Outline of Genesis

The book of Genesisisthe book of beginnings. The first word in Genesisis the Hebrew
PPURT2D (bray’ sheet), which means “in the beginning.”

The word Pentateuch means “5 scroll s” and refers to the five books of Moses, eah
originally onits own scroll. These books are Genesis, Exodus, Leviti cus, Numbers, and
Deuteronamy. Genesis was written by Moses, as was the rest of the Pentateuch. There ae both
internal and external arguments for this datement.

First, some of the internal arguments:

1) The Pentateuch mentions Mosaic authorship: Exodus 17:14; Deuteronamy 31.9,
24.
2) The author seemsto be an eyewitness Moses was certainly that.

Sewond, here ae some of the external arguments:

1) Traditionaly the five books have dways been taken together by Jews and
Christiansto be written by Moses.

2) Other OT books affirm that M oses wrote the Pentateuch: Joshua 1.7, Dan. 9.11-
13.

3) Moseswas certainly qualified to write the books: Acts 7:22.

4) TheNT affirms Moseswrote it: John 54547, 7.22-23, Acts 3:22, Rom. 105.

5) Certainly theimpressonisleft with the reader of the Bibleisthat Moses wrote dl
of the Pentateuch.

The key term in oulining the bookis *history” or “generations.” It occurs 13timesin the
bookand marks 10 major divisions. The outli ne below refleds these divisions by using the word
“History” in eat ouline paint. The three “extra” references to the word “generations” are
marked.

IO (=T 1o o FO PP PPPUPPPPPPPPRN 1:1-2:3
Il. History of Creaionthrough the Fall and Cainand Abdl ............... 2:4-4:26
I1I. History of Adam’sfamily through the spread of evil ...................... 5:1-6:8
IV. History of Noah through the flood...............oooiiii 6:9-9:29
V. History of Noah's Sons, Table of Nations, Tower of Babd ......... 10:1-11.9 seel(:32
VI. History of Shem’sfamily to Terah.........cceeeieiiiiiiiiiiiiceeen. 11:10-11:26
VII. History of Terah'sfamily through Abraham.......................... 11.27-2511
VII. History of Ishmad’sfamily ... 2512-18 see25:13
IX. History of Isaac’s family, acount of Jawb.............c..cceeee 25:19-35:29
X. History of Esau’s family, the EdOMItes............cooeeeiiiiiiiiiieennnn. 36:1-37:1 see36:8
XI1. History of Jacob's family, Joseph, travel to EQypt .........ccc....... 37:2-50:26

Notes

o We can compute that there were 1656 years between creation and the flood (try it
sometime!). Methusaleh died in the year of the flood. Thus, a vast amount of timeis
summarized within the first few chapters of the Bible.

o We can date the birth of Abraham to be about 2166 B.C.
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Note that a main purpose of Genesisisto inform us as to the origin, purpose, and
destiny of the people of Isradl.

Note the emphasis on “blessing” in the book: 1:22, 1:28, 2:3, 5:2, 9:1, 12:2 -3, 14:19-
20, 17:16, 17:20, 18:18, 22:17-18, 24:1 (27, 31, 35, 48, 60), 25:11, 26:3-4, 26:12,
26:24, 26:29, 27:4 (7, 10, 12, 19, 23, 2527, 29-38, 41), 28:1 (3, 4, 6, 14), 30:13, 27,
30, 31:55, 32:26, 29, 35:9, 39:5, 47:7, 10, 48:3 (9, 15, 16, 20), 49:25, 49:28.

Note the emphasis on “arsing” in the book: 3:14, 3:17, 4:11, 5:29, 8:21, 9:25, 12:3,
27:12-13, 27:29, 49:7.



