THE BOOK OF HABAKKUK
“Woeto |dals’
Habakkuk 2:18-20

Introduction
1. Asgyriawasat it’szenith pdliti cdly and gained ascendency at the expense of Babylon,
Egypt, and now Israd. Such was the international scene of the Habakkuk period.

2. WhileHabakkuk was sure Israd would survive (1:12), hewas perplexed at thesituation
(1:22-17). From a quiet waiting yoon God, Habakkuk was told to have faith in God's
ultimate solution of the paradox (2:10-4).

3. Thethrea by God against the Chaldeansis announced in afivefold woe mnsisting of
five strophes with ead containing threeverses:

a. Woe #1 refersto the rapadty and plundering of the Chaldeans (vv. 6-8).

b. Woe #2 refers to the dforts by the Chaldeans to establish his dynasty by force and
cunning (vv. 9-11).

c. Woe#3refersto Assgyrian’swicked waysto build (vv. 12-14).

d. Woe#4refersto the scandal oustreament of subdued nationsby Chaldeans(vv. 15
17).

e. Woe#5refersto the absurd idolatry of the Assyrians (vv. 18, 19).

N.B. Thefirst and fourth strophes end with the same refrain whil e the third and fifth end
with a promise which supparts the woes (vv. 14, 20).

4. We come now to thefinal woe. It isdireced against theidolatry of the Chaldean and is
fittingly placel at the end asa dimax. All Gentile nations confided in the power of their
gods, so aso the Chaldean. Such trust will not help nor save them. Such isthe message
about idols here. Consider four salient fads about idadls.

1. IDOLS: QUESTIONED v. 18
a. Their profit
The hifil (causative) form questions the help, worth, or eminence of idds. What
goodcan anidd serve? The answer is negative (cf. Jer. 2:11; Isa. 449, 10). The perfed
tense of the Hebrew verb expresses the truth as afad established by experience

b. Their uselesqess

This is clealy a question since idols are dedared to be “dumb idds’ or “dumb
nonentities” (Ps. 13515-18; 1 Cor. 12:2). They are dso “dumb stone” and have “no
breah” (no feding, intelled, lifeless.

N.B. That image worship flourished in those days is not doubted (cf. Isaiah; Jeremiah;

Danidl), but it was and till i s ssnseless

2. IDOLS: PREPARED wv. 18,19

a. Being gaven
Theverb denotesto cut, carve, or form by cutting. The product was gone or wood

b. Being made
The word “molten image” refer to the making or forming (same verb as of Godin

Gen. 2:19) of the metal iddl.

c. Beingoverlaid
Thismeansto cover theidol. Gold and silver are enployed. Incredible!

3. IDOLS: ADDRESED wv. 18,19
a Teadh
Thisword isredly an exclamation, an astonishment. Think of it! These pieces of
carved wood, stone, or molten metal, covered with gold and silver are described. “It
teades.” Unbelievable.

b. Awake/Arise
These ae cdls for help. Idolaters turn to wood, stone, metal, lifelessthings for a
response. There can be no response.

c. Trust
Thisisthe most insane adion suggested. To trust in anonentity is of al things most
senseless

N.B. Admittedly Scripture satirizesthetotal vanity of idolatry (cf. Isa. 44:9-20; Jer. 9:3-5).
The Bible dso inveighs against idols (1 Cor. 8).

4. IDOLS: COMPARED v. 20
a. With the Person of God
Heisidentified asthe one and only true God (cf. Ex. 3:14; Isa. 45:20-22). Theuse
of the tetragrammaton is sgnificant and unique.

b. With the Position of God
The Holy templeisheaven and not some mundane structure. Heiselevated in Divine
maj esty.

¢. With the Purpose of God
The cdl for silenceis God sintention to bringjudgment. The Chaldeanwithall his
might and glory will be destroyed. That isthe meaningof the fivewoes. The earth must be
till i n view of this. Judgment isimmanent (cf. Zeph. 1:7; Zech. 2:12).

Conclusion
What aremarkable chapter. God -- help usto be till before Theein submissve waiting
on Theeto demonstrate Thy majesty. Amen.



