given the Church cne for Tt rsusmbrance of the resur-—
rection of Christ (PSa. 118522~24; Acts 4:10, 11)., Heck
Believers of this Dispénsatiorn of Grace remember the , : "The Sabbath ~ Why?"
N first day because of its significance (Matt. 28:1; John ' Leviticus 23:1-3
20:19-23<Acts 20:6) 7; L Cor. 16:2; Rev. 1:10}. A
Spirit-controlled child of God will seek to do things Antraduction
well pleasing to the Lord con this day. He will celebrate L. . .
the resurrection, delight in the Lord, and exercise him- 1.- God's pattern for worship is Just as cleaxrly given in
self in keeping the law of love and'expedirncy; Tt will: Fhe Bible as 15lH15.pattern‘for llVl?gob Th1§ chapter out-
be a day of glory to God. All will spring from his i;n?S Israel’s festivals which peculiarly related the
liberty in the Lord and the work of the Spirit in his j nation to God.

THE BOOK OF LEVITICUS

heart! L ) R . . )
2. The listing of tihe festivals is headed by a word con-

! " cerning the sabbath. Careful study of the text shows the
. sabbath is net one of the festivals (v. 4}. On the sab-
bath, no work was tv bz done "in all your dwellings,"

c. About week days

Some believers will extend the thoughts of the ’

first day to other days, indeed all of them (Rom. 14: This was the Word =¥ Gud spoken through Moses to Israel.
1-12). Those who may not see matters this way will still , . . . . ) .
find harmony with such saints. All are tc be led by the , 3.~ The question iz now raised, in view of so many dis-

" tortions of the Word, as to the place of the sabbath
today. Does the Bible support sabbatarians? What really
d. About the rest day is the truth? Here are some salient points to study on

Spirit and His Word.

Rather than get involved with a seventh day b er e o
project, the believer will find his total rest in the ~. HISTORICALLY
Loxd and enjoy the soul's "sabbath rest" {(Heb. 4:1-18).
This all comes through faith,

The thought here concerns the cccurrences of the con~ ﬂf*-

cept of sabbath 6ur1ng distinct Bible pesriods. &fheq§ thEmmi§&%-

Conclusion True sabbath rest is for the soul resting in out: ’ fM&ﬁﬂd }WJM?
the finished work of Christ at Calvary. De you have thisg? Creati Sinai vﬁﬂ: = g o
. a. Creation to Sinai - AR
‘ God grant that you do! Amen. ‘ < AA/V %&ﬂ @ﬁ“
| \¥2£4J¢‘F: b)'l, Th is no mention of the sabbath for man in S%QV%é
‘ this peried,. though tbe*e is for God (G.n. :1-3)., It is
<3 . g
£;1= . b , knewn that this waz a 24 hour day {Ex. 20:11}. Job, who

lived about 500 years before Moses, never mentions the
sabbath: This is confirmed word that there was no sab-

bath for man y:lOL to Moses!
-
gy AT

b. Sinai te Christ CBNA,
introduction of

This is the e of Law. With tha
the law, the sabbath came (Neh. 9:13, 14). It was given
as ‘a.zglign between God and the ration Tsrael (Ex. 31:12-17;
Ezek. 20:10-12). Even the land was to have a sabbath
(Lev. 25; 2 Chron. 26:21) and when it did noet, the Baby-
lonian captivity was measured against the nation! But

s
2

? ¢



what is of note is thisg: wihing whatscever is hinted
to apply Moesaic legislation upon the Gentiles nexr the yet
unborn Church of Jesus Christ! All 613 laws given to

Moses were for the nation (E_xéavl9:6)-$. ‘2. M;k* Q"y‘j‘
ﬁi$mwf i“
c. Christ te Rapture jit = Gaﬁﬁwa;} N Te

Saedfin

It is readily admitted that Christ llved and con-=
ducted Himself "under the law" (Gal. 4:4).

Thé Bible _?%%mg

67“7Q;.

states He came to fulfill it and He did (Matt. 5:17). %
It is in the Person of cur Substitute that believers ok
find complete liberatien frem the law on ‘the basis of o7
this truth! Christ never imposed the law on -Gentiles G

nor the Church {(Matt. 12:8 and Mark 1L:27 notwithstand-
ingl). Our Loxd's major Upper Room Discourse (John 13-

17) and His post-resurrection ministry give no méention- g%M%Z;

the law or sabbath for His own. Were it for them, He

surely would have given instruction en such an 1mporta i%4mc;‘

facet of truth.

d. Rapture to Eternal Ages

aqﬁ

Following the Rapture, the Tribulation and
Millennium will come. These are peculiarly Jewish
periods of time and they evidence the revival of the .
sabbath day (Matt. 24:20; lsa. 66:23; Ezek. 45:17; 46:1).
The return of the sabbath in these time zones show that
God's chastisement of the pecple has come te an end
(Hos. 2:11). - Nothing is indicated about the sabbath in
the eternal ages.

2. THEOLOGICALLY

£

The argument of this section rests with the distin
tions which God has made. He has grouped the world around
three major divisiong: Jews, Gentiles, and the church of
God (1 Cor. 10:32). The first two are what they are by
physical birth. The third is what it is by spiritual
birth (John 3:3; Gal. 3:26). The question is: what
relation does the law (including the sabbath) bear to
each of these groups?

a. Jews
The law was given toe this group (Ex. 19:6) and
there is no abrogation of this in the New Testament (Rom.
9:4). This special day was a sign between the nation

?*é ff 5

D i

ﬂlf .

- have the Taw-

"because of the ceufusion related to the Church

of our Lord (Matt.

~ ST

and . Godm(Ex@¢31;12~l7; Ezek. 20:10-12). No amount of
exegesig.will yield a shred of evidence to the contrary!

Therefore,; unless one is of the heritage of Abraham in

‘the flesh,: he has ne concern for the law and its demands.
b. Gentiles

The Scriptures affirm that the Gentiles do not
(Rom. 2:14). Being a people distinct from
the Jews, they have not the privileges nor the same
responsibilities 1laid upon them (Eph. 2:11, 12).

c. Church of CGcd

Unending trouble has been generated at this point
But the
Bible is clear that the Church was yet future in the time
16). This being true, it is not sur-
prising to see that the key factor for the formulation

of the church was the baptism with the Holy Spirit {1 Cor.
12:13). Since the Body of Christ -and the Church of Christ

. are -synonymous, only those who are baptized by the Spirit

~.every believer is so baptized (1 Coxr. 12:13).

o 7=14; Gal. 4:9,
-alteration .¢f this, then believers are not complete in

are in the Body. Fortunately, the Bible is clear that
These
people are not under law (Rom. 6:14) and this means the
law rzlating to the sabbath alse {Rom. 7:7-14; 2 Cor. 3:
10; Col. 2:16, 17). 1If there is any
God forbid

Him, but they are {(Col. that the

Word should be changed.

2:9, 10)!

3. PRACTICALLY

In vigw of the truth presented hs what are some of
the practical netions to be gained? Take the following
as some samples:

VD,

" &, About the seventh day

Bellevers of this present
anythlng to do with the sabbath.
as a Christian sabbath either,
to believers!

Age of Grace do not have
There is no such thing
It just does not pertain

b. About the first day

»

\s Israel had a sign day for itself, so God has

i




