
 THE BOOK OF MALACHI 
 A Plea for Total Commitment (2) 
 Malachi 2:10-16 
REVIEW 
1.  The mark of true faith is reality, credibilit y, authenticity.  Anything that smacks of hypocrisy is to 

be counted unreal, incredible, and unauthentic.  Nothing so sours something legitimate as the 
taint of counterfeit. 

2.  The Israelites had returned from 70 years captivity in Babylon.  Under Ezra and Nehemiah 
tremendous rebuilding had taken place--the temple, the walls, the city of Jerusalem.  Urged on 
by Haggai and Zechariah, much had been accomplished. 

3.  Sadly, many in the leadership and the general populace were less than really committed to the 
Lord.  Malachi pleads for commitment l) to God's glory, 2) to obey God's Word, 3) to positive 
inter-personal relations and 4) to the marriage bond. 

 
4.  Study carefully the unflinching call of God's prophet for: 
 
1.  Total commitment to INTERPERSONAL RELATIONS v. 10 
 
    This is a general statement concerning the total population, priests and people.  A breakdown in 
relationships questions three areas: 
 
    a.  God as Father 
        This has nothing to do with the liberal idea of the "fatherhood of God" and the "brotherhood of 
man."  Moreover, the reference is not to Abraham (Isa. 51:2) nor Jacob (1:2; 2:12; 3:6), but to the true 
Father of the nation, God Almighty (l:6).  Israel terribly departed from this view (Jer. 2:27). 
 
    b.  God as Creator 
        The one God Who created the nation is the Lord (Isa. 43:1).  The point to this and the previous 
question is that the nation is related one to another by creation and fatherhood.  This is a special 
notation in Scripture. 
 
    c.  God as Covenantor 
        God set Israel apart from all others by virtue of the covenant He made with them (Ex. 19:5, 6; 
24:8).  While one might limit this to the Mosaic arrangement, other covenants were made with Israel 
which make the nation unique (Gen. 12; Deut. 28-30; 1 Sam. 7; Jer. 31; Rom. 9).  This arrangement 
with the nation was being "profaned."  This verb means to break, defile, or dissolve.  Incredible! 
 
NOTE:  The key issue is that the nation was dealing treacherously "every man against his brother."  
The verb comes from a root meaning garment, clothes.  It relates to cheating, swindling, defrauding.  
It conveys the idea of breaking faith or having a "cover up" job.  Horrible! 
 
 God is still crying out: "DON'T BREAK FAITH WITH ONE ANOTHER" 
 
2.  Total commitment to MARRIAGE vv. 11-16 
 
Four times in this section the verb "deal treacherously" is employed (vv. 11, 14, 15, 16).  It is the 
same verb found in v. 10 and really is the key word of the paragraph.  Whereas v. 10 speaks of 

general breaking of faith, these verses (11-16) are very specific.  Marriage is an ill ustration of a 
specific legal transaction.  The breaking of that covenant is in fact "dealing treacherously," "breaking 
faith." 
 
To break faith in marriage is indicated to be: 
 
    a.  An abomination.  This is something abhorrent to God which has been committed.  Two places 
are indicated: Israel (the nation) and Jerusalem (the holy city!). 
 
    b.  A profaning.  This is the same word as in v. 10.  It means to defile or dissolve.  It concerns here 
the holiness of the Lord which He loves.  This may be a reference to the temple, but it may be His 
attribute.  Whatever, it is extremely close to the Lord! 
 
    c.  A mixture.  It is not that marriage is wrong, but the kind of marriage.  Here it is a mixed 
marriage i.e. and Israelite (covenant person) with a non-Israelite (worshipper of a foreign god).  
Illustrations of this are in the O.T.: Moses (Num. 12), Solomon (1 Kings 11), and Ahab (1 Kings 16). 
 
    Why this sort of marriage is wrong is indicated by the text.  Here are the arguments: 
 
    a.  It is unfaithfulness to God v. 14a 
        Here is a clear statement that broken marriage vows were not only made between two parties, but 
with God as a witness (cf. Prov. 2:17).  Unfaithfulness in marriage is the same as unfaithfulness to 
God! 
 
    b.  It is unfaithfulness to the wife v. 14 b,c 
        No cause of the divorce is given.  The faithful partners are just flung aside in favor of devotees of 
pagan gods.  The aggravation of the divorce is seen by three phrases: "wife of your youth," "your 
companion" and "wife of your covenant."  See Prov. 5:15-21; Gen. 2:24. 
 
    c.  It is unfaithfulness to children v. 15 
        While there are many views on this verse, the one which seems most satisfactory is this: God 
made Adam and Eve only one flesh, yet He could have given Adam many wives.  He had more then 
enough of the Spirit to do this.  But God was seeking a godly offspring and such a plurality would not 
have been conducive to this result.  Children belong to God just as parents belong to Him. 
 
    d.  It is unfaithfulness to Scripture v. 16 
        "To cover the garment with violence" means to act in a violent and unjust manner toward the 
conjugal relation.  A straight forward statement is herewith made: to divorce a godly woman (wife of 
covenant) was to engage in a practice that God Himself hates!  Indeed one must guard his spirit and 
never break faith (same construction in Hebrew as Ex. 20:14). 
 
 God is still crying out: "BE FAITHFUL IN MARRIAGE". 
 
CONCLUSION 
Those who reject total commitment in the relationships indicated here (interpersonal and marriage) 
are to be excommunicated (v. 12) have their prayers unanswered (v. 13) and see their offerings 
rejected (v. 13).  Oh God, stir us up to a full commitment worthy of Thyself!  Amen. 


