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NOTE: In the brief span of a few hours, God provided three items which
changed the complexion of Jonah’s situation with vigor! The prophet
could make no mistake about it—God was speaking to him! What was
the lesson for the day? Listen! -

c. TEACHINGS. Verses 10, 11. The same Hebrew verb is employed
about Jonah (V.10) and God (V.11) in the translation of the word
“pity”” and “spare.” The point is this. Jonah pitied and was griev-
ed over the gourd. God has the same attitude over the people of
Nineveh. Jonah’s situation was over something for which he had
provided no labour; God’s was over a people whom He Himself
had created, the bulk of whom were children (120,000). How
could Jonah be so unconcerned and blunder at the purpose of
God to save the lost! '

CONCLUSION

God could have slain Jonah, but He didn’t. There were lessons to be
learned. Whether he learned them we are not told. The Bible is silent on .
this. But they are in the Book for us today. It speaks to your mind and
mine. What is our reaction to the lesson? Think of this! Do we realize
that God loves and He does this that men might live (John 3:17). Are we
self-centered and full of prejudice and bigotry; Do we really have a con-
cern for the NInevites we know to be saved? Before you cast a stone at
Jonah, how does it stand with YOU? Is your life for self or God? Amen.
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about Jonah’s attitude against Nineveh. Let’s face it: a lot of what goes

for true Christianity is-hypocritical. Why? Because it is full of feelings

AGAINST souls of men who need the Saviour Whom we preach came to

die for them. Consider this in your thinking of race, national enemies,

ete. '

¢. SELFISHNESS. Verse 5. The height of Jonah’s action is seen in
his construction of a booth. This Succath was to protect him in a

* beastly heat so he could watch what judgment God would rain ] JONAH

down upon Nineveh, The 40 days were up and so he waited to see
God’s entrenched wrath upon an enemy of Israel. True, he did not
know the depth of Nineveh’s repentance, but what he thought was
a situation from which to view disaster actually became a one-
room school house! What a lesson he learned! Or did he?

2. REBUKED BY GOD.

The disappointed, disgruntied, and faultfinding prophet of God had
something to hear from God. It is terrific. He was soundly rebuked by
God’s:—
a. QUESTIONS. Verses 4, 9. Twice over the Lord asked Jonah if he by
.- actually had some solid reasons to advance for being angry. It is a
good thing to be angry with sin and be disturbed over situations
which are inconsistent with God’s will and Person, BUT what man- RAYMOND H. SAXE, Th.D.
ner of spirit-are ye?” (cf. Luke 9:51-56)? Jonah was much like the
elder son in Luke 15:25-32. The point is simple: Jonah was more
concerned about himself than he was for cthers!

b. PREPARATIONS. Verses 6-8. Three times are listed as having been
prepared by God. The Hebrew verb used is the same as in 1:17
(2:1 of Hebrew). It signifies appointment of constituting by God.
Here are the items he prepared:—

1. A GOURD. This was commonly called a “palmchrist.” It grew
8 to 10 feet high with but one leaf on a branch. Very easily injur-
ed.

2. A WORM. The Hebrew term here is elsewhere rendered “scarlet
or crimson.” This is what God used to level the comfortable shade
palmchrist which had come up over night and sheltered Jonah for
a day—a blood red worm!

3. A WIND. The wind here is probably better considered one
which was silent and expressive of stillness. The word “vehement”
comes from a verb which means to cut off. It was sultry and stili!
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ern. king flourished because of the decline in Syria of Behadad I and in
Assyria of such: kings-as. Shalmarneser IV and Ashurdan III. Jonah knew
that Israel needed revival. He yearned for his people like Paul (Rom. 10:

'1). He feared that a nation like Nineveh (Assyria) would bring havoc up-

on the nation Israel. He was in real straights. It produced action in him.

4..-The action of Jonah was counteracted by. God .who brought a
stinging rebuke to the prophet. Check: out the ACTION in the text and
mark the.lessons God has for your soul;: THE ACTION OF PRE-
J UDICE: . .

1 EXHIBITED BY JONAH
This is seen’in his:- : ' ’ ‘
a. FEELINGS (Verses 1; 3 8 9 Three statements are made in this
connection: :
1. HIS DISPLEASURE. Verse 1. This really points to the fact of
Jonah’s anger with God. Indeed, he disputed God -
2. HIS ANGER. Verse 1. This word might also be rendered “grief”.
" The thought is that Jonah grieved over what would become of
his own nation. He was pro-Israel intolerantly! :
3. HIS DESIRE. (Verses 3, 8, 9. Three times Jonah admits h]S de-
- sire to be dead. One may say he did this because he had fulfill-
" ed his mission, but in a truer sense he could not bear to see a-
“nother group touched by the Lord! True he felt he had failed
in his mission with Israel (cf. Elijah-in 1 Kings 18-and 19), but
he showed his bigotry toward Nineveh by his desire to be done
“with his life and his ministry to that “heathen nation.”
b. PRAYERS. (V erses 2-3). There is at least one favourable factor
* here and it is that Jonah did not complain OF God to others but
- TO God Himself What was his complamt" It was about:—~
"1. GOD’S GRACE. cf. Joel 1:13 and Ex. 34:6,7. : _
2.GOD’S MERCY The form of ‘this and the preceding word are
* intensive in Hebrew, hence ‘intensely gracious and merciful!”
'3.GOD’S PATIENCE. He is geared to slowness in anger. -
4. GOD’S GRIEF. This is a better sense than the word “repent.”
He is gneved at the thought of ]udgment agamst men. What a
charactenstlc ‘of God!

'NOTE: This was' the véry feason (Jonah says'so in V. 2) for his having

run to Tarshish. Think of it. A man full of bigotry and prejudice

- AGAINST Nineveh. Therefore he fled from a divine. commission! God
* was NOT displeased-at Jonah’s vehement concern for Israel,-but He was
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JONAH 4:1-11

BUT it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very
angry

2 And he prayed unto the LORD, and said, I pray
thee, O Lord, was not this my saying, when I was yet
in my country? Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish:
for I knew that thou art a gracious God, and merciful,
slow to anger; and of great Kindness, and repentest
thee of the evil.

3 Therefore now, O Lord, take, I beseech thee, my
life from me; for it is better for me to die than to
live,

4 Then said the Lord, Doest thou well to be angry:?

- 5.0 Jonah went out of the city, and sat on the east
side of the city, and there made him a booth, and sat
under it in the shadow, till he might see what would
become of the city.

6 And the Lord God prepared a gourd, and made it
to come up over Johan, that it might be a shadow
over his head, to deliver him from his grief. So Jonah
was exceedmg glad of the gourd.

~ 7 But God prepa.red a worm when the mommg rose
the next day, and it smote the gourd that it withered.
8 And it came to pass, when the sun did arise, that
God prepared a vehement east wind; and the sun beat
upon the head of Jonah; that he fainted and wished
in himself to die, and said, It is better for me to die
than to live,
9 And God said to Jonah, Doest thou well to be angry
for the gourd? And he sald I do well to be angry,
even unto death.
10 Then said the Lord, Thou hast had pity on the
gourd, for the which thou hast not laboured, neither
madest it zrow which came-up in 4 night, and perished
in g mgnt:
11 And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city,
wherein are more than sixscore thousand persons
that cannot discern between their right hand and
their left hand; and also much cattle?

INTRODUCTION

1. Intolerance of the views of others is commonly called bigotry.
The true child of God must never fall into being such a person even
though he holds firmly to the ABSOLUTE Word of the living God!

2. Oftentimes akin to bigotry is prejudice. This is the act of prejudg-
ment. It is a decision registered before the evidence is all in hand. Only
a part of the facts-are admitted, for they are either unconsciously ignored
or deliberately disallowed. Jonah was guilty of both of these evils. He
was intolerant of God’s view of things. He prejudged a whole nation and
condemned them before it was necessary.

3. Not to excuse Jonah, but to explain his case is didactic. He lived
during the infamous days of the son of Jehoash, Jeroboam I1. This north-

PREFACE

The Book of Jonah, although it has come under great attack from
Biblical critics, provides us with one of the most practical lessons in
man’s response to the will of God and God’s response to the  believ-
er’s disobedience. We see in Jonah a man who initially rejects the direct
leading of God, a man who God has to discipline and deal with rather
severely and nearly to the point of death; a man who then responds to
God’s will and has a successful ministry in what God has called him to
do, and then a man who becomes discouraged from the results which he

sees.

We as believers can criticize Jonah because of his failings but a better
approach is to place ourselves in his position recognizing that we might
respond in an identical fashion and that God might similarly have to
deal with us. Utilized in this way the book is capable of clearly demon-
strating to us our own weaknesses and God’s response to them in his
grace. ‘ '

These notes were prepared for congregational use as the messages
were presented. The purpose is to provide in an outline form a survey
of the Book of Jonah. It is anticipated that the reader will first consider
what the verses have to say and then utilize the notes to guide him in
the meaning of the appropriate passages.
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2. THE RESULTS OF BIBLICAL PREACHING

4. GRACE (Verse 10) -

- Grace actually connotes God’s generosity towards those who deserve
just the opposite. God expended grace in sending Jonah to preach to
Nineveh. He could have sent his prophet elsewhere, but he chose to bring
salvation to this nation. As Jonah preached, the message was truly heed-
ed. Hence, the text affirms concerning God that:

a. HE SAW--the reality of their faith.
b. HE REPENTED--by changing His posture toward them because
" they had done this toward Him.

CONCLUSION

Today the Word has been preached. To the best of our knowledge, the
ministry has not been in the energy of a man, but in the Spirit of God.
We trust God for spiritual results in the lives of those who have heard.
In your present position, what is God’s stance toward you? If you per-
sist in evil, then it is judgment (Rom. 6:23), but if you turn to Him in
earnest commitment of your total personality, then it is life everlasting
(John 3:16). What will it be for you?
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2. RELIEF. (Verse 5)

- Oh, what a beautiful recording this is: “As the people of Nineveh be-
lieved God.” The factor which this statement affirms is absolutely im-
portant to the understanding of the item mentioned above. Repentance
is actually the companion of vital belief in the Lord. Indeed, belief is the
first consideration of this section. What followed showed that the Nme-
vites had really believed!

Many are concerned that “only behev:sm isa spurious doctrine of

“the Word of God. Properly understood, however, it is the ONLY one

taught in the Word. The Hebrew verb employed here is followed by the~
noun “God” which, in turn, is prefixed with a preposition meaning “in”.
This preposition points up the fact of commitment to the Person of God
and not merely an affirmation to a series of statements about HIM!
When one commits himself to the Lord, the deep matters of which this
text speaks will occur. Perhaps not in identical fashion, but most assured-
ly in essence.

- 3. HOPE. (Verse 9)

The question which is raised by this verse is not a matter of unbelief,
but one of ignorance. The Ninevites did what they believed to be accept-
able with God. They had confidence He would: —

a. TURN-in . His intent toward them. He would not ‘now destroy

them (cf. V.4).

b. REPENT~in showing a different thought toward them. It is not
that God changes HIS mind, but that the people would change and
hence He would then react differently toward them. This Hebrew
verb means to lament or grieve and therefore suggests the idea of
true emotional concern for the nation in its altered position be-
fore HIM.

When Jonah ministered the Word God had given him {cf. 3:2), the
Spirit of God worked in that whole city of Nineveh. They believed God
and repented truly toward God, self, and sin. They sensed that God
would look with favour upon them for their reception of His message to
them. Such hope is not dimmed, for the text notes a final item in the
series of results for Biblical preaching. Here it is.




