THE BGEOK OF JUDGES

"Samseon's Final Triumph"-
Judges 16:1-31

Introduction

1. Four important chapters are devoted to Samsen!s life

and judgeship (Judges 13=16). Whereas Gideen. and ethers -
inveolved ethers in their activities, Samsen was virtually
alene. This may have been due to the fact that-.Israel- did-
neot want to fight the Philistines (15:11-13): Ged uses all .
types of leadership. T

2. Samson's birth was arrangéd by the Angel of the.Lord
{13:2-25). He was a Nazarite frem the beginning-and:given
the assignment to "begin to deliver Israel out of the hand
of the Philistines™ (13:5). It is true, he was net-.per- .
fect. He had lustful centact with three women . (l14:1-4; 1l6:~
1-3, 4-22). But these were also employed of God against -
the Philistines. The Spirit of Ged was his personal .power
(12:25; 14:6, 19; 15:14).

3. Samson's final days provide thrée final contacts with
the Philistines. Here they are:

1. With the HARLOT vv. 1-3.

Gaza was ene of the five Philistine cities. It is here
that Samsen falls inte a lustful experience. It is. re-
corded that Samsen deoes net stay the night with:the harlot,
but at midnight he seems te be moved with guilt. In re-
spoense; .he carries off the city gates and takes -them te.a
hill which leeks teward Hebren. Hebron is:the place .of
"alliance" or "communien." He meves in that directien, but
he dees net ge all the way. Hew much better. it would have
been te go sll the way! In any case, Samsen was wreng in
what he-did, but right in using the situatien as an ."ecca~-
sien" against the Philistines. It is ebvious that the Lord .
was still with Samsen.

2. With DELILAR vv. 4-22,

Apparently, this weman was net prefiigate.. She rather
saw an eopportunity to mszke seme meney (about $5000). She
may net even have been a Philistine., This weman.put Samsen
te the test four times, in three of which he told false-
heoeds. They ail related te the source of his strength (v. 6).

a. Test 1 wvv. 5-9,

The werd "withs" means "sinews" eof an animal which
could be used for keowstrings, "hence seven meist bew-
strings." Samsen broke these easily. The text reads: "so
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his- strength was net:known."“
b, " Test 2 vv. 10=12,

Here the items used were new unused repes. These
alse.did not hold Samson.
cs - Test 3 wvv., 13-14.
Here the lecks of Samsen's hair were woven with a
pin.'  “Altheugh the Hebrew is difficult here, it may well
‘mean.- thata part of a leoom was used. Seme actually believe
~-that: Samson reose up and took the entire icem with him, while
..others :believe it was Jjust a part of the leem. In any case,
~-Samsen -was..moving toward a fall in that he mentiened his

..."hair" which was the seurce ef his strength. Admittedly,
.the strength -was the. Lerd (v. 20}, but his hair was an es-
sential ef his vew te Ged!

d. Test 4 vv, 15-21.

’ Here Samsen fell. He told Delilah all of his heart.

K She knew he had come toe the -end. He had teld his secret:
When. the Philistines came upen him, he was without strength.

.. His end had come. There is a great centrast here between

‘ Samsen - (v. 20) and Meses (Ex. 34:29). The end was herrible

| (ve 21). He ended up taking the place eof z weoman at. the

- mill {Ex. 11:5).

3. With DAGON. vv. 22-31.

Samsen's final centact with Philistine might comes in
his last days. He is in prisen. The issus new is taken up
by God fer Dagen, the Philistine fish-ged is the issuve (cf.
1 Sam. -5}. .Follewing an humiliiating expressien of his

. strength, Samsen calls upoen the Lexd for strength in his

. waning.heurs (v. 28). God has mercy and enables him to per-
form.against Philistia ene final time (vv. 29; 30). Rela-
tives.came te take his bedy away freom the rubble, since he
died in his final effert against the eremy.

Cencilusien Many items of impertance.concern Samsen. Here
are seme of them: 1) His birth was anneunced by the Angel
ef the Lorxd.. 2} His was a Nazarite frem his birth. 3} He
kept -his vew until his deceptien by Delilah. 4) He was em-
poewered by the Holy Spirit. 5) He gained & degree of suc-
cess in his assignment against Philistia. 6) He performed,
under Ged,; many mighty feats. 7) He is recorded in the xell
ef the faithful (Heb. 11:32}. But one last -- 8) Samson
failed threugh activiities of the flesh. Se the message
cemes - leud and clear te us (1 Coxr., 10:11).



