
THE BOOK OF HABAKKUK  
“ In Wrath Remember Mercy”  

Habakkuk 3:1, 2 
Introduction 
1.  Assyria was at it’s Zenith politi cally and gained ascendency at the expense of Assyria.  Egypt, and 

now Israel.  Such was the international scene of the Habakkuk period. 
2.  While Habakkuk was sure Israel would survive (1:12), he was perplexed at the situation (1:12-

17).  From a quiet waiting upon God, Habakkuk was told to have faith in God’s ultimate 
solution of the paradox (2:1-4). 

3.  The threat by God against the Chaldeans is announced in a fivefold woe consisting of five 
strophes with each containing three verses: 
a.  Woe #1 refers to the rapacity and plundering of the Chaldeans (vv. 5-8). 
b.  Woe #2 refers to the efforts by the Chaldeans to establish his dynasty by force and cunning   
(vv. 9-11). 
c.  Woe #3 refers to Assyrian’s wicked ways to build (vv. 12-14). 
d.  Woe #4 refers to the scandalous treatment of subdued nations by Chaldeans (vv. 15-17). 
e.  Woe #5 refers to the absurd idolatry of the Assyrians (vv. 18-19). 

 
N.B.  The first and fourth strophes end with the same refrain while the third and fifth end with a 
promise which supports the woes (vv. 14, 20). 
 
4.  Woe #5, directed against the idolatry of the Chaldeans is fittingly placed at the end as a climax.  
All Gentile nations confided in the power of their gods and this included the Chaldeans.  Such trust 
will not help nor save them.  That is the clear message of the Word i.e. (2:20).  That verse compares 
the true God of Israel in His Person, Position, and Purpose with the Chaldean idols.  The whole 
earth, including Chaldeans, is to be silent in His sight for judgment is imminent. 
 
5.  Now comes the final chapter of the book.  Herein the prophet expresses the feelings which the 
revelation of the judgment described in chapters 1 and 2 elicited in his mind.  Consider these 
thoughts expressed: 
 
1.  His PRAYER   v. 1 
     a.  Ascribed to Habakkuk 
          A grammatical construction makes it evident that the prayer is that of Habakkuk.  Under 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, he is instructed to record his own heart burden.  None other than the 
author of the book is the one who prays. 
 
     b.  Considered by a Prophet 
          Habakkuk is marked out as “ the Prophet.”  This suggests that the enlightenment of the Holy 
Spirit is evident in the prayer.  A prophet is one who speaks to people for God (cf. a priest being one 
who speaks to God for the people).  Being a prophet, Habakkuk both foretold and forthtold. 
 
     c.  Related to Supplication 
          The noun used here is from a verb meaning intercession or supplication (2 Kings 19:4; Psa. 
4:2; 1 Sam. 2:1). 
 
Note: It is a natural exercise of one’s soul to turn to prayer in the face of the judgment notices of the 
context (2 previous chapters).  Whatever calls us to prayer, so be it.  It is for us to cry out to the 
living God! 
 
2.  His PRESENTATION   v. 1 
     The preposition found with the word “shigionoth” shows the reference here is to the melody or 
style in which the prayer/psalm was to be sung.  A specific musical accompaniment may be in mind 

in the worship of the Lord.  That a musical signification is to be understood is evident from the 
subscription (v. 19) and the repetition of Selah three times (vv. 3, 9, 13). 
         The root from which the noun “shigionoth” is derived means to err, then to reel to and fro.  It is 
applied to the giddiness both of intoxication and of love (Isa. 28:7; Prov. 20:1;  5:20).  In terms of 
poetry here the reference is to a reeling song i.e. a song delivered in great excitement or with rapid 
change of emotion.  This is called a dithyramb.  Thus, the phrase here means upon or after the 
manner of a stormy, martial-li ke, or triumphal song or poem. 
 
3.  His   PETITION   v. 2 
     a.  Part #1 
          1) I have heard (Hearing) 
               Literally the verb form states “ I heard thee (you).  Habakkuk has heard the tidings (report) 
of the judgment which God is about to infli ct upon Judah through the Chaldeans.  After that God will 
infli ct the Chaldeans themselves.  There are, therefore, two facets to the one verb. 
          2) I was afraid (Fearing) 
               One could translate the verb “ I am alarmed.”  On the one hand, Habakkuk is struck with a 
holy fear wherein angels praise, dominions adore, powers stand in awe at  the eternal majesty of the 
Eternal God.  On the other hand, Habakkuk is amazed at the surpassing wonderfulness of the work of 
God.  The display of God’s omnipotence overpowers the prophet. 
 
NOTE: The inscrutable Name of God, the tetragrammaton is used twice in this prayer.  It is an 
expression denoting the One true God of the Jewish nation (cf. Isa. 44:6, 8; 45:3, 21, 22).  The Name 
is used here in exclamation. 
 
     b.  Part #2 
          1) Revive Thy Work   (Give Life) 
               “Thy work” is placed emphatically at the beginning of the sentence.  The reference is to the 
work of God in raising the Chaldean (1:5) and the judgment upon him (1:11). 
               The hilil form of the verb “ to give li fe” is used in Scripture, not only to restore to li fe and 
keep alive, but also to give li fe and call to li fe (cf. Gen. 7:3; 19:32; Job 33:4). 
               Habakkuk prays that this giving of li fe will be “in the midst of the years.”  It is a request 
that the Lord will not delay too long the work He designs to do.  The Prophet asks God’s work to be 
within the years which would pass if the fulfill ment were delayed (cf. 2:3). 
          2) Make Known   (Give Information) 
               This verb is probably the optative (expressing a wish or desire) answering to the imperative 
in the previous verb.  Here, then, is a request for God to perform His work before the eyes of His 
people.  The repetition of the words “ in the midst of the years” underscores the ardent desire of 
Habakkuk waiting for the end of Chaldean oppression. 
          3) Remember   (Give Compassion) 
               To the above verbs of prayer, without a copula (link, usually expressed by a verb to be), 
there is an additional request.  The imperatival verb calls upon God to consider His anger over Israel 
revealing itself in the punishment of Judah by the Chaldean and also His judgement over the 
Chaldeans.  The word “wrath” indicates wild commotion and is used of the noise of thunder (Job 
37:2). 
               The call for “mercy” is the prophet’s request for softening the cruelty of the Chaldeans for 
Judah, but accelerating the overthrow of the Chaldeans and mitigating their oppression.  Surely the 
call for mercy cries out for a speedy end to the tyranny of Israel. 
 
Conclusion The message of chapters 1 and 2 are evident.  The Prophet is troubled that a foreign 
agent oppresses God’s people (ch. 1).  God avers that the oppressor will be punished (ch. 2).  In 
essence, Habakkuk says (3:1, 2) Lord, do what you have said and do it soon.  Beloved, God has His 
plan from all eternity.  He wil l perform His Word without fail .  Amen. 


