ERS A THE BQOK OF - LEVITICUS
‘ "Sex Perver81ons"
'*“‘.’ fooasino - Leviticus 183130 . .

~Introduct10n
1. It is headl;ne hews- these ﬂays to see what is -
happening in the area of morals, What would not have
appeared;.‘save in dlsreputable establishments, is now
open and: ‘common inmést :¢ommunities, It is not neces-
sary to dwexl on the smut of “the flesh' :
e The reasbn behlnd the events of .the contempor-
ary’ seene is''easy . to find.” When one throws.out God and
His Wdrdy :man becomes ‘a sléve'to his depraved nature.
Thisg oPens the door for all sorts of ameral actions (cf.
Rom, 1:18 with 21-32).

.3, -8ince .God knows the hearts of men, He warned
Israel of their need to be different, This has always
been God's claim: His-own are delineated!iftém the .
masses! God intends for there to be a line between His
own and surrounding nations (Exodus.8322j:23),

4, _Theé key to all conduct for believeérs:is the
Word of God..: ‘Mark,:then, how. this is seriously set
forth.in.the. present text..Godiwants men to know that.
His™ oim . are‘§overned:by what He says- and that alone.
Hereiare: sgme pertinent 1nstances-~ :
PRETEE ST IS RETR IR 61 TR A T 1 SR SN
1. Thé SUPRBHAGY of‘God's WQrd.,
.ﬁWhat is! given here is the Word ‘of God (v. 1). This
T partieular: phrase is:foufid-at least 700 times in
the Pentateuch alone, It ie -found another 3,100
times in the rest of the 0.T. We need a return to-
day to "thus saith the Lord". Too often we hear.
other soverelgn words of men quoted' '

-s'The peculiar word given by God here is that of His
relation to His people. Indeed, ‘that is the crux of
the whole matter (ecf. vv, 2, 4,.5;130). In the orig-



inal text, two basic names for God are used in this
phrase: "I am the Lord your God."

One underscores God's covenant relation with Israel
and the other His creative relationship, But the
personal pronoun Myour" bridges the yawning gap be-
tween all the false gods of the nations and the’
true 11v1ng God of Israel! . _

Israells actings were to take their character from

. the truth of a relationship with God. They were to

be governed by the revelation which He had made of
Himself. They were not to compare themselves odi-
oiisly with others nor to flaunt their personal po-
sition. Ethics assumed a character and tone con-.
sistent and worthy of Him. This is an unspeakably
Aimportant principle of the Word of God (cf. 1 Cor.
6:19, 20).

:Let God. be God is the cry of these statements.

The AUTHORITY of God’s Word

a., Negatively.

Nothing could be more clear than this. Israel
was not to find a pattern for conduct in Egypt
- or the heathen in Canaan. Indeed,.they were
not to walk in their ordinances, The word '"Mor-
dinances" refers to the appointed activities: -
of: the heathen, Here is & #direct strike against
any sort of syncretism with outsiders! One
might well comment that it is a sad commentary
-on the. visible scene that many believers are
- violating this prineiple w1thout fear! God have
“mexrcy upon them.. . o

: bQ‘,P081t1velz

Contrary to heedlng the offerlngs of the na-~
‘tions, Israel is enjoined to hearken unto God,
It is His "ordinances" and "judgments" which

e theys mast £61Tow, | Tneidentally, although thieeé



differént.wo:ds,ateffound‘iﬁ‘fhefAV, there are
only two in the Hebrew. "It is'cleéar, however,
that the intent’ of God is the revelation which
He kas, given in His Word. That 1s the -standard
_tmywﬂxiﬁhﬂaCtiOnAié_to*béajudged{{ThOSe who say

.:everyone is doinig it and so on” ad*hauseum-have «-- -

fallen into the trap of Egypt and Canaan!
il INTENSITY of God's Word. =~ '

In view of the fact that the "Lord is your God" and
His Word bears authority, Israel“is“given samples
of conduet .from Egypt and Capaan with which they
are to be kept‘separafejWThéi}igﬁfi§:0bViously not
- _exhaustive, but it is suggestive. The similarity
‘;_-with‘modeanhappeningS'is'mOré than idle curiosity.
: .Study”theSé'mattexs With‘éarefulneSS:and sobriety.

L a. ”Tdfalpﬁ; 6.

“Here is, a basic principle for the entire sec-
tion. God declares that-ircest of any sort is
strictly not His will." -~The matter of conju~-
' "gal relations is patent. There-is concern here
for moral purity and perfect confidences to
prevail, among those who are relatives. The

" enormity of Amnon's crime isiclearly recog-

“nized (2 Sam. 13). -
b. Personal vv. 7-18,
A long list of variant situations are given to
show that the prineiple laid down obtains for
, all possible combinations. o

’Thgsé:veréés cover-the: father, mother, and
, children'of'anlimmédiateﬁfamily. No con-
:jugal relations are allowed. Instances of

B “85¥223 49:4; 1 Cor.. 6:1).: It is to be' mark=::"
ed that the covering of: the body i for pur-

‘ftraESgressibasaréure@ordedgin“thewBible_(Gep,,“N



_ity-and.in accord with God's Word., That
s which: pxposes .it:is opposed to the'Word of
”jGod.andﬁiS;a'shamg, ;
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Extiéndgd families. {vy.. 12-16). ¢ )

o
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Tl e R st LT T AL STH T .
”f-Hérezame;xﬁhailonshlngwh;ch_pqme'be virtue

of one's marriage. Aunts, uncles, step-
relations are.@ﬂL;Q;opght,iq, An exception
is made in the case of a brotherfd wife (cf.
v. 16 with the ‘levirate law in Deut. 25:5-

- 10 and: see Gen. 38)...

‘Related’families (vv; 17;”i8)fih A ?f

' In the long list of instances, this is the

only one!whichihas the additional comment
that it is a "horrible wickedness" (v. 17).
The matter concerns a woman, her .daughter,
and granddaughters. The enormity of inter-
family conjugal relations ig mentioned (v.
18).  Although considerable struggle may be

-experienced in -finding the meaning of this

. text, it surely.is:a strong argument against

'”f?‘lj For women vvtwiQQ;ZQe

* pokygamy on the:ong;handz:qu:thg'marriage
- of'a sister-in-law on, the other! The case
“6f'Jacob ig well to remembex (Ger. 29). The

sorrows of this.mam point ‘to.the necessity
of this instruction. .

Individual

: Pl T G s
God provides a ground for continence within
the marriage bond:: A-time is provided mon-

thly when a woman is 1ot to be approached

~by hér Husband. This peculiar situation is
. mentioned by Ezekiel as- one of the marks of
" Tsraelfs corruptions (cf. Ezek. 22:10). A

strong word is given concerning extra mari-
tal relations (v. 20). "To do such is to

‘polTute oneself!”



2). For men wv. 22,

If any verse-is needed to support God's
hatred for homosexuality, here is one. (cf.
Rom. -1:27). What men refer to:as a psycho-
" logical maladjustment, God labels as sin,
hence a fruit of the depraved nature. Only
blood redemption will make the difference.
God abhors it!

~3) For parents v. -21,

The practice referred to here concerns the
offering of children to a heathen god. The
sanctity of children is thereby taught. To
be involved with Molech is to-accede to
profanation of God's Name, which means to
.bring it to public shame!.

4) For beasts v. 23.

The horrendous thought that a man or-a wom-
an should actually find himself seeking sex-
ual contacts with animals is in view here,
Apparently Heroditus mentions this in secu-
lar history and the depths of modern de-
bauchery may well include it also. It points
the depths to which depraved human nature
will go for self gratification. God's as-
sessment of such action is "confusion" and
in the Hebrew this means "foul pollution®.

Conclusion

One is quick to give reply that all of these stat-
ues are in the law of Moses. We are not under the law,
hence they are totally inapplicable to us. It is true
that we ‘are not under the law of Moses (Rom. 6:14).

One will readily accede that there is no legal injunc-
tion for one under a gracious system. But God gives a
precious principle here which it is well to remember
even under grace! It is just this: All that is men-~
tioned here is the pattern of living established by



the heathen nations. God cast them outibefore the
Israelites (v, 24), Israel could not involve herself
in such siﬁsfwithdﬁfféévefeiﬁunishmeﬁf (vi. 29). God
has called us to a lifé in“the!Spirit: (Rom, 6-8). This
life in the Spirit  will’hot allow for avsérvitude to
the' flesh: (Rom, 6&11—23) T2 What! Godl,: therbfore, said
to Isriel’has curtent applmcatién; SHestdll cries:
defile nbt (v, 24) ;% colfil bt (#1226)38nd keep (vv.

, 30). What the nations do- but&i@é" ofithe Lord
Jesus Christ is all an abomination and customs of
their own, Since you belbng to God, ghow it by every
Vestlge of your belng‘

Ah but gomeone Sayssy '"I have 51nned what do 1
do now9"' God’s+gracious answer is the same in every
age: ‘admit:yoa are a sinnery admit that you deserve
punishment . from Godj - admit that Jesus Christ bore
your punishment on: the Cross; admit that He alone
can put righteousness to your account and provide
forgiveness. Then receive Christ by 81mp1e faith
into your life, Now you are accepted in the Beloved
-One (Eph. 1'6) Amen.._. :
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