Genesis 6:1-22 L eading up to the Flood November 27, 2005

Introduction
This chapter completes Adam’s “ generations’ and starts the acourt of Noah and
givesthe reason for the universal flood

A. The Sons of God and Daughtersof Men, vv. 1-4
The identificaion d the sons of God has been problematic for some folks.

1. A popdar paositionisthat these “sons of God’ were adually angelsthat are spo-
ken about in Jude 6-7 and 2 Peter 2:4-9. This view arises because g angels are
cdled sons of Godin Job 387; b) the “as” clause in Jude 6-7; ¢) the progresson
of examplesin Peter can be mnstrued to follow Gen 6, 8, and 19(2 Peter 2:4, 5,
6-8, respedively); d) the giants who resulted from these unions. Problems with
thisview include g angelsdo nd marry (Matt. 22:30); b) angels and men are of
different “kinds’ at best, and reproduction orly occurs within akind (Gen. 1:20-
25); ¢) If the fathers are angels, then isthe sin nature passed onto their children?
What about Adamic guilt (imputed sin?)

2. Some say these were demon-possessed men. It would seem that they shoud be
cdled sons of Satan in that case instead of sons of God.

3. Othersthat these were the godly descendants of Seth. Thisis much better, since
it dedswith the paositive name “sons of God’ and ties that bad to 4:26 where -
ter Enosh was born to Seth and men began to cdl onthe Lord.

4. Other suggest that these were dynastic leaders. Thisis primarily becaise of verse
4 in which there were giants, and men who were mighty, men of renown. But it
seansthat the passage is sying something more general abou the eath’s popu-
lation (seev. 5 particularly), and presumably there ae not that many dynastic
leaders.

5. Finaly, the sons of God may refer to men in general. This avoids the difficultly
of trying to prove that these sons of God were angels!

| take a ombination d #3 and #5above. These men are not cdl ed sons of Seth, but
sons of God, so they need na be from Seth’sline. Men from other than Seth’s family could
have turned to the Lord.

With that out of the way, we may move onto seethat at least nominaly godly men
took wives for themselves. Because of the evaluation d God onthe society in verse 3, it
seans that these marriages were nat pleasing to Him, and they asssted in the downgrade of
the alture.

These unionsresulted in giants and adherwise famous men. That there were giants
shoud na surprise us. Two examples are notable in the Bible: Deut. 3:11 regarding Og,
king of Bashan. His bed was 9 cubits by 4 cubits, or 13.5 fee long by 6 fee wide. Note
that a standard king-size mattressis 76" by 80", or just over 6 fee wide by alittl e under 8
fed long (for two peoplel)1 Sam. 17:4 tell s us about the Phili stine strong-man Goli ath,
whowas 6+ cubitstall (over 9 fed). In modern times there have been men of over 8 fed in
height. From archaeologicd excavations, thereis some evidence (maybe inflated) of skele-
tonsin the Israd and even United States from 8 to 12fed in height.

Asisawaysthe cae, these things don't prove the Bible—we know the Bible is true
regardlessof what archaeologicd evidence may not have been foundto suppat it.

It isalso important to observe verse 3. The Spirit of God was “striving” or “ruling” in
man duing thistime, which we cdl the Age of Conscience

What does the phrase “his days sall be one hunded and twenty yeas’ mean? Some
have suggested thisis an age limit on man, namely, that though men lived for hundeds of
yeas up to this point, they would now be limited to nomore than 120yeas. | understand
the passage to tead that in 120yeas, judgment will come. This gave Noah plenty of time
to buld the ak.

B. The Sorrow of God at the Wickedness of Creation, vv. 5-7

What aturn-aroundfrom Gen. 1:31! Man’s wickednesswas great and every intent of
his heat was only evil continually (emphasis mine).

From this evaluation, we seethat God was sorry and grieved abou the aeation o
man onthe eath. This emotional language is most easily explained as an anthropamor-
phism (or more predsely, anthropopethism) to convey the extent of God's hatred and grief
over sin. That sin would cause him to grieve the very creation o mankind demonstrates
how bad sinisin God's eyes. God was certainly not surprised that this occurred.

Flowing out of thisis God' s resolve to judge the wickednessof mankind and the ani-
mal kingdom.

C. TheBright Spot of Noah, vv. 8-10

However, nat quite everything on the eath was going totally wrong. There was one
man who was righteous and followed God. The Bible says Noah foundgrace was just, was
perfed, and walked with God.

He had threesons, Shem (broadly spe&ing, the father of the Semiti ¢ peoples), Ham
(father of Middle Eastern and African peoples), and Japheth (father of the Europeans and
North Asians).

D. The Declaration of Judgment, vv. 11-13

The ealier evauation d the sinfulnessof humanity is confirmed here. The eath was
corrupt andfilled with violence. Note the univer sality of the sin, and the cwrrespondng
univer sal extent of the judgment—the end of all flesh and | will destroy them.

In spite of thisimpending judgment, God provides away for Noah and his family to
be delivered. The next sedion gives me detail s.

E. Thelnstructionsto Build the Ark, vv. 14-16

The genera instructions for the ak included the buil ding materials (gopher wood, a
hard wood), and ptch (tar for asedant).

The dimensions of the ak were 300L x 50W x 30H, or 450feet long by 75 fed wide
by 45fed high.

Togiveyouanidea dou this 3ze, consider that thisis tall er than atypicd 4-story
building. Sinceverse 16 daestell usthat it had orly threelevels, it would have had floors
abou 13-14fed in height. It is ggnificantly longer than afootball field. It would displace
abou 22,000tons. It would have had avolume of 1.518milli on cubic fed, abou 569 mod-
ern railroad stock cars worth — atrain of 5.5 milesin length.

The ak was as large asthe largest ocear-going vessls up to the 1800. By compari-
son, the modern Nimitz-classaircraft cariers displace97,000tons and have atop dedk
abou 1092fed long and 257fee wide.

F. TheInstructionsto Save Land Animals, vv. 17-22

God pomisesin verse 18 that, though he will destroy all air-breahing animals and all
people (v. 17), hewill save Noah, hiswife, their 3 sons, and their threewives, along with a
representative olledion d animals. Every kind was to be brought into the ak, not every
variation d every kind. Thiswould make it easily feasible that the ak could contain the
world's animals and enough foodfor them.

It would require quite abit of work to gather all of these animals. The text indicaes
that supernatural help was provided: they “will come to you to kegp them dive.”

Conclusion
Note for one thing that thisis no fanciful tale, nomyth or legend. It isadual history!
Note dso God'sevauation o the eath throughou the dhapter (v. 3, 5-7, 11-13). It is
pretty blek. Actually the situationis not much better today (Ecd. 7:29). Let usbelike
Noah —just, perfed, walking with God, and dang what God commands.
MAP



Tallest Man — From
htt p://www.guinnesswor ldrecor ds.com/content_pages/record.asp?recor did=4840% R

eg=1

The tallest man in medicd history for whom thereisirrefutable evidenceis Robert Per-
shing Wadlow. He was barn at Alton, Illi nois, USA, on February 22, 1918 and when he
was last measured onJune 27, 194Q was foundto be 2.72m (8 ft 11.1in) tall.

Wadlow died at 1:30am. on July 15, 194Q in ahotel in Manistee Michigan, as aresult of
aseptic blister on hisright ankle caused by abrace which had been poaly fitted only a
week ealier. He was buried in Oskwood Cemetery, Alton, in a cffin measuring 3.28 m
(10ft9in) long, 81 cm (32in) wide and 76cm (30in) deep.

Wadlow' s gredest recorded weight was 22271 kg (35 st 1b) [4911b] on his 21st birthday
and heweighed 199kg (31 st 5 1b) at the time of hisdeah. His shoe sizewas 37AA (47
cm, 18%2in long) and his hands measured 324 cm (12%in) from the wrist to the tip of the
midde finger. He wore asize 25 ring. His arm span was 2.88 m (9 ft 5%in) and hHs pe&
daily food consumption was 8000cdories.

At the age of nine, he was able to carry his father Harold F. Wadlow, later Mayor of Alton,
who stood 18 m (5 ft 11in) and weighed 77kg (1701b), up the stairs of the family home.

See dso http://www.guinnessworldreaords.com/kidszone/adiviti es/spedal/tall est_man.pdf



