
 THE BOOK OF MALACHI 
 "A Plea for Reality" (3) 
 Malachi 1:13, 14 
 
INTRODUCTION 
1.  The Lord expressed His love for Israel (1:1-5).  What a tremendous theme for it is applicable to 

every true child of God.  But such love should have reality, credibilit y, authenticity in return.  
God grant such from you and me! 

2.  Already in this chapter, the prophet Malachi has thundered his words of expectation for credibilit y 
in profession (1:6-8), gifts (l:8, 9), and work (1:10-12).  If only there were genuineness in those 
areas of our lives.  Surely God's infinite and remarkable love merits this--to say the least. 

3.  Now for our text.  Here is a plea for reality in respect to our time.  It concerns attitude in 
connection with time devoted to the Lord's work.  Consider, then, the areas in which this matter 
is directed. 

 
1.  Area #1: WORDS v. 13 
 
    The whole story is told in two Hebrew words expressed in four words of English: "Behold, what a 
weariness!"  To lead in the work of God, in view of all that has already been shown to be tedious and 
empty, had become an utter drudgery.  The joy of the Lord's service was gone!  The word used here 
means travail , toil , distress.  This was the priest's evaluation of their worship activity (cf. Ex. 13:8; 
Num. 20:14; Neh. 9:31 for this word).  The lesson is obvious: unless there is reality, the time spent in 
the work of the Lord is a huge boredom.  Dull routine becomes a bore.  How horrible.  Today's world 
calls it "burn out."  Rather than a physical problem, it really is at heart a spiritual one.  How should 
anyone take a Sunday School class, a sermon, the role of a deacon, etc.--as a nuisance, as a drab 
activity.  How could one ever hate God's work!  Surely, we should always love His work and never, 
no never, regret TIME spent in it! 
 
2.  Area #2: ATTITUDE v. 13 
 
    The root of the verb "snuffed at" means to blow, breathe or puff (cf. Gen. 2:7).  Obviously, here it is 
used metaphorically as to esteem lightly, to contemn.  The words of the priests, therefore, were 
accompanied by a bad attitude--they sniffed at the whole matter and counted it as troublesome!  
Apparently, though going through the religious acts, for the sake of appearances, they didn't enter into 
the real issues of worship.  What a horrible attitude.  What compounded the whole thing is the fact 
that it is the "Lord" (Jehovah) of hosts (armies) who made the charge.  Their meaningless worship got 
to His heart and He rebuked them!  They had ceased to say how thankful they were to be "allowed of 
God" to serve at the altar! 
 
3.  Area #3: DEEDS v. 13 
 
    This seems to be the tiny weight which broke the camel's back!  Think of it, the priests brought to 
the altar animals which were: a. Torn, a word which actually means an animal taken by force, hence 
stolen (cf. Gen. 31:31; Isa. 61:8).  This same verb is employed of those who oppress widows and 
orphans (Job 24:3; Isa. 10:2).  b.  Lame, a word which speaks for itself.  c.  Sick, a word self-
explanatory (cf. v. 8).  It is diff icult to think that priests would bring such offerings to the altar.  No 
wonder God responded and said, "should I accept this of your hand?"  The answer is obvious: "NO!"  
The offerings were totally unacceptable in and of themselves--how then, could such offerings be 

brought to the altar?!  This sort of activity is an expression of horrible spiritual poverty!  How could 
God bless this sort of worship? 
    Again, the ineffable Name (tetragrammaton) of the Lord is used here to teach the chasm between 
the offering and the God to Whom it was offered. 
 
4.  Area #4: HONESTY v. 14 
 
    Apparently the simple connective linking verses 13 and 14 expands the Lord's concern beyond the 
priests to the people.  In modern parlance, from the pulpit to the pew.  Hence, someone makes a vow 
to give a male animal (cf. Lev. 22:19) or something unblemished in thanksgiving to God (Gen. 28:20-
22; Num. 30:2) and then changes his mind.  Instead he offers something cheap.  The word "corrupt" 
means just that, hence although the offerer has the good animal, he brings a bad one (Lev. 22:25).  To 
say one thing and do another is called deceit or cheating here.  The offerer voluntarily goes back on 
his vow.  This makes it incongruous and inexcusable.  It is like Annanias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1-5).  
They made it seem they were doing right, but did evil .  Pomp and pride of this sort is despicable to 
God!  God help us never to withhold from God what is acceptable to Him! 
 
5.  Area #5: God's GREATNESS v. 14 
 
    The activity described in these verses is totally incomprehensible when considering Who God really 
is.  It is a matter of honor for there is none like Him (Psa. 139; Isa. 40).  See how Malachi describes 
Him here: 
 
    a.  He is the great KING 
        This is a frequent theme of Scripture (l Sam. 12:12; Psa. 24:8; 84:3; 95:3; Isa. 33:22; 43:15; 44:6; 
Jer. 9:19; 10:10; Zeph 3:15).  To treat a human monarch as the great King was being treated would 
have aroused anger.  How much more the KING! 
 
    b.  He is the LORD SABBAOTH (Lord of hosts). 
        This is a statement of His omnipotent sovereignty.  Used scores of times in Scripture, this 
ineffable Name of God must not be disregarded! 
 
    c.  He is the DREADFUL God 
        This is a reference to the fact of the Lord being feared among the nations (Gentiles).  Note the 
text says "my" Name.  While the priests and people of Israel do not fear, the Gentiles are found to be 
fearful!  Amazing! 
 
CONCLUSION 

There is no argument that for many pastors, Sunday School teachers, missionaries, etc., the work 
of the Lord has become a downright wearisome thing.  How sad.  But the pew is not much different.  
Many will sit down to a musical or sports activity and sit for hours--and hope for extra periods or 
innings.  But these same people will fidget and gripe about an allotted time for worship, especially if it 
runs over!  We need to be real, authentic, genuine, credible!  Can we really claim to be His own, if we 
do not submit to Him as LORD? 


