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Introduction

What we have looked at so far isthe period o history cdled the “Age of Innocence”
That is, Adam and Eve were innccent in that they had na sinned, but they had na proven
that they were @ove sinning as of yet. Early in world history, presumably nat long after
the seventh day of credion, they facal the test of the ayes when God all owed the serpent,
energized by Satan, to test them asto their obedience

A. TheFall Itsdf, v. 1-7

A trap to avoid in this edionisthetrap of reading too much into what it says. Some
interpreters sy that Adam did na give Eve goodinstructions as to what the prohibition
was, others sy that Adam was right there when the serpent was talking to Eve and dd na
say anything; others suggest that Adam felt sorry for Eve and took the poisontooin order
tojoin her in deah. The Bible says nore of this. What it does sy is asfoll ows.

1. The serpent was the most cunning of all the animals.

2. The serpent talked to the woman. We might wonder if an animal spezking would
raise ared flag with Eve, but apparently it did nd.

3.  Thequestion d the serpent isabou “every” treeof the garden, indicating that he
uncerstoodthat there was at least one treethat was forbidden, but was suggesting
that this prohibition was nat fair. Why not “every” tree?

4. Thewoman replied that they could ea from the trees, but the spedal onein the
middle of the garden they could na ed lest they suffer deah. From what is said
in 217 she alds “nor shall youtouch it.” Thiswould be areasonable extension
of the mmmand—in order to avoid the temptation, but it is not told usinfalli bly
that she adually sinfully added this phrase. The adual sin comes next.

5.  Theserpent replied in verse 4 that deah was not what God redly meant. Rather,
when they ate of it, they would become wise like God himself. He did na say all
the other consequences that would come with the sin. Note that the serpent is
empowered by Satan. Satan has aready fallen (Isaiah 1412-14, Ezekiel 28:12-
15). Satan adually sinsagain in 3.4 when helies abou God sword (John 844).
So that sinisredly thefirst one recorded in Genesis!

6. Thewoman becane tempted. She saw the treelooked good, she saw that it gave
pleasureto her eyes, and she thought that it would make her more wise, so she
took (touched) and ate. Y ou can seehow lust conceived and gave birth to sin,
andsin gaveriseto deah (James 1:14-15).

7. Eve dso gave someto her husband and he ae it without any recorded hesitation.

8. Part of the “wisdom” gained by Adam and Eve was a new self-awarenessin
which they redized they were unclothed. They becane enbarrassed abou this
andtried to cover themselves with makeshift clothing.

B. God’s Inquiry, v. 8-13

1. God apparently walked in the garden onaregular basis and hed fell owship with
his creaion. Thistime, however, Adam and Eve fled from God's presence

2. Obviousdy God knew predsely where Adam was and what his condition was be-
cause Heis omniscient, but he was patient and asked the question.

3. Adam admits his fea and why he hid himself. At this, God asks him whoin-
formed Adam of his nakedness Thiswasthe duein Adam’'s answer that gave
away the fad that Adam had eden o the treeof the knowledge of good and evil.

4. Theman shoud havereplied, “Yes, | did, and | waswrong to doso.” Instead, he
played the blame game, which every sinner has been playing for ages ever since
Adam blamed hiswife and indiredly blamed God, who hed given him his wife.
How audacious!

5. Godturnsto the woman and asks her what happened. She blamed the serpent.
There was no ore for the serpent to blame.

C. God'sCurse, v. 14-24
1. The aurse onthe serpent and the proto-evangelium, v. 14-15

a  Some supernatural changes to the serpent’s anatomy apparently occur. He
will crawl on hisbelly now.

b. Thewoman will nat like the snake, in general.

c. Butthemain pant isthat Godis turning to the enpowering agent behind
the serpent, that is, Satan, and saying that the off spring of Satan will be
enemies of the woman. The “seed of the woman,” ultimately referring to Je-
sus Christ, would crush the head of the serpent, but not before sustaining a
blow to his hed.

2. The awrseonEve, v. 16

a.  Childhirth is supernaturally changed to become amore painful process

b. Thephrase “your desire shall be for your hushand’ has been interpreted in
various ways. One way is that she will want a husband. This could be, but
the phrase “and he shall rule over you' probably is determinative in helping
us understand what the ealier phrase means. This means that the husband
will generally have the authority and ruling power in the home. The woman
will naturally not want to subjed herself to that becaise of her sinfulness

3. The awrseonAdam, v. 17-19

a. Theground(creaion, the world) is cursed because of Adam. It will sprout
thorns and thistles—it will be choked with weeds unless sveay labor is put
in to avoid this.

b. Thistoil some labor, which was nat present in the garden (labor was, but not
with this amount of toil), will continue until the man des. He was formed
from the dust and his body will return there.

4. Theprovision d coats of skin, v. 20-21

a  Adam names his wife. Remember that thisindicaes the aithority of Adam
over Eve (2:16).

b. Godmade mats of animal skinsfor Adam and Eve. This had two puposes.
The first and most obviousis that the skins functioned as clothing. The sec-
ond, implied puposeisthat God made an animal blood saaificefor them to
atone for their sin. Besides giritua deah, which occurred immediately
uponthe sin of Adam and Eve, thisisthe first deah mentioned in the Bible.

5. The epulsionfrom the garden, v. 22-24

a  Anad of judgment and mercy is srown here—God ensures that mankind
will not be aleto ea of thetreeof life (one of the other treesin the garden)
and so prolong his snful state forever.

b. Hewas ®nt out of the Eden paradise and hed to fend for himself. The
beauty and perfedion o the garden had to be left behind.

c. The cherubim at the eat end o the garden indicates that thiswas the only
way in or out of the garden, and God was ensuring that whil e the garden ex-
isted (until the flood?) that no ore muld enter.

Conclusion: The Importanceof Adam

The remainder of the Bible lays the blame for the fall uponAdam. NoticeRom. 5:12:
“Therefore, just as through ore man sin entered the world, and deah through sin, and thus
deah spread to al men, because dl sinned...” The blame for sin entering the world islaid
at the fee of Adam, not Evel Why isthis? The next versetellsus. 1 Tim. 2:14: “And
Adam was not deceved, but the woman being deceived....” In ather words, the woman
was tricked by the serpent. Adam had nosuch excuse, i.e., hewas not tricked at al. He
knew full well what he was doing. He understoodthat he would die when he de. He
probably aso knew something of his representative role for al of mankind and that his sn
would plunge the whale raceinto a sinful state nat only by the inheritance of asin nature,
but also because of imputed guilt. In other words, God had assgned Adam aspedal repre-
sentative role athe first human being. This role was not assigned to Eve. MAP



