
 THE BOOK OF MALACHI 
 "The Immutabilit y of God" 
 Malachi 3:6-12 
 
Introduction 
 
1.  Malachi is a true messenger from the Lord (3:la).  Others who follow in his footsteps as 
messengers of the Lord are John the Baptist (Mt. 11:10, 14; Luke 7:22; 1:17) and Elij ah (Mal. 4:5; 
John 1:21, 23; Mark 9:12; Mt. 17:11; Acts 3:21). 
2.  No matter what messenger of the Lord comes, the intent is to find reality, authenticity, 
genuineness, and credibilit y among His people. 
3.  God does not approve those who refuse total commitment to His glory (2:1-3), His Word (2:4-9), 
His family (2:10), His institution of marriage (2:11-16).  He is a God of justice and will certainly deal 
with the wicked.  The sending of His servants proves this (3:1a), the coming of Messiah proves this 
(3:1b) as does His refining (3:2-4) and His judging (3:5). 
4.  Let it be ground into granite: salvation is by grace through faith, BUT the evidence of it is 
demonstrated in the LIFE LIVED (James 2:14-26). 
5.  As believers are expected to live out their true confession, they have a perfect example in the Lord. 
 Scripture is clear about His immutabilit y i.e. He is changeless.  This is evident in His 
 
1.  DESCRIPTION v. 6 
 
    The very character of God is unchanging.  But not as some inanimate object.  Rather, God is 
absolutely dependable.  He can be counted upon in every facet of li fe or crisis.  The emphatic 
personal pronoun is used here to enforce the truth.  To say that the Lord is immutable is not to say 
what many do about Hebrews 13:8.  It is NOT that Jesus heals, raises the dead, etc. because He is the 
same.  Rather, the context (v. 7) indicates the Hebrews were to  emulate the faith of their leaders.  
Why?  Jesus (is the) Christ--yesterday, today, and forever i.e. do not forsake the Messiah and go back 
to the temple sacrifices.  In brief: He stands always as the Christ! 
 
2.  EVALUATION vv. 6b, 7a 
 
    It is true that the "sons of Jacob" are indestructible.  They are God's chosen people, but their 
survival is linked with His dependabilit y.  While they could have been destroyed, they were not.  Yet, 
their history is one of utter unfaithfulness.  All the way back to the fathers, they have been in 
noncompliance. 
 
3.  INVITATION v. 7b 
 
    The only way for Israel to reverse their ruptured relations with God is to "return unto Me."  God 
had not swerved from His faithfulness; Israel had not changed from unfaithfulness.  But Israel had 
been so long going the wrong way, she had a blind spot.  She could not imagine what "return unto 
Me" really meant!  How stupid can one get?! 
 
4.  ACCUSATION vv. 8, 9 
 
    The key here is that Israel had robbed (better "is robbing") God (Me!).  To return to God would 

mean to keep His rules, to play the game right!  Failure to give the "tithes and offerings" was among 
the best known unkept rules to which Malachi could point.  It is but one example of guilt .  The 
"whole nation" was at fault!  It is God Who is defrauded, not the priests or some institution--ye 
robbed "Me." 
    Because of this state of affairs, they were cursed.  This probably meant crop failure, low yields, and 
barrenness.  The seriousness of this issue is underscored by the threefold use of the verb "rob" (cf. 
Prov. 22:23).  The curse idea shows that since they robbed God, they robbed themselves. 
 
5.  INJUNCTION v. 10 
 
    The two verbs "bring" and "prove" are imperatives, hence commands.  The "storehouse" may have 
been a three storied lean-to surrounding the surrounding Temple on three sides.  It would have had 
several rooms to serve as receptacles for the tithes and offerings (cf. 1 Kings 6:5, 6); 2 Chron. 31:11, 
12).  As a response, God would "open" and  "pour" abundantly until there is lack of room to contain 
all that God sends or until the heavenly source has been exhausted.  The challenge is there: dare to 
exhaust or strain God's goodness! 
 
6.  BENEDICTION vv. 11, 12 
 
    Really there are three blessings promised: 
    a.  Destruction halted 
        The reference may be to locusts.  All hindrances will be frustrated so fruitfulness abounds. 
    b.  Nation exalted 
        Everywhere men would call the Jews blessed (cf. Gen 12:1-3; Psa. 72:17).  In fact, the land itself 
is to be a place of delight and attraction.  Thus, Israel would prove to be God's witness to the nations. 
 
Conclusion 
The message is obvious: play the game according to the rules and blessing will follow (Psa. 1:1-6)! 
 
 Summary Note on Tithing 
Primary Scripture: Lev. 22:30-33; Num. 18:21-32; Deut. 12:5-18; 14:22-29. 
Tithe Notations: Pre-Sinai; Gen. 14:20 cf. Heb. 7:1ff; 28:22.  Sinai: Here the tithe was incorporated 
into the law.  There is some confusion here, but the rabbis decided on three tithes: First Tithe: given 
to Levites who in turn tithed to the priests.  Second Tithe: The remaining 9/10th was again tithed and 
consumed in Jerusalem.  Those at a distance could turn tithe into money and buy in Jerusalem to 
consume there.  Third Tithe: This was in the third year (perhaps a second tithe) called the Poor Tithe 
(Deut. 26:12-15).  Tithe of fruit/grain could be redeemed for 1/5th above the market value.  Animals 
could not be redeemed!  Post-Sinai: Hezekiah called for it (2 Chron. 31:4-12).  Storehouses were 
used in times of Nehemiah (13:10-14).  Offerings were above and beyond the tithes!  Some estimate 
an Israelite might give to God as much as 25-30% of his income.  In any case, crops could not be 
used until tit he given (Lev. 23:44).  The LAW is a hard taskmaster. 
Grace Giving:  Read Rom. 6:14 and then 1 Cor. 16:1, 2: believers are to give:  Systematically (first 
day).  Personally (every one).  Habitually (lay by him in store).  Proportionately (as God has 
prospered).  Regularly (no gatherings).  Spiritually (your liberality). 
 
The Old Testament had its appeal (1 Chron. 29:10-19) and the New Testament has its appeal (2 Cor. 
8:8, 9).  So be it!                                     


