Genesis32-36  Jacob Returnsto the Land of His Fathers ~ April 30, 2006

Introduction

In fulfill ment of an ealier assignment | gave to you (seethe notes on Genesis
28-31), | looked at every chapter in Genesis to seeif they mention sin and deah.
Deah, murder or killi ngis mentioned in chapters 2, 3,4, 5, 6, 7,8, 9, 11, 12, 14,
15, 16, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 30, 31, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 40, 42,
43,44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50. Not al of these have to dowith human deah, but
note that deah, as an intrusion into the aedion becaise of sin, permedes the tes-
timony of Genesis, and indeed dof the whole Bible.

Sinis mentioned by that word or by a spedfic occurrencein chapters 3, 4, 6,
9,11,12,13,16, 17,18, 19, 20, 21, 25, 26, 27, 29, 30, 31, 34, 35,37, 38, 39, 40,
42, 49, 50. Again, the mnsistent message of the Bible is that sin permeaes the
human race It cannot be overlooked or ignored: it is prevalent.

Jacob Preparesto Sees Esau Again, ch. 32

Noticethat Jacb prays eanestly in 32:9-12 an the basis of God' sealier
promise (28:15, 31:3, 13). Heisfadngavery forebodng situation in that Esau
was coming to seehim, but criesto God to fulfill his promises.

In vv. 13-21, the Bible tell s us that Jamb sent several waves of animalsto
Esau as a gift. He hoped that this would appease his brother after 20 yeas of
stewing about the stolen birthright.

The next sedion reaords one of the most interesting encounters in the bodk of
Genesis, in which Jacob wrestles with a man who actually is a Theophany—an
appeaance of God. Several things happened in this encounter:

1. Jambwrestled with God until daybreek.

2. God put hiship out of joint. Thisisthe reason that the dildren of Israd
do not ea the muscle aound the hip socket. Maybe a good athopedic
person can explain to usthe anatomy behind these statements! ©

3. God Hes=d Jamb.

4. God asked Jamb what his name was. Note 27:18ff where Jacob lied
about hisidentity.

5. Thistime Jamb told the truth about his name.

6. Godrenamed Jambto Israd.

7. Jamb asked the name of the man with whom he wrestled, but God would
not giveit.

8. Godredized that he had seen God faceto face &d had lived. Thisis
why he named the placePeniel, which means “faceof God.”

Jacob M eets Esau, ch. 33

Upon seeng Esau afar off, Jacob arranged his family to arrivein a cetain
order before Esau (maybe in order of dispensability?). Jacob insists that Esau re-
ceve his present, even though Esau had need of nothingand did not initiall y want
to recave the gift.

They agreed that Esau would go ahead to his homein Seir, and Jacob would
follow behind at a slower pacebecaise of the neal to drive the animals carefully.

The Sin of Shechem, and Response of Simeon and Levi, ch. 34
One of Jaoob's daughters was named Dinah (from Leeh). This chapter re-
counts how she was raped by a Hivite named Shechem, son of Hamor.

In vengeance, the sons of Jawb, particularly Simeon and Levi, hatch a de-
ceitful planto kill t he people of Hamor’s and Shechem’ s city. They conned them
al into getting circumcised, with the promise that they would dwell with themin
peace Of course, Hamor and Shechem thought they might get some financial
advantage out of this arrangement (34:23). But this hardly justifies what Simeon
and Levi did next. Whil e the Hivites were recovering from the surgery, they kill ed
them. Simeon and Levi are censured for thisad in Gen. 49:5-7. The other sons of
Jamb pgundered the goods of the dty.

The Bibleisvery clea that rapeiswrong, but it isaso clea that the one who
sinned is the one who must be punished (Ezekiel 18:4, 20; althoughsee Exodus
20:5, 34:7; Num. 14:18; 5:9 for some thought-provoking material). Others should
not be punished for the iniquity of the aiminal. Jacob knew this and said that his
sons had made him obnoxious among the inhabitants of the land.

Jacob at Bethel Again, ch. 35

Thefirst part of the chapter deds with God' s diredion to Jacbto go to Be-
thel again and worship. This was the placewhere the ladder-dream occurred, in
chapter 28. So Jamb tell s his family and people to sanctify themselvesin prepara
tion for going to that place They removed al the foreign gods from among them-
selves. Do you wonder why he hid the idols under atree(35:4) instead of just
destroying them?

It isat this point (35:8) that Rebekah’s nurse died. Thisis an interesting ref-
erence, becaise you will recdl that Jacb's wives were Legh and Rachel. Re-
bekah was the wifeif Isaag Jacob's mom, aswe leaned way bad in chapter 24.
24:59 mentions her without giving her name. She gparently outlived Rebekah,
was taken into Isaacs family, and then died at this point.

In verses 9-13, God reiterates the Abrahamic covenant again to Jacmb. Jacb
would have alarge progeny, and the land would belong to him and his descen-
dants. God gave it to them.

In 35:16-26, we lean that Rachel, the favorite wife of Jawb, dies while giv-
ing birth to another son. This n is named Benjamin. He plays an important role
in the story of chapters 37-50, aswe will see

Another sin occurred in the famil y—the ddest son Reuben committed incest
with one of hisfather’s concubines, Bilhah. In Gen. 49:3-4, Reuben is censured
for thisad and loses the blessng of hisfather.

Finaly, Jacob came badk to seehis elderly father Isaac &ter many yeas.
Isaeac died at the age of 180. Histwin sons Esau and Jacob buried him.

Genealogy of Esau, ch. 36

Esau isthe ancestor of the Edomites, who come up again and again in Bibli-
cd history, all the way from here to the bodks of Obadiah and Malachi. This
seansto be amain point of the chapter, asthe “Esau is Edom” phraseis repeaed
four times—in verse 1, 8, 19, and 43 Thiswas first mentioned in 25:30.

Thisis another genedogy chapter, with tons of names. Maybe try sometime
to dagram this genedogy and seewhat it looks like.

Conclusion
What have you leaned? There was certainly alot of sin going on in the fam-
ily. Not agoodexample, but one to warn us.
MAP



