
THE BOOK OF HABAKKUK 
“God Going Forth to Save” 

Habakkuk 3:13-15 
Introduction 
 
1.  The sin of the nation called for divine judgment (1:3, 4, 6).  To accomplish this, God 

employed the Chaldeans. 
2.  Habakkuk was stunned to learn that God would use a wicked people to judge His own.  

It did not make sense to the prophet (1:12-17).  Moreover, Habakkuk questioned the 
Lord on the matter (2:1).  In response, God leveled five woes against the Chaldeans 
(2:5-19). 

3.  The last chapter is a record of Habakkuk’s prayer and call for ready recompense for the 
enemy and mercy for the Nation (3:1, 2). 

4.  The text provides what God will do: 1) As His coming (v. 3).   2) As His appearing (vv. 
3b, 4).   3) As His judging (vv. 5-12).  God’s intervention for the Nation is glorious for 
His people, but terrible for His foes. 

5.  Now there is an obvious turn of events.  Clearly for the Nation the Lord is 
demonstrating His mercy.  The enemy is dealt with harshly.  Two aspects of salvation 
are recorded: 

 
1.  WHOM GOD SAVES   v. 13 
     a.  His People 
          1) By going forth 
               The verb is common  and  direct.   The second person singular denotes God is the 
Actor. The prophetic perfect is used throughout this section.  This presents the future as 
having taken place, hence the translation “went.”  The immediate concern is deliverance 
from the Chaldeans.  Prophetically it is from all Israel’s enemies (Gentile nations). 
 
          2) By statement of purpose 
               Grammatically the prepositional verb “ for salvation” connotes purpose or 
teleology.  Not for judgment in reference to “Thy people,” but “salvation.”  It is important 
to note that the salvation of Israel is, as a rule, bound up with judgment of the Gentiles.  
The chosen people (Israel) will rise to their allotted and good eminence.  It will happen 
when they are at length fitted for such prominence after dreadful humili ation (Tribulation).  
On the contrary, salvation for N.T. times relates to the Cross of Christ by which believers 
are called to be separate to the Lord in grace. 
 
     b.  His Anointed 
          1) By statement of purpose 
               The same construction as with “Thy people” is here.  Teleology is inherent. 
          2) By specific identification 
               Question has been raised as to whom the Anointed One is.  It cannot be a 
reference to a Jewish king (e.g. Josiah, Jehoiachin) for they were to be eliminated by 
judgment (Jer. 22:18, 19; 24-26).  The Jewish people are never called the Anointed One in 
the singular.  The reference must be to King Messiah, the Anointed of the Lord.  He will 
outlast all judgments and bring in His kingdom on the ruins of the world empires (cf. Dan. 
2:44; 7:13, 14, 27). 

 
NOTE: The hermeneutical rule of “double reference” is clearly set out in this passage.  The 
near (historical) is balanced by the far (prophetical).  This kind of hermeneutics is 
consistent with a dispensational system of doctrine. 
 
2.  HOW GOD SAVES   vv. 13b-15 
     The key verbs of the text tell the story: 
     a.  God Wounds   v. 13b 
          1) Stated    The verb  “wound” means to smash, smite, dash in pieces (cf. Ps. 88:22; 
110:6; Deut. 33:11).  The decimation is drastic. 
           2) Expressed  The head, foundation, and neck are detailed.  This points to a 
complete destruction from top to bottom. 
          3) Personified   The wicked one is the Chaldean (near), but depicts the last exponent 
of evil world power (far), namely the Antichrist (Dan. 11:36-45; 2 Thess. 2).  No wonder 
the text aff irms “Selah” i.e. think about that or stop, look, listen. 
 
     b.  God Strikes   v. 14 
          1) Stated   This verb means to pierce with holes (Haggai 1:6) or bore a hole (Job 
40:24, 26).  All of this with “his staves” or spears/lances.  “His” refers to the wicked one (v. 
13). 
          2) Applies    “Head of the vill ages”  is best understood to mean the population settled 
upon the open country or the vill agers.  Contextually the reference is to warriors or hordes. 
 This agrees with the verb “come out as a whirlwind” which is better understood as “rush 
on as a tempest.”  Thus, as the house of the wicked one, the hostile leader, so also his army 
will pass into God’s judgment.  The Lord causes them to be pierced with holes by their own 
companions and weapons.  The hostile army, as a result of confusion, wil l destroy itself (cf. 
1 Sam. 4:20; 2 Chron. 20:23, 24). 
          3) Explained   The hostile hordes rush on to scatter with power and velocity of a 
storm.  The “me” notes the prophet links himself to the people.  Moreover, the enemy 
rejoice to “devour the poor” in secret.  They rejoice over their onslaught in an insolent and 
wanton manner.  The poor are God’s people.  “Devour” means to seize li fe and everything 
the poor possesses.  Being used of people, the reference is to destroy them (Deut. 7:16; Jer. 
10:25). 
 
     c.  God Treads 
            Here  is  the completion  of  the  “how” God saves His people, His anointed.  With 
just one stroke weak and powerless men must succumb.  God will t otally destroy the 
enemy.  “Tread” means to make a way, to set foot on a place.  It reminds one of the 
destruction of Pharaoh, his horsemen, his chariots in the Red Sea (Ex. 14:15-31).  The 
phrase “heap of great waters” suggests a heaving mass of waves, a flood.  What an 
elaboration of how God will save. 
 
Conclusion   The judgment against the Chaldeans will be terrible.  It is a microcosm of the 
final and climactic judgement of God against His enemies.  The sun shall be darkened and 
the moon will not give her light; the stars shall fall from heaven.  It will be cataclysmic!  
Are you ready to be raptured before this dreadful judgment?  Flee to the Lord for salvation 
now!  Amen. 


