
THE BOOK OF HABAKKUK 
Habakkuk 3:3-7 

 
Review 
1.  The sin of Judah elicited the Chaldeans to strike against them (cf. 1:3, 4, 6).  This was 

all of God. 
2.  God’s actions, through the wicked Chaldeans, provoked Habakkuk to ask “why” (2:1).  

In response, God leveled five “woes” against the Chaldeans (2:5-19). 
3.  In view of the two-pronged judgments of the first two chapters, one against Judah and 

one against Chaldea, Habakkuk expressed his feelings (ch. 3).  The opening verses (1, 
2) record the Prophet’s prayer.  In summary, he says Lord, do what you have said and 
do it soon.  He asks God to do His work.  Just how this is to be done is detailed.  The 
initial unfolding of His work is expressed by a magnificent theophany (vv. 3-15). 

4.  That which moved the Prophet at what he saw is the activity of God.  Mark how that 
activity is described: 

 
1.  As His COMING   v. 3 
     a.  Who He is 
          This is similar to the Torah passage (Deut. 33:2).  There the tetragrammaton used 
(Jehovah,                        ), but here the coming One is Eloah (God).  He is also the Holy 
One (Qadosh) Who cannot tolerate sin (1:13) and will destroy sinners (1:12-14).  These are 
two Names of the one true God. 
     b.  From where He comes 
          Teman and Paran are not two starting points, but two localiti es of one single starting 
point for His coming (cf. Deut. 33:2).  Generally these areas refer to Seir, Idumea, or the 
southern district of the Edomites (Ob 9, Amos 1:12).  The splendor of the divine presence 
spread over Teman and the mountains of Paran.  The coming will so be (future tense). 
 
Note: “Selah.”  This is a musical notation.  Probably comes from a root meaning to rest or 
pause.  It indicates a cessation of the vocal during an instrumental interlude.  So here the 
pause prepares the mind for contemplating the infinite description of God’s manifestation 
to follow. 
 
2.  As His APPEARING   v. 3b - 4 
     a.  In Glory   v. 3b 
          The extent of the glory of the coming of God is registered here.  On the one hand, 
His glory covers the heavens.  Consequently, the earth is full of His praise.  Universal 
praise is the obvious result.  Not that people praise, but God’s glory gets praise!  All 
creation will radiate the splendor and grandeur of such appearance.  God’s majesty and 
sovereignty are evident (Job 40:10; Isa. 6:3). 
     b.  In Light    v. 4 
          Here the inner strength and power of God’s glory is described.  When God appears 
His majesty will be evident.  Consider these details: 
 
          1) His brightness as light.  This suggests the light of the rising sun.  This is how His 
coming will be (future tense).  There will be a luster which the glory of the Lord will 
radiate. 

 
          2) His brightness as horns.  Horns is a symbol of power which is wielded by His 
hand.  The idea is that the word “horn” denotes “rays” (cf. hind of the morning in Ps. 22 
title).  Hence as the sun has rays emanating, so the Lord’s coming has rays from His side.  
When one views the disc of the sun, surrounded by resplendent rays, so will be the 
appearance of the Lord -- encompassed by brilli ant rays around Him. 
 
          3) His brightness as power.  “There” (sham,              ) in the sunlight effulgence with 
all it s brilli ant rays is where the infinite omnipotence of God is hidden!  It’s as if the 
radiance is the covering or concealing of the Almighty God when He comes.  His ineffable 
Person has a garment to clothe Him -- His radiance (1 Tim. 6:16; Ps. 104:1, 2; Ezek. 1:27). 
 Note: In other passages the darkness of the clouds covers God’s diving majesty and glory 
(Ex. 20:21; 1 Ki. 8:12; Num. 9:15, 16). 
 
3.  As His JUDGING   vv. 5-7 
     a.  Physically   v. 5 
          The Advent of the Lord is glorious to His people, but it is terrible to His foes.  
Before God’s face goes the plague (debher) and behind Him (to His feet) goes burning heat 
(resheph).  The burning heat (fever heat) of the pestilence is as in Deuteronomy 32:24.  The 
plague and pestilence are like satellit es.  Before Him runners and shield-bearers (2 Sam. 
15:1) and behind Him servants (2 Sam. 8:18; 15:18).  These bodyguards are terrible. 
     b.  Worldly   v. 6 
          The foregoing verses view God at a distance; now He takes His position and stands 
like a giant Warrior ready to strike the earth and the nations.  Consider these details: 
 
          1) He stood  -   God’s position 
          2) He measured    -  God set in a reeling motion i.e. “ to rock the earth, or to make it 
waver and totter (madad). 
          3) He beheld 
              a) The nations shake, tremble 
              b) The mountains scatter.  These are primeval and firm. They crumble, burst into 
dust. 
              c) The hill s bow.  They sink down, pass away, vanish. 
Note: “His ways are everlasting.”  Literally: “everlasting goings are to Him” i.e. He now 
goes along as in the olden time.  Thus, as the Lord did previously (e.g. at Sinai), so the 
mountains tremble and melt away at His coming now. 
 
     c.  Nationally   v. 7 
          Two nations in the area of Teman and Paran are Cushan and Midian.  The prophet 
sees the tents of Cushan under trouble, distress, and calamity.  The tent curtains of Midian 
suffer the same fate and tremble. 
 
Conclusion   Make no mistake about it.  When the Lord shall  come in judgment.  His 
ineffable glory will be manifested.  It will be like the dazzling rays of the sun which will 
hide His mighty power.  Nonetheless, physically and nationally the world will know He is 
the eternal God.  His activities will prove it.  Amen. 


