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THE. BOOK . OF LEVITICUS

"To Kill-or ‘Not To klll”
o - 0. Leviticus. 24:17-22 .
- Introductlon L - .
*1} Many liberal theologians advbcate euthanas1a (lash~
“Zifgton Post, May 17)i - Newsweel-Tavored abolishment of
capital punlshment (March 8, '65)i% What do we believe?
.. 2t Abortion g still’ an'lssue. “When is a baby a baby?
i When:is there true 1ife? :Where does fan order and
7+ where does God's'command ‘stand?’ See the truth from
three vantage p01nts N

1. BIBLICAL o
_.a. Recorded v,17:. e
‘iHebrew for “klll” means ”smlLo i Noun "soul" is
”iincluded Certaln death, is promlsed Hebrew has
"spe01al device to affirm thlS.“ Same position taken
in the Decalogug,(Ex;, 20:13), Verb there means "to

dash ‘in pleces;™ hence to ”murder.? General idea
of "kill" is absent.,” - ’

b. Explained. vv. 18-22;-

Here specifics are.given. STt applied to both Jew
and. Gentile.-(v. 22), SuggeSLlon is, therefore, of
. @ general -human pattern {cf! Nom.:2: 14). Animals
:;; killed demanded. payments. (vv. 18,21). Humans on
-y different. level izhence 4ud“nent of reciprocal
" death (vv. 19—21b) “This division” shows evolution
wrong, for God seés them dl*ferently in creation!
A1l this is in keeping with~pre-Mosaic law (Gen. 9:
" 6). God's governmental,arlanﬂements stand. Variant
*"kinds of murder” invo pdf—predetermlned (Ex: 21:14)
' ért decidental (Num, “35:11).; .Cod’ .provided places of
asylum for the latter, but’ the former were tried
and judgad! Variobs eifcumstances are covered by
. 1 Gt s Ford (Ex. 21: 15~36) show1ng His equlty and
2l Ef\i':'fJustlce. : .
. PRACTICAL .
. aa Animal kllllng S
No prohibition in Blble. RaLher, lt is practisced
_ with God's approval: TLevitical. -offerings (1-5),
BRI 5 patrlarchs ‘(Gen. '27) and in-the'N.T. (1 Tim.
weivoel 4743 God Himself killed ‘an animal (Gen.. 8), Veg-
e _'*etarlanism Is not taught by ‘the Blble.“h
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b. Capital Punishment. _wmgﬁ

To appeal that the 0.T. is unworthy of present
"grace dispensation" activity is a cop out! Murder
is rejected by the N.T. (1 John 3:15). Governments
are provided by God.for this purpose (Rom. 13:4),

It is clear that human government persists in grace!:

ce. War.

..God instructed Dav1d to war (Pea. 18 34). OlT. is
"filled with international-wars from the history of

Ie;ael,and God employed this instrument to judge
sin in the nation and Gentiles (Judges; 2 Kings 17).
Ultimately, war is traced to sin (James 4: l)

d. Moral Judgments. -

. Mad dogs are killed. Cows must- be‘kllled to feed
. 'the hungry (cf. India), People gé besérk and must
““'be shot. The whole intent is the role”of human
' government in a world of sinful men (Rom..13) No

wonder God urged prayexr for leaders 1n polltlcQ
(L Tim. 2:1,2). -

INFERENTIAL
a. Suicide

Thig is self-destruction. Some may be done inten-
tionally (recent -shoot-out in L.A.). Most linked

with despair and mental imbalance. God holds eter

. nal matters and-best to.leave it to Him. Little
- said in Bible (c®, 1 Sam. 31: 43 Matt. 27:5). God

~ ~is omniscient (Pua 139).

7 " b, .Habit

" . This is the &low killer. Abuse of the body brings

death. Believers will attend to Scripture which
» shows the Qanctlty of the body (I Cor. 6:19; Rom.

12: 1,2).
c. Carelessness.
Responsibility fox one! S actlons and possess1ons is

* taught (Ex. 21:29). No wonder ore reads about Ja—

cob's "grave'" (Gen. 37:35) and Isaac's grief (Gen.
26:35). Many, by their behaviour, have done the
same and ultimately brought death' Such'indiffer—

-ence is: culpable.

" Lanclualon The vdlue of a man before God is the crux

"€ the questlon. ‘Viewed in that Yight, the violation

 f oné's llfe from God is sinful! - It was -such sin that

1ok the‘son's life (1 Cor. 15:3). “Have’ you claimed

iae value  of His  death-for yourself? -



