Pt THE BOOK OF JUDGES

"Samson—--Sen of Manoah"

Judges 13:1-23
Introduction

1. Samson is the 6th major judge and the final one of the
12 invelved in this period of Israelite histery. He stands
along with Gideon as cne ef the most outstanding. All knew
about him from childhocd. He cannot escape the youngest.-
Sunday Scheocl child. : -

2. Samsen served 24 years as a judge in the natisn {15:20).
This was precbably between the two great battles Israel fought
with Philistia (Aphek in 1 Sam. 4:1-11 and Mizpeh in 1 Sam.
7:7-13). Since the Philistine pressure was en for 46 years,
it is likely that Samsen came on the scene in the middle of
this 40 year peried. :

3. The ceming of Samsen te Israelite life was a token of
concern by the Lerd. He was somewhat of a counter balance
te the oppression of the enemy. The Philistines were des-
cendents of Ham (Gen: 10:4} and had grewn to a sizeable na-
tion in the coastal plain of the seuth (Josh. 13:3). They
had penetrated as far nerith as Shileh in Israel and held a
virtual mencpely en smelting iren {1 Sam. 13:19-22}. They
were presperous, streng, and in contrel. Now the Lord in—
tervenes fer Israel and raises up Samsen te counter the
situation. This is what Be had promised e de (2:16-19).

4. Here are four outstanding features of Samsen's early
life. Tegether they indicate his preparatien by Ged for a
ministry unique te himself. This is true of each person.
Ged has His special purpese fer our lives. Study:

1. HIS BIRTH--announced vv. 1i-7.

Semsen jeins others in the Bible whe had an anncunce-
ment of their birth. There was Isaac {Gen. 18:9-15} and
John .the Baptist {Luke 1:11-26) beside the testimeny cen-
cerning eur Lord {Matt. 1:18-25}. But the word came to an
unnamed mether, the wife of Manezh, a Panite. His birth,
therefere, rises from s helpless and unknzwn situatien. Ged
takes such and makes His ewn Name glericus: The announce-
ment included directiens te Samsen's mother concerning her
ewn diet. This was not hygenic,; but a matter of spiritual
concern. It was separatien all the way from cenceptien for
Samsen. :

2. . H18 LIFE~—separated wv. 5.

The. whole gamuit 2f Nazarite wvew is breught te the lime-~
light here {cf. Num. 6:1-8}. Samson was to be that sert of
persen. It is a predictien prior te his actual cenceptioen.



Two items are included in-this: separation from strong dririk:
andno cutting of hair. From the time-ef his birth this was
to be his.lot. It may well be that both Samuel (1 Sam. 1:11)
and.-John the Baptist (Luke 1:5) were Nazarites for their en-
tire liveg. So importsnt is this feature cf -his life that
it marked.the very presence of God with him (16:20). Hence,
the cutward was merely an indication of inner dedication of
life te the Leord.. This is the way all outward conformity
must be. . It is the same type of appeal which God gives in
the New Testament (Rem. 12:1, 2). Samson's call to the Nazarite
vow was. with a view te a special purpese: te begin to de-
liver.Israel.:. It was net that God would use him alone for
the project; but te begin what Ged would de ultimately at
Mizpeh.

3. HIS FATBER--inguired wvv. 8; 11,12, 15, 17,

.Manes&h  -was net invelved when the eriginal announcement
of Samsen's birth was made {v. 6}. So,; he requested a spe-
cial return of the angel. God granted this reqguest. Amaz-
ingly, althesugh Maneah inguired abeout additienal infermatien
relating to the child, enly the infermation previously pro-

.vided te his wife was given. The questions Manoah raised

were net answered. He was told his wife must observe all
that had been indicated (v. 14). Samson's father, like many
among believers, wanted teo knew more than what God had re-
vealed at the time. For him and fer us it is always ene
step at a time. Ged werks with steps and stops.

4, HIS GODf—cancerned vv. 3,9, 11,13, 1o, 18, 19, 20.

God. was cencerned about Israsel's plight. This is ebvi-.
cus from His intervention to provide Samsen. All threaugh
the. account, God is werking. The Angel of the Lerd is quite
ebvieously the preincarnate Christ of Ged. He is named "Ged"
{v. 22). His "name" is frem a Hekrew werd which means "wen-
derful" (of. v. 18 "secvet" and Isa, 9:6}. Even the manner
in which the Angel dissppeared shews that He is the .Lerd
Jesus ("wendreusly" in v, 19 is the same root as the werd

‘"gecret" in v. 18}. The sacrifice was made "te the Lord"
“{v..16).. So,.sufficient support is given te shew that this

was-ne eordinary angel frem Ged. He is the Lord eur Ged pre-

“incarnately.

Conclusion What dees all this mean te a child ef Ged? It
serves notice that the Lord is mindful when His own are over—
run by Philistines. He dees previde help in the time of
need (Heb. 4:16). It is inner strength which is mere im-

. portant than eouter. Indeed, the latter depends upon the

former!




