
THE BOOK OF HABAKKUK  
“Standing in Awe” 
Habakkuk 3:16-19 

Introduction 
1.  The sin of Judah was a burden to Habakkuk (1:1).  The people were unresponsive to God (1:2), 
unrelenting in sin (1:3) and uncontrollable in society (1:4). 
 
2.  Due to their sin, God subjected them to the cruelty of the Chaldeans (Babylon) who controlled the 
geo-politi cal scene over Assyria, Egypt, and Israel.  This perplexed Habakkuk because he couldn’ t 
understand God using a wicked nation to judge Israel (1:13), especially in view of their horrendous 
acts (1:11, 14-17). 
 
3.  Habakkuk was told to believe God and quietly wait upon Him (2:1-4).  Moreover God promised 
intervention (2:6) against the Chaldeans with five woes: 1) To the oppressor.   2) To the covetous.   
3) To the builders with blood.   4) To the abusers.   5) To the idolaters.  (vv. 7-19). 
 
4.  Then with a call for silence before God (2:19), Habakkuk calls out to God in prayer (3:1, 2) and 
God responds with a theophany expressing what He will do:   1) At His coming (v. 3a).  2) At His 
appearing (vv. 3b, 4).   3) At His judging (vv. 5-12).   4) At His saving (vv. 13-15).  What God does 
against the Chaldeans is a microcosm of the final and climactic triumph of Messiah Jesus over the 
Antichrist (v. 13).  This event is one of three verses in chapter three which are singled out for 
meditation (cf. Selah in vv. 3, 9, 13). 
 
5.  Faced with all these events, Habakkuk describes the effect which God’s judicial activity has upon 
him. 
1.  PERSONAL AWE   v. 16 
     It is clear that Habakkuk was stricken himself for he “heard” the Lord.  This is in response to his 
prayer in which he uses the identically same verb “heard” (3:2).  Now follows a detailed statement 
about four parts of his body: 
 
     a.  His viscera 
          Specifically Habakkuk’s “belly” (                                     ) is noted.  This same Hebrew noun is 
used of the bowels and the womb (Gen. 25:23, 24).  The verb (                              ) shows the 
prophet’s insides were thrown into commotion and trembled. 
 
     b.  His lips 
          The text says the lips quivered as rapidly striking each other (                                  ).  The same 
word is used ears tingling (Jer. 19:3).  It was the voice of the Almighty which caused the lips to 
respond this way. 
 
     c.  His bones 
          Like worm-eaten, the original noun (                               ) metaphorical aff irms terror struck 
through all the bones of Habakkuk.  It was as if his bones were hollowed out or excavated. 
 
     d.  His feet 
          The same verb focusing on the viscera is used here.  The prophet “ trembled” under himself, a 
reference to his knees and feet. 
Note: The whole body do the Prophet trembled: 1.  Inner (belly).  2.  Soft (lips).   3.  Solid (bones).   
4.  Lower (feet). 
 
2.  ENVIRONMENTAL DISARRAY   v. 17 
     Six areas are specified expressing the ravages of the judgment of God: 
     a.  The Fig Tree 

          The “fig tree” is mentioned eschatologically (Micah 4:4).  It was considered a fine product.  
Here it is adversely affected and does not bloom nor flourish (                                        ). 
 
     b.  The Vine 
          “Fruit” is a noun denoting produce or increase (                               ).  Hence, vines will not 
produce. 
 
     c.  The Olive 
          Again, the olive tree, not the shoot, is stated to “deceive, disappoint” (                              ) 
relative to expectation of fructification. 
 
     d.  The Cornfield 
           The word for “cornfield” (                                         ) is only found in the plural.  It refers to a 
sown field.  This also does not provide “food.”  
 
     e.  The Flock 
          The sheep and goats will fail (                                ) or be cut off f rom the fold.  Their 
enclosure will not satisfy. 
 
     f.  The Herd 
          Here oxen and cows are considered.  They will not be in the stalls. 
NOTE: The total disarray with food products points to the devastation of God’s power in judgment. 
 
3.  SPIRITUAL CONFIDENCE   vv. 16b, 18, 19 
     a.  Rest   v/ 16b 
       “That” (                                             ) is  a  relative conjunction explaining the great fear and awe 
which befell Habakkuk.  He is urged now to rest quietly and silently.  This would be diff icult but 
could be done with anticipation.  There wil l be a day of trouble when the Chaldeans come against 
Israel and attack as with congregated troops.  What calm and tranquilit y the Prophet is to exhibit! 
 
     b.  Rejoicing   v. 18 
          This is incredible.  Exaltation is to come out of suffering.  Two verbs denoting joy are used 
here:   (                                meaning rejoice, exult and                                meaning move in a circle, 
rejoice).  The rejoicing is “ in the Lord” and “ in the God of my salvation.”  
 
     c.  Refreshment   v. 19 
          Three specifics are provided here about the “Lord” (               Jehovah) God (              Elohim): 
          1) He is my strength 
           The noun means “strength, might,” but may also indicate “forces, army, host.”  This later 
meaning may well be preferred in view of the Chaldean invasion (v. 16b). 
 
          2) He makes my feet like hinds 
              This may be a reference to the swiftness to escape the enemy.  There is vigor in running like 
a deer. 
          3) He makes me walk on high places 
              “High places” refers to power, majesty, triumph (cf. Deut. 32:13; 33:29; Ps. 18:33). 
It is stating God has granted victory over the enemy. 
NOTE: The entire sentence expresses confidence in the ultimate deliverance through the God of 
salvation. 
 
Conclusion    The final phrase (                     ) is a direction for singing in the service (cf. Ps. 4; 6; 
54; 55; 67; 76).  This agrees with the instruction at the beginning of the chapter (v. 1).  It is for us 
to join in the song of praise. Amen. 


