were being made up. The "faintness" of the
~people (v. 36) employs a.Hebraw word feaning

softness of spirit or timidity. Their‘éespic-_

able experlence among the natlons 1s des-
crlbed (v.,38) ik

. Condlusron

What is the value of a portion of Scrlpture 11ke
this? Tremendous! Let/bS remarked that: ‘1. The
future predictions of Israel's fortunes are but :
Mare detailed expositions of this cehpter.' This
alone is’ ‘fantastic. 2. Here is an epitome of
Israel's history. Look at the Juﬁges, the pro-.
blems of Samaria, Jeru:arem, etc. The books of
Jeremiah and Lamentations come alive when this
chapter is read. It.will be found that as. apostacy
succaeded apostacy, so judoment has £ollcwed
judgment. 3. It is predicted that Israel would
net lose her national identity. among the naticns.
+“his has been her history. Such is w 2ied L
among other nationnn,'én' The land Iras remained
untilled and upcccupied in spite of her strategic
posrtlonu Wow--wnat: significance this means  for
May, 1948! Only one conclusion for o1l this:

Craf and Wellhousen are abzolutely uncompromi-
singly wrong- The. whole crrtlcar theory..is . ...
nonsense. There is no guess work or accidental
coincidence in the Pentatech. But more: What is
wrltten here could only have come through 1nsp1ra-
tion. Such prescience is not from man. Then

what? The Bible is God's Word. If you fail to
heed its message, you will die in your sims.

Turn to the Lord today. Contemplate Isaiah 48:18,
19 and make application of such truth to your own -
heart. Amen.v , , '

THE BOOX OF LEVITICUS :
““"The Occupation of the Land™ -
Leviticus 26:1-39

Introduction

1. No Chapter in the entire Bible has so much to offer
to moderns as this one.  Here is somethlng whlch is abso-
lutely relavant:in- a11 the sense whlch that word can
muster. ST ATS T

2. The chapter concerhs Isriel as a natlon {(v.46). It
is a basic factor in Bible 1nterpretat10ﬁ to’ dlstlngulsh
the Jews from the Gentiles and ‘the two of hese from the
church (1 Cor. 10:32). 1In doing this, there is no’ problen
to see that this is a chapter dealing with the Jewish:
nation. L I

i

3. The chapter' is prefaced by & summary of the first por-
tion of the decalcgue.: It relates to Israel's responsi-
bility to Geod.  Shelr dinweid love is markad by the injunec-
tion againstidolatry ({vi¥l). Their outward’ expression of
that love is noted in the ccmmands relating to the sabbaths
and the zzadtusry {&. 23 Ihc1a~nta~rv,"f inythlhg is.
clearer than this ‘o mzake the references heore +o- Tsrael
they would be hard to find. Sabkaths belong to Israel

(Ex. 31:12-17) and tha & anctuary was Israael!s plaée of
woxrship (Ex. 25:3), " o o

Q

4. The challenge of the chapter rises f ron the response
of Israel to all that God has commandsd them (Ey 19 ff.}.
Hence, the concdept of response to what God has . said is
latent in every-syllable of the chapter. Study it care~
fully in the light of two salient factors:-

1. OBEDIENCE'vv. 3:13. ’
The preface ' for thls ‘'section is’ prov1ded (v: 3).. It
points out-that obedience will result in certaln re-
sponses from God (vv. 4 12) Here they are: '

a. Fruitfulness wvv. 4, 5.

The land is promised here ‘such frultfulness that
it is-utterly 1mposs1ble to describe adequately.
Incidentally, the word "rain" (v. 4) has' ‘the’
posse551ve pronoun "your"in the orlglnal. Such



-

magnificent fructification is promised . ' of this section should be read in the llght of the Word

that there is no -concern for, food. : f (Ex. 24: 7) Dlsobedlence results ini-
b. Peacer1né§§;:Wyy;’seg,j}T@L_“A o ' o Personal distress wv.' 16, 17.
Ve : ;fgfq'if S The verb "appoint" is used ‘for "set“ elsewhere
Enemies are silenced when obedience to - ol (Psa. 109:6; Isa. 62:6). It indicates God giving
the covenant is given. . Even beasts: are j“ts* Pl ' a charge to these instruments listed to exécute

" eradicated from the. land. Although:few ' ° .~ - - His purpose. The events listed are abhorrant t0f77'
“4in number, the smaller population would cr ‘ any ‘nation. -’ S ' ' ' '

| :
t ’ a
| . : :

“pose no problem with ‘the enemy (v. 8). In-

deed, numerical .increases are promised ‘and - ; b. Agricultural disaster. 'vv. 18 -20. F :

all accordlng to God's free grace_in. the S ey ) The first of a series of four statements concernlng”

'covenant (v. 9) L T A S . the severity of punlshment is given: He ‘states that;

Cimal T Affﬁ:pf¢?xh-'h' e ) every offer of grace and blessing, accompanied by

¥R Bountrfulness. v.10. 0 PR g a warning;, brings a seven fold guilt on the rejec<

GO T . T comt ol ‘ tor (cf. wv. 18, 21, 24, 28). The phrase "pride of
“Heére is'a glorious statement relating to ' Lo power" notes that the boast in the land and their -

. the harvest of the land. It would be so.
great that before one could get the old - - ' . o ‘

. out, the new would be ready to be brought ' o €. Animal destruction. " 21, 22,

~int .. L ! Some might doubt w1ld 11fe in Israel 1n v1ew of the

" - _ . - N TR % .present industrial Israel. However, in Bible times '

N Protectfulness. vw. 11, 12... . - o o - (0.T.), they were ‘there (cf. l Klngs 13:24; 2 Klngsf

B L ‘ B ! : 2:24; 17 26 Jer. 2:15). '

power would be senseless before His judgments.

- The* very presence of God is promlsed S . N
"Here is a demonstration of spontaneous e ; a. Prov1sronal destitution. vv. 23-26.

--love. With all the blessing of a blessed =~ - o Failure to live up to the promlsed arrangement ls‘

*1and’ ‘and. people, God adds Himself. In- : : here linked with blood (swczd) - pestllence, and

. deed, His free grace is emphasized by =~ . o :‘ famine (v. 26). The emphatic pronouns’ (v. 24)° and
the words "My soul shall. not abhor you" . T ; the mention of the covenant (v. 25) show that God »

codws 11) .- Nothlng could be more thrllllng T is directly involved heré. There is utterly no way f;

'ythan what is recorded here.:»,;;< S e b " to soft-pedal the act1v1ty of the Lord 1n these L
IR : TN PN matters.:?“r' :

NOTE: All the" promlses ‘are’ Vouchsafe to Israel on - !

tie basis of the Promisor. He' puts His person Lo _

(Lord your God) on the line. - He puts His: purpose The Hebrew for thé: phrase I will walk” contrary '

on the line (brought you...not be. their. salveso. uAf~wi unto you alsc in the fury of opposition." Here is =~
‘ He puts His past deallng on the llne (I have bro= -l the word of an awfully holy and infallibly true -

ken o 0 L) Gloryl SRR ' God. He did do all this as threatened here. The

- / RN

Natlonal‘dlstortion.‘ L 27=31

o

) Lo S ,n;ﬁk&';"{f T , activity of v. 29 was done (cf. 2 Kings %:28, 29;
' 2. DISOBEDIENCE. vv. 14-39 s CL ; Lam. 4:10).

- The preface for this section is clearly” Stated ) ‘ C :
(vv. .14, 15) F;ve bwg .verbs descrlbe the . res - £. International dispersion vv. 32-39.
jection® of the: nation- of ‘the arrangements w1th . The word "enjoy" (v. 34) may be rendered "atone"

God - (hearken, do,zdesplse, abhor, break). ALl T in the sense that the land will make up the sabbaths - -~
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