| . BOOK OF JUDGES

"Last Days of Gideen"
Judges 8:22-35

Intreductien

| 1. Midian had troubled Israel for seven years. Ged, in His::
i mercy toward the natien; premised deliverance threugh Gid-
eon (6:12, 14, 16).

2. Gideon fellewed the instructiens ef the Lerd. First

he attacked Baal (6:25-32). This streng effort against the
false religien ef the natien accemplished, Gideen turned te -
the enemy, Midian {(chap. 7). In a mest unusual fashien, the
enemy was defeated by the pewer eof Ged (7:2).

3. The victery ever Midian was fellewed by certain internal
preblems (8:1-21). These having been settled, there rese

four ether events in the life ef Gideen. Here they are:

1. PROMOTION IN LEADERSHIP vv. 22, 23.

Se cemplete and victerieus was Gideen that the men of
Israel desired te make him king ever them. This was a
netch abeve the judgeship which he already held:’ Gideen
refused. Instead of a menarchy, Gideen requested that the
theecracy be maintained. Hewever, Gideen did, in effect, -
have a high pesitien in Israel like a king. Hew is this
knewn? Here are seme reasens:

a. He had 70 sens {v. 30). This number suggests he
had a sert ef harem as kings were accustemed. Others had
many children, but net 70 (10:4; 12:9, 14}. Co

b. He fathered a sen named "Abimelech." This name
means “"father ef a king." It may suggest the! cencept.
This sen desired te be a "king" (9:1, 2}. He may have gotten
the idea from his father. ‘

c. He had large influence, even te Shechem. This ex-
tended rule may mean he acted the part of a king. The sta-
bility ef the regien for 40 years supperts- this.

2. USURPATION IN WORSHIP vv. 24-27.

a. Gildeen's reguest v. 24. Gideen asked the peeple for

amulets of geld. His intent apparently was not made knewn- -
at the mement {cf. v. 27). ’




" b, People's response- vv. 25, 26. The people responded'

oeverwhelmingly te Gideen and preovided 1700 shekels of amu-
lets of geld (abeut 42 pounds).

c. National rebellien v. 27. Gideon made an ephed
from .the amulets. Israel went after it and used it as a
means of worship. An ephed was an extravagant apren which

-included the Urim and Thummim, means fer determining revela-
- tien frem. Ged. It probably had geld threads running through

the fabric. It was a garment ef the High Priest (Ex. 28:6).
Gideon did.net gqualify te de this and the peeple sheuld not
have ceoeperated in the sin. Hence, wherein Gideen was right
with the kingship, he was wreng in priestly matters!

)

3. PROVISION IN PEACE vv. 28-32,

Qo For the nmatien v. 28. Specifically it is noted

that the land 'was at rest feor 40 years. Midian did not

again treuble the natien during the days ef Gideen. The
number 40 is the number ef testing (cf. 40 years inwilderness) .

b. Foer Gideon vv., 29-32, Gideon had his own home,

. family of many wives. and children, extended influence, and

he died at an old age. He was buried in his father's -burial
ground. He was God's man for the time and was se used, al-
theugh. being imperfect.

4. DEGRADATION IN BELIEF vv, 33-35.

a. Teward Baal v. 33. Baal was the ged ef rain and
reproductien. Creps were essential and it was a simple
thing fer Israel te move te Baal worship. She did so with-
eut the help of Gideen's leadership! She became in all but
name Canaanite!

b. Teward Ged v. 34. The natien ferget the Lord Whe
had wrought se much deliverance for her. Hew ceuld this be!l
Mystery ef mysteries!

"c. Teward Gideen +v. 35. The name.Jerubaal means “let
Baal centend er plead." Baal had not centended with Gideon.
He had been silent; hence Gideen had been given by his fa-
ther this badge of reputatien--Jerubaal. New he, like the

-Lerd, was set aside and neglected in memery.

- Cenclusien The final days ef Gideen leave much te be de-
sired, .particularly after all Ged had wreught fer him and
the natien. Let us learn the lessens and respend te the
Lerd in full ebedience. Se be it (1 Cor. 10:11-13}.




