
 THE BOOK OF MALACHI 
 Malachi 2:17-3:6 
Backdrop 
 
1.  Christianity gets to the heart of issues.  One of them is reality.  You really can't be a phony and be 

a true believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Credibilit y and authenticity are hallmarks of biblical 
Christianity. 

2.  Malachi, as God's instrument, pleads for Israel's leadership (priests etc.) to be genuine in their 
profession (1:6-8), their gifts (l:8, 9), their work (1:10-12), and their time (1:13, 14). 

3.  Reality and genuineness are closely associated with total commitment.  This involves upholding 
unequivocally God's glory (2:1-3), God's Word (2:4-9), God's family (2:10), God's institutions 
(2:11-16).  To play around with these issues and fail to give full  attention to them will result in 
excommunication (2:12), unanswered prayer (2:13), and rejection of offerings (2:13). 

 
4.  This brings the study to new charges from God (2:17). 
    a.  Generally 
        "Ye have wearied the Lord with your words." 
        It is diff icult to single out a specific group which is here charged, but they appear to be mockers 
who were unbelievers at heart (cf. 3:7, 13, 14). 
        The verb "wearied" expresses fatigue (cf. Josh. 24:13; 2 Sam. 23:10; Prov. 23:4; Isa. 43:22, 23). 
 The Isaiah passage is very pertinent in regard to Israel's sons being a wearisome burden to God.  But 
here, the weariness is the words of the people. 
     b.  Specifically (words of weariness) 
         There are three statements recorded: 
         1)  Everyone who does evil i s good in God's eyes.  This is not a new problem (cf. Jer. 12:1; Hab. 
1:2-4; Psa. 73). 
         2)  God takes pleasure in the wicked. 
         3)  Based on above, where is the God of justice? 
 
NOTE:  These responses were monstrous misunderstandings and wrong views of God.  See Prov. 
17:15; Isa. 5:20.  Rather God delights in positive items: law keeping (Isa. 56:4), mercy, knowledge of 
God (Hosea 6:6), justice, love, humilit y (Micah 6:8), truth (Psa. 51:8).  It was their own careless 
living and ignoring of covenant responsibiliti es which  robbed Israel of God's favor. To long for the 
arrival of the God of justice in this matter was really failure to understand the purpose for His coming. 
 
5.  The question posed by Israel about God's justice would be answered.  The  nation will observe 
God's justice in these different ways. 
 
1.  IN GOD'S SENDING v. 1a 
    Our minds are fertile in diff iculties and often find plenty of reasons not to believe what is revealed. 
 There are three persons in this first verse, the first of whom is "my messenger."  This is the 
announcing messenger and in the Hebrew is the same as the name "Malachi."  Thus, in the first 
instance, the prophet is meant. Secondly, it is a reference to John the Baptist (Mt. 11:10, 14; Luke 
7:27; Luke 1:17). Thirdly, it is a reference to Elij ah (John 1:21, 23; Mark 9:12; Mt. 12:11; Acts 3:21; 
Mal. 4:5). When God sends His messenger, there will be evidence that God is JUST.  Just WAIT; you 
will see. He will prepare the way (Isa. 40:3; 50:14; 62:10).  There will be a spiritual house cleaning to 
demonstrate the justice of God (cf. Ps. 80:9; Gen. 24:31 where the idea of "cleaning up" is noted). 

2.  IN GOD'S COMING v. lb 
    The definite article is used with Lord.  This always is a reference to God (Ex. 23:17; 34:23; Isa. 
1:24; 3:1; 10:16, 33 etc.).  The same noun is used in reference to Messiah (Ps. 110:1). 
    That the Messiah is at once Almighty God is seen by l) His coming to His temple.  2) He is the 
same as "Me."  3) He is the God of justice, Whom they seek. 
    The Messiah is called "the Messenger of the covenant."  All the covenants given to Israel are 
summed up in Him (cf. Rom. 9:1-3).  He is the Messenger (Angel) of the promises Who is called the 
"Angel of the Lord" (Gen. 16:9-11; Judges 6:12; 13:3). 
    Thus Messiah will come suddenly, a word used 25 times in the O.T. and in all but one (2 Chron. 
29:36) is associated with disaster or judgment.  It is a reference to the day of the Lord (Joel 2:11; 
Amos 5:18, 20; Zeph. 1:15).  In short, this is the second coming of Christ to the earth.  What a far cry 
from looking for temporal blessings one has not yet enjoyed! 
NOTE:  Should any doubt the veracity of these announcements, let him remember "Behold I" (v. 1a) 
and "says, the Lord of hosts" (v. 1c).  There is NO doubt.  It will be! 
 
3.  IN GOD'S REFINING vv. 2-4      This involves: 
    a.  No challengers 
        The two verbs "abide" and "stand" indicate that none (!) will persevere to resist the Lord's 
coming/appearance. 
    b.  No failures 
        This refiners fire is patent.  There is a dramatic moment in the process when the refiner knows all 
dross is gone.  It becomes a liquid mirror in which the image of the refiner is reflected.  It is done!  
The fuller's (laundry man's) soap will do the same--separate dirt from the garments (Jer. 2:22). 
    c.  No exceptions 
        The sons of Levi will be cleansed so that they may offer acceptable offerings.  It will be after the 
cleaning that the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasant to the Lord.  The good old days 
will have returned. 
NOTE:  God is NOT pleased with evil doers as some claimed (2:17).  Only clean people please Him. 
 This is the truth about God's justice. 
 
4.  IN GOD'S JUDGING v. 5 
    Consider the insolent behavior of the mockers.  God promises He will come near to judge and be a 
swift witness against seven sins, each of which is forbidden by the law. 
    a.  Sorcerers.  Ex. 22:18, Lev. 20:7; Deut. 18:14. 
    b.  Adulterers.  Ex. 20:14 
    c.  False swearers.  Ex. 20:7; Lev. 19:12. 
    d.  Oppression of laborers.  Lev. 19:13; Deut. 24:14, 15. 
    e.  Oppression of widows  )   Ex. 22:22-24 
    f.  Oppression of orphans  )   Lev. 19:10 
    g.  Oppression of aliens     )   Deut. 24:19-32; Zech. 7:10 
    This catalogue of sins really shows a lack of fear towards God Who is the Lord of hosts. 
 
Dropoff 
Those who cried foul in 2:17 and demanded God give an account of His justice were guilty of 
enormous crimes.  They were doing the things of which they accused God.  Some day, God will t ake 
the stand and witness against the lives of people who please themselves and do evil .  At that day no 
one but no one will stand before Him!  Thus Isaiah 1:18 NOW. 


