Genesis 28-31 Jacob and Laban April 23, 2006

Introduction

After the debade over the birthright and Hessng, Esau wantsto kill Jacob bu Re-
bekah and | saacsend Jamb away to Padan Aram and the dty of Haran to get away from
Esau. This beginsa20yea portion d the history of Jacob (31:41).

Jacob’s Journey to Haran — Genesis 28

In verses 1-2, Jawmbis entreged to na take apagan wife, but to go insteal to Padan
Aramto find awife. So, he hastwo purpaosesin learing home: getting away from his
brother, and getting married.

The Abrahamic promises are then confirmed through Isaacto Jaaob, the grandson o
Abraham. The promisesinclude:

1. Theblessng of God.

2. Many descendants.

3. Theblesdng that God promised Abraham would become his.

4. Thelandwould beinherited by Jacob.

Esau observed Isaacs blessng of Jamb, that he sent him away, and gave him spedfic
instructions regarding finding awife. It was in this way that Esau knew for sure that his
parents were not pleased with his own choice of two Canaanite wives. Thus he dedded to
marry a daughter of Ishmad. Thiswould seem to qualify her as anon-Canaanite wife.
Perhaps Esau is emulating his brother, and trying to win some favor again with his parents.
Or, if his parents would na have been too keen onan Ishmasite wife, he might have been
trying to redly irritate them.

Badk to Jamb...his journey brought him to a spot where he had to rest. A dream was
supernaturaly given to himin which God again confirmed the Abrahamic covenant to him.
Spedficdly, the land was promised to him again, his descendants would be large, and al
the famili es of the eath would be blessed in hm andin his ®eal. God also said that he
would proted and watch over Jaaob on hstravels and kring him bad to the land from
which he was departing. Thisis an easy dream to remember, for it contains aladder on
which angels were “ascending and descending.” This phrase dso ocaursin John 151

At this point, Jacob woke up and becane feaful becaise God was there in that place
and it was omehow aportal to heaven. After dlegoing on, he got up in the morning and
renamed the placeBethel, “the house of God.” It had been cdled Luz before. Jacb then
promised that he would take the LORD as his God if what God promised indeed happened,
and that he would give God atithe of all he owned. It seemsthat he dready honaed God
in that cgpadty. Perhaps the “he will be my God” ideais that he will continue to follow
God, or that he would personally take up where his father Isaachad |eft off in hisfaith of
God. Consider 31:42 and 3153, where Abraham refers to the God o his father, the Fea of
Isaac

Jacob ServesLaban 14 Yearsfor Two Wives— Genesis 29:1-30

Jaob foundLaban qute eaily—again, by meeing some folks at awell and talking
with them. Apparently Jacob knew that Rachel, who came on the scene, was the one for
him—maybe love & first sight or something? The narrative is very short, but it does ssem
strange that he would kissher so soon Wow! | guess $ie didn't mind because sheran to
tell her dad.

Jamb agreed with Laban to serve seven yeasin return for his yourger daughter Ra-
chel, becaise he was in love with her. Now, if you want to seethe sin of mankind, just look
in Genesis—starting in chapter 3 and theredter in many chapters. In this chapter, Laban
cheas Jhamb by giving him his older daughter Leah, who was nat attradive to Jacoh. He
must have been drunk or something on the night of the wedding, for he did na noticeit
was the wrong grl. Anyway, he finds out and then complained to Laban, who explained
the older daughter had to be married first. So, the next week, Jacob was al owed to marry
Rachel aso, and so he had two wives. He had to serve another seven yeas for her.

What a bait and switch operation! Actually, Jacob was very gradous to take dl this
guff, because he said in 31:7 and 3141 that Laban had changed his wages ten times. It may
have been ten times, or that may be hyperbole (you ve said that type of thing before, ha-
ven't you?). Anyway, Laban was nat avery honest man.

Jacob'’s Children — Genesis 29:31-30:24
An interesting study isto compare the list of the 12 tribes as they appea throughou
Scripture. Hereisthefirst list in order of their birth, with the mothers of ead indicated:

Leah Zilpah
1. Reuben (29:32) 7. Gad (30:11)
2. Simeon (29:33) 8. Asher (30:13
3. Levi (29:34) Leeh
4. Judah (29:35) 9. Iss;adar (30:18)
Bilhah 10. Zebulun (30:20)
5. Dan (30:6) Radcel
6. Naphtai (30:8) 11. Joseph (30:24)

12. Benjamin (35:18)
Leah also had Dinah after Zebulun. Dinah comes up again in Genesis 34.

Jacob Increasesin Wealth — Genesis 30:25-43

Jambtells Laban it istime for him to leave and go to his own courtry, but Laban has
been prospered by Jacb's presence, and daes not want him to leare (not that he likes
Jamb personally or anything—he just likes the benefits!). So Jamb agreesto stay onfor a
whilelonger.

They agreethat Jamb’'s wages would be dl the spedkled and spotted of the flocks.
Thiswould serve @ identification so that they could tell whose animals were whose. Ap-
parently the spedkled, when hred together, would produced spedkled off spring.

Jamb tried to help the breading processaong with some spedal treebranches that
suppasedly would help hisflocks to have more off spring. What happens then is that if one
of Jaoob's flock mated with ore of Laban’s flock, then the off spring could be speckled and
it would go into Jamb's column in the accourt bodks. God said in 31:11-12 that it was His
control over the breading processthat caused the increase to Jacob. He did this because he
had seen the unfair way that Laban was treaing Jacob—and remember, God said that he
would watch ou for Jaaob. It was not promised to be necessary immediate help, but it did
come.

Jacob Leaves Laban, Genesis 31

Godtold Jamb to leave now that he had fallen out of favor with Laban and his ©ns.
Part of what was at issue was the vow that Jacob made to God—God dd na forget that,
and He cetainly kept His promise to Jawb. So, Jacb fled. But God told Laban nd to
harm Jamb, even though he left without letting him know.

On the way out, Rachel stole the househadld idals of Laban. She culd na quite totally
cut the dtachment to the pagan gods, it seems. Jamb dd na know that she had dore this,
and she hid it from Laban and from Jamb.

Laban said his goodhyes, and Jacb parted from him on hisway bad to hishome
courtry.
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