Genesis 7:1-8:22 TheFlood December 18, 2005
Introduction

These chapterstell the most incredible historicd acourt that is known to man. God
meted ou ajudgment of world-wide propartions onthe eath becaise of the systemic
wickednessof mankind. This historicd event is the basis for hundeds of floodmythsin
cultures throughou the world. The flood rarrative from the Gil gamesh Epic is one such
myth.

The foll owing notes divide the acourt into threesections—before, during, and after.

1. Before: Entranceinto the Ark, 7:1-9, 13-16

Noah was instructed to take 7 pairs of every clean animal, one pair of every unclean
animal, and 7 m@irs of every bird into the ak. This he faithfully did (7:5).

Note that Noah was 600yeas old when the flood started! Actually his ageis used as
the time marker for the flood

Finally when al the animals and people were inside, 7:16 tells us that God shut the
doar of the ak.

2. During: TheFlood Itsdlf, 7:10-12, 7:17-20, 7:24, 8:1-14

A. Duration — About One Year

1. Thefloodstarted in Noah's 60Qth yea, second month, 17th day of the month
(7:12).

2. 40 daysand rightsof “rain” (7:4, 12). Thisincluded na just rain aswe know it, but
heaven’s“flood gates’ and the fourtains of the deep. The water canopy fell, and
water under the eaith spurted upfrom beneah.

3. For 150 dhys the waters remained onthe eath (7:24). Thisincludes the 40 above.
Apparently, the depth of the water continued to increase even after the major
outpouing of water stopped (7:18).

4. The ak cameto rest in the Ararat region in the seventh month, 17th day of the
month, or five months after the flood kegan. This agrees with the 150 days men-
tioned above.

5. The waters deaeased from then urtil the 10th month (2 months and 14 a@ys later or
abou 74 days later), at which pant the tops of the mountains began to be seen.

6. After 40 days, Noah started histests to seeif they could leave the ak. Thiswas ac-
complished with araven and adove. The testing timetook 40+ 7 + 7 + 7 (two
periods of seven plus “yet another seven days’ in 810) for atotal of 61 days that
are mentioned explicitly. There ae an additional 28 a 29 days after the 40 days
until the doves were sent out.

7. Sointhe 601st yea, in the first month, and the first day of the month Noah knew
the groundwas dried, and he opened the doa of the ak (8:13).

8. It was not urtil about 57 days later that Noah and family adually |eft the ak, when
the eaith was basicdly dried, at the seamnd month and 2#h day of the month.

The end-to-end length of thefloodis 1 yea and 11 @ys (6002.17 to 6012.27). If we

add upthe days listed above & a hedk, we get 150+ 74+ 40+ 29+ 21 +57 =371 chys.
This agrees with a 360-day yea with 11additional days. Basicdly awhoale yea of world
history was wiped ou by the flood

(Note: We have been using amonth of 30 days for our computations, but alunar

month, which was used in ancient times, is more like 29.5 days. Some major corredion to
the cdendar would have to take placeoccasiondly, for every yea would lose dbou 36525
minus[29.5 x 12, or 354 = 11.25 days. Thisis smewhat like our legp yea corredion for
the 365-day cdendar.)

The Institute for Creaion Reseach has alot of writing on what the floodwould have

doreto the eath, and haw it plays akey rolein interpreting geologicd discoveries today.
It obviously would have had a huge impad on geography, judging by the grea damage

caused by small | ocd floods that we have witnessed in our day (e.g., from Hurricane
Katrina breading the leveesin New Orleans).

B. Spatial Extent —World-Wide

We say the floodwas “universal,” and nd “locd.” Some interpreters canna see dea
to believe in aworld-wide flood, so they limit it to the Mesopaamian region. There ae
severa reasons why this canna be the cae:

1. Why did na Noah simply move out of the region?

2. Why did the animals need to be saved, for many of them would na have been in
theregion?

3. The water was higher than the mountaintops by 15 cubits, or about 22 fed. Since
water seeksits own level, if it were over thetop o the mourtain, it would run
down the other side andfill that up too!

4. God s purpose in the floodwas to judge humankind onthe whole eath because of
the wickedness(Gen. 6:6-7, 11-13, 7:4).

5. Thefaa that the floodwas caused by a huge outpouring of water from above and
beneah would indicae aworld-wide caadysm.

6. The sizeof the ak. A small floodwould have required asmall er ark. Actually, as
mentioned above, the ak would na have been needed at all.

7. The New Testament gives plain evidencethat the floodwas universal. 2 Peter 3:3-7
affirms that the “world...perished.” The Lord Jesus Christ affirmsin Matthew
24:37-39 that al were taken away.

8. On asimple reaing, the Scripture portrays the event as world-wide. If it isinerrant
(andit is) then its portrayal shoud na be questioned.

C. Result — Masdve Judgment, 7:21-23
The result of the floodwas, as designed, the deah of air-breahing creaures. 1 Peter
3:20tellsusthat only 8 people were saved—the remainder of the people onthe eath ded.

3. After: Exit from the Ark, 8:15-22

God spoke diredly to Noah and told hm to leave the ak and kring out the animals.
After so dang, Noah bult an atar and dfered from among the extra dean animals asaai-
ficeto God.

God then promised that He would na destroy the eaith again in the way that He had
dore so in the flood However, note 8:21 where God again said man’s heat is wicked from
his youth—a commentary that still appliestoday.

He dso promised what we cal “limited uriformitarianism” in the natura cycle. The
seasons and day and night would na ceae. | say “limited” uniformitarianism becaise 2
Peter 3:4 tell s us of unbeli evers who subscribe to akind o “total uniformitarianism” in
which they believe dl things continue a they were from the beginning of creaion. They
stake their futures on this—they say that Christ is not coming bad, and they interpret the
present on this basis—that science can be based onthe principle that the past isthe key to
understand/predict the future. But obviously, creaion and the flood were past supernatural
interventions by God into world history. It isnot the case that “all things continue & they
were” for God has caused many singulariti es by His dired, miraaulous intervention.

Conclusion

The universal floodisimportant for Bible-believersto uphdd, just like the aedion
acourt. If we caand trust the opening chapters of our Bible, then we caana trust any of
it. But God hes ensured that it was written dovn and acairately transmitted to us. In addi-
tion, the floodacwurt is not something of which to be sshamed, asif it were amyth. It
redly did happen, despite dl the denials made by people today. Third, it is an example of
how God can and will judge the world just as easily as He aeaed it. He will do so again,
though the next time with aworld-wide tribulation, followed by the mill ennia kingdom, at
the conclusion o which the eath will be destroyed by fire (2 Peter 3:7, 10, 11, 12). MAP



