be vindicated! 
 
     b.  To confirm God's Hope vv. 11, 12, 22.  As in v. 14, it is clear that God gives His 
people hope for the "ground" of the nation (so Hebrew).  Out of the hopelessness of 
the nation (vv. 1, 2, 11), the living God provides a living hope, blessed be His Name. 
 
     c.  To confirm God's Land vv. 12-14.   The land was given by God to the nation 
Israel (through Abraham, Isaac, Jacob).  Take particular note of these remarkable 
phrases: 

          1)  "Brought out . . . from"  vv. 12, 13 
          2)  "Brought" to v, 12 
          3)  "Brought" safely v. 14.  Hebrew verb means to settle down in peace.  The 
weary, wandering nation will finally be at rest (cf. v. 25; Amos 9:15. 
 
     d. To confirm God's Conversion v. 14a cf. v. 23.  The outline includes the 
following: 
          1)  National rebirth vv. 4-10, 12, 13 
          2)  National regathering  v. 12 
          3)  National regeneration v. 14 
          4)  National resettlement v. 14 
 
Note:  1.  The work of the Holy Spirit v. 14.  2.  The blessing of preservation v. 23. 
 
     e.  To confirm God's Nation  vv. 12, 23, 27, 32.  The nation is designated "my 
people."  They are indeed an elect people for His Name's sake.  Now the nation will be 
the head and not the tail (Deut. 28:13). 
 
2.  THE SCOPE OF RESTORATION 
     a.  It is totaled v. 11.  The "house of Israel" is actually all of the seed of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob (Israel).  The term "Israel" is not a reference to the northern tribes, but 
the one family of God's choice – the Jewish people.  There is no sense to part of the 
nation, but the total nation.  The N.T. confirms this (Mt. 8:11; Luke 13:28, 29) as does 
the present context (cf. v. 22). 
 
     b.  It is detailed vv. 15-22.  All that is regarded is "the word of the Lord" (v. 15).  
What a remarkable way Ezekiel is instructed to demonstrate that Judah and "his 
companions" and Israel and "his companions" become "one."  Hence the southern 
kingdom, which included Judah, Benjamin, Simeon, Levi, and some godly from the 
north (2 Chron. 11:12ff ; 15:8; 30:11, 18; 31:1) is noted.  Likewise the northern 
kingdom, which included Ephraim and Manasseh (Isa. 7:17), largely from the house of 
Joseph, is noted.  The two are joined as "one stick."  They are "one in mine hand" (v. 
19).  There will be "one nation" forever (v. 22).  Obviously this puts to rest the false 
views of Anglo-Israelism.   
 
3.  THE RESULTS OF RESTORATION 
     a.  Cleansed forever  v. 23.  Think of it, no more defilement with idols, no 
detestable things (abominable),  no more transgressions.  Why?  All because the Lord 
"will save them" and "will cleanse them."  Accordingly, the one returned nation will be 
"my people" and "I will be their God."  What an incredible action of God's Word 
"takes the children of Israel" and "gathers them" and "brings them into their own land" 
(v. 21).  No wonder they will "walk in my judgments, and observe my statutes, and do 
them"  (v. 24). 
 
     b.  Land forever  v. 25.  Here the word "land" is the common modern Hebrew           
(                          ).  There is to be settlement in the land (three times the verb         ).  It 
is the land of promise for it was that of their "fathers" (Gen. 15:18; Ezek. 48:1-28).  It 



will be theirs "forever"  (                              ad holam).  It is a place that will blossom  
(Isa. 35:1), have milk (Joel 3:18) and a rich harvest (Amos 9:13). 
 
     c.  King forever  v. 24.  Four titles are given David: "servant"   (                             ) 
"king" (                                     )  and  "shepherd (                                    )  and  "prince" 
(                                    , v. 25).  
 
           Thus the Davidic covenant will be honored (2 Sam. 2:8-17).  While some 
contend those references to a resurrected literal "David," it seems better to understand 
the unconditional Davidic covenant to refer to David' s ultimate Heir apparent, the 
Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
     d.  Covenant forever.  Thank God for a "peace covenant" which God makes with 
the nation.  It wil l be "everlasting" and will not be broken.  The reference is probably 
to the New covenant (Jer. 31:31-34), but incorporates all i ncluded in the other 
unconditional covenants (Abrahamic, Gen. 12:1-3, Palestinian, Deut. 28 – 30, and 
Davidic,  2 Sam. 7-8-17).    The nation is knotted to the Lord forever. 
 
     e.  Sanctuary forever  vv. 26, 27.  This aff irms that there will be a "sanctuary" and a 
"tabernacle" (                 ) where the Lord begins to be "in the midst" of the restored 
nation "forevermore."  By so much He will be "their God" and the nation "my people."  
To question the reality of this is to question God' s "I will " and the plain statements of 
the final chapters of Ezekiel (40-48) which are God-breathed (2 Tim. 3:16, 17). 
 
Conclusion   It is time to be silent before the thrice Holy God.  His Word stands and 
must not and cannot be altered.  There is no possible way to deny the ultimate triumph 
of God and His chosen people, the Jews.  They will be restored and that forever.  So let 
the heathen know this.  The final solution is that the Lord will sanctify Israel (v. 28).                             
 


