Genesis 11:27-12:20 Abrahamic Covenant January 29, 2006

Introduction
At this paint, we have readed the acourt of Abraham. He isthe center of attention
through chapter 25.

Terah’s Family, 11:27-30

Terah had threesons — Abram, Nahor, and Haran. Abram will take up ou attention
for the next few weeks, so we will ded with him later.

Nahor married Milcah (v. 29). Genesis 22:20-23 tell sus that they had eight chil dren.
One of these was Bethuel, a @usin to Abraham’s ©n Isaac Bethuel’ s daughter was Re-
bekah, who would eventually become the wife of Isaac(Gen. 24:15-67).

Haran had ason, Lot, but then died whil e till i n Ur of the Chaldees with his father
Terah. From here, Lot tagged along with hisuncle Abram.

Abram’s wife was Sarai. They were not able to have dildren for many yeas.

Movetothe City of Haran, 11:31-32

Terah moved hisfamily from Ur of the Chaldees to Haran. Ur is on the Euphrates
River, just northwest of the Arabian Sea Thisisright along the border between modern-
day Saudi Arabiaand Irag. Haran is basicdly northwest along the Euptrates about 600
miles. The dty was probably named by Terah after his snwho ded asayoung manin Ur.

Apparently Terah intended to take his family to the land o Canaan but stopped short
of that godl. They lived for awhile & a stopover point. Genesis 12:5 says that Abram left
Haran and departed to go to Canaan, agoa he adieved.

Terah readed the old age of 205yeasand ded in Haran.

God'sCall to Abram, 12:1-3

The message that God gave to Abramiswhat is cdled an unconditional covenant. He
promised to give Abram certain things, withou any conditi ons attached to the ultimate
fulfill ment of those promises. So thisisthe cmmmencement of what we cdl the dispensa-
tion o promise. While God has nat abandored his previous dispensational arrangement of
human government, he is making a new arrangement for the beginnings of the nation o
Israd which will be the focus of God s work throughout the remainder of the OT.

Thefirst part of what God said consists of a aommand for Abram to move to the land
that God would show him. From 12:5, it is apparent that Abram knew the general areato
which God was direding him, namely the land o Canaan, but he did na know some of the
more spedfics (Heb. 11:8). In fad, it was only later (12:7, 13:14-18, 15:18-21) that Abram
was given more detail s on the exad dimensions of the property that God was deeding to
him.

Note that Heb. 11:8 tell s that Abram obediently left hishome @urtry in faith. Genesis
15:6 isthe dasdc verse that points out that Abraham was justified, but he first exercised
faith in God before Genesis 15.

Then God makes veral “1 will” promises. Depending on howv you dvideit up, you
might seethreeparts to this promise, or up to seven parts. The following will bre& it down
into seven partsto help explain it, but you can seehow different partslogicdly fit together.
Some ae promises to Abram personaly; others are to his descendants; others are for those
who are outside of hisphysicd family.

1. I will make you agrea nation. Thisis apromise that, though Abram does not have
any chil dren yet, he would have ahuge number of descendants. Heb. 11:12 says
that Abraham has many descendants. In additi on to those from Isaag there ae
thaose of Ishmad’sline. This asaumes “gred” carries the sense of “large.” Of
course, the nation o Israd will also be “gred” in the sense of “important” in the
future of God's program with mankind

2.1 will blessyou. Abraham would receve personal blessngs, both spiritually and
physicdly. He did recave personal blessngsin hislifetime. He was very
wedthy (13:2), for instance He dso had many servants (318, 14:14).

3. And make your name grea. This gedks of renown and fame. Thereisno doul that
Abraham iswell known throughou the world to this very day.

4. Andyou shal be ablessng. Some of the blessngs that Abraham recaves will be
transmitted to athers around hm. The “and’ indicates that thisis a cmnsequence
of God's promise to multi ply his descendants, blesshim personally, and make
him famous. And haw thisworks out pradicdly is siown in the next three
statements. Thisislike ahinge verse: the previous verses build upto this, andthe
following verses come out of it. Interestingly, thisis not afuture tense verb. It is
an imperative. Because of God's promise, Abraham must be ablessng. He can-
not avoid it!

5. 1 will blessthase who Hessyou. Those who trea Abraham well will be blessed.
Note that this and the foll owing promise primarily refer to Abraham personaly.
Of courseit appliesto his descendants as well .

6. | will cursethose who curse you. Those who trea Abraham “lightly” (disresped
him, etc.) will not recéve blesings from God; in fad, they will be airsed.

7. Andin you all the famili es of the eath shall be blessed. The spiritua asped of the
blessng uponAbraham redly comesin here. SeeActs 3:25, Galatians 3:8. It is
obvious that the later Scriptures $how this promise to be areferenceto the Mes-
siah and his making salvation avail able to Gentiles aswell as FBws.

Note that Heb. 11:13tell s us that Abraham, Isaag and Jamb dd na receve the prom-
ises, but saw them afar off and were assured of their fulfill ment. These promises still await
their fina fulfill ment. One's view of eschatology must be formed in large part aroundthese
promises, and those asociated with them throughout the OT.

However, disobedience can delay (from the human perspedive) the fulfill ment of an
uncondtiona covenant; it can certainly make its provisions out of read at some spedfic
time or ancther, acarding to the pleasure of God. Thisisthe situation that Israd finds
itself in today. The people aein ahardened state of unbelief. They canna exped that God
will blessthem in their unbdlief, particularly when the Scriptures attach the mill ennial time
of blessng to the salvation o the nation (Romans 11:25-27). God Hessed Abraham with
temporal blessngsin part because he was a beli ever. When Abraham stepped ou of
bounds (i.e., with Hagar), problems ensued. Whil e we must not take the blessngs promised
to Israd and give them to the dhurch, we must also na forget the aurses that God spedally
gaveto lsrad for unbelief. They both stay with the nation and have to be @mnsidered.

A note abou this cdling: Thisis gedal, dired revelation from God to Abram. Abram
was privileged to receve thiskind d revelation many timesin hislife. No oreis“called”
thisway today. The Holy Spirit does not “spea” to anyone. He will use the Word of God
to convince aperson d their need to dothis or that, but He does not give an audible voice

Abram’s Travel to Canaan (Palestine), 12:4-9

Abraham obeyed God' s command and took his family, with Lot, to Canaan. He
stopped onthe journey a some notable locations, namely Shechem and Bethel. God prom-
ised theland again (v. 7). Thistime, Abram could seethe land kefore his very eyes.

Abram’s Travel to Egypt, 12:10-20

A famine induced Abram to go to Egypt to find food This may have been necessary
for ashort time to find nouishment, but what was clealy not right was for himto lie ebou
hiswife, and ask her to lie for him (12:10-13). If she was his $ster, then they would trea
himwell, trying to curry favor so that he would all ow one of the Egyptiansto marry her.
But as her husband, he was a “rival” to anyone who wanted her for himself.

Pharaohtook Sarai into hishouse and by so dang treaed Abram “lightly” (even
though he was deceved) by treaing his wife this way. God dagued Pharaoh as a result.
Abraham went away dishonaed becaise of hisliein the sight of the Egyptians. MAP



