Outline of Jod

The book d Joel isaddres=d to the Southern Kingdom. Joel and Obadiah were roughly
contemporaries abou the same time & Elij ah and Elishain the 9th century B.C. The name Joel
means “ Jehovah is God”
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Notes

o Notethe versesthat show the prophecy is direded to the southern kingdom: 2:1, 15,

23, 32, 31, 6, 8, 1621.
The use of Joel 2:28-32in Acts 2:15-21 requires sme explanation. Was Joel
completely fulfilled onthe Day of Penteaost, or is something alittl e more subtle
going onwith Peter’s use of the Joel passage? | take it that Peter is saying that the
Spirit’ s adivity and the offer of salvation are similar, by analogy, to that prediction
made by Joel in 228-32. Note several itemsin suppart:

0 Joel 2isinan eschatologicd context; Acts2isnat.

0 Thereisnofulfillment formulaused in Acts 2 (“thisis...”)

0 There ae not many common el ements between the prophecy and the

historicd event in Acts. Certainly the natural disasters and prenomenonfrom
Joel did na occur in Acts 2. Not all people were given the Spirit, etc.

0 Peter doesnat cite the whole passag.e
Note that the locusts of chapter 1 are literal; the amy of chapter 2 is not of locusts but
rather anational army from the north, nramely Assyria. Normally (as the next point
ill ustrates) locust plagues come from the south. Thisarmy is from the north. Also
chapter 2 explicitly says that we ae deding with an army of people (2:2, 5. Finaly,
the northern army isa common dayer in Biblica eschatology (seeDan. 11:40).
Note: “Thelast locust plague to hit Israd wasin 1959 foll owed by a small er incident
in 1961.0f course, Isradis aso recdl the plague of locusts affli cted the Egyptians
prior to the Exodus, as commemorated ead yea in the Pasover Seder.”



(http://web.israglinsider.com/Articles/Travel/4339.htm). Y ahoo News had a story of
the recent (November 2004) locust plague. These locusts came from Egypt to
southern Isradl.



