
THE BOOK OF MALACHI 
"The Great Day of the Lord" 

Malachi 4:1-6 
Preview 
1.  Israel is expected to serve the Lord according to the rules i.e. the revealed Word of God (3:6-12).  

When this is done, all the nations will call her blessed and the land will be a delight (v. 12). 
2.  But there are the unbelieving in the nation who question God.  They ask three questions (v. 14): 

about God's service, God's Word, and God's li fe-style.  This ungodly group speak horribly 
against God (v. 15). 

3.  On the other hand, there is a Godly remnant in the nation.  They l) fear the Lord, 2) think on His 
Name, 3) reap His benefits (vv. 16, 17).  There is a marked difference between the righteous and 
the wicked (v. 18). 

4.  Now we come to the next and final segment of the book.  Since there are differences between the 
righteous and the wicked, what are they?  These differences are clearly evident: 

 
1.  DESTINIES 4:1-3 
 
    a.  Of the wicked 
        This is all related to "the Day."  This is recorded five times (3:17; 4:1, 3, 5).  It is imperative to 
identify this "Day."  It is not man's day (1 Cor. 4:3) which is now.  It is not "Day of Christ"( Phil 1:6, 
10) which is the rapture.  It is not the Day of God (2 Peter 3:12) which is the final conflagration of the 
present world.  Rather, this is the "Day of the Lord."  In this context, it has reference to the future 
grand finale, embracing God's judgments to be visited on the earth (tribulation) and the reign of 
righteousness (mill ennium).  All previous occasions when God intervened in history may have been 
viewed as "the Day of the Lord" (cf. Obad. 15; Joel 1:15; 2:1; Isa. 13:6; Zeph. 1:7, 14; Ezek. 30:3), 
but they were only previous samples, or earnests of the climactic conclusion to history indicated here! 
 
        l)  Wicked will burn as a furnace (4:1) 
 
            This is a terrible reality which offsets the claims of the ungodly (3:15).  The language used 
here is not to be diminished. 
 
        2)  Wicked will be as stubble (4:1) 
 
            Like dry, highly combustible stubble (chaff), the wicked will flare into flame. 
 
        3)  Wicked will be as an uprooted tree (4:1) 
 
            This is a statement of utter destruction.  They have no hope, no future, no brighter day. 
            It is a time of unparalled pouring out of God's judgment against the wicked (not just 
wickedness!).  The N.T. confirms this O.T. truth (2 Thess. 1:7-10).  Let no one think that this means 
annihilation of the wicked.  Scripture is manifestly clear that death is followed by judgment (Heb. 
9:27).  Moreover, those judged while on earth will yet face the Eternal God in a future judgment (no 
annihilation!!)--read Mt. 11:22, 24. 
 
    b.  Of the righteous 
        These are described as those who "fear My Name" (4:2).  For this meaningful phrase, compare 

3:16.  The destiny of these believers is in tremendous contrast with the wicked. 
 
        1)  Righteous will enjoy Sun of Righteousness (4:2) 
 
            This indicates that righteousness in all it s effects will arise for the God-fearers.  It will be a 
time of victory and healing.  The long years of suffering endured by the righteous will end with the 
refreshing delivering appearance of the Son of God.  What a glorious bright day that will be! 
 
        2)  Righteous will go forth like released calves (4:2) 
 
            How great is the deliverance recorded!  With the coming of the Breaker (Micah 2:13), the 
opportunity for freedom and release has finally come! 
 
        3)  Righteous will t read down the wicked (4:3) 
 
            As the promises of God (Gen. 3:15; Rom. 16:20), so the wicked will be ashes under the feet of 
the righteous.  When?--in the day I do this (i.e. on the day I act) (4:3).  Ah, beloved, things are not out 
of God's control today.  He is simply waiting for His moment, His day.  His action then will be 
suff icient (cf. Isa. 63:1-6)!  God's eternal order will be vindicated. 
 
2.  APPEALS 4:4-6 
 
    These final verses of the chapter and the book are not an appendix nor an editorial addition.  They 
do, however, serve a fitting final word to the major sections of the book.  The appeal is mainly for the 
righteous to continue.  There are three areas properly suggested: 
 
    1.  The Law of Moses (4:4) 
 
        This is to be remembered (v. 4).  It is not to legislation, but to the God of the Law.  It is a call to 
return or keep in remembrance the tenets of faith and practice.  Surely, in the light of what Malachi 
has taught, this appeal is worthy: don't forget the Word of God! 
 
    2.  The Messenger Elij ah (4:5, 6). 
 
        Elij ah will come eschatologically as stated.  His purpose is noted--to bring the remnant to 
subjection to the will of God.  What a glorious purpose!  John sought to do this, but the nation 
refused to accept him.  The Elij ah of the future will succeed.  Don't forget the Servant of God. 
 
    3.  The Curse of God (4:6b) 
 
        "Curse" is an involuntary devotion of something to be totally destroyed (cf. Josh. 6:17).  Such a 
prospect/fate must be avoided at any cost.  Don't forget the punishment of God. 
 
Postview 
The message is clear: give to God what is His by right and title or He will give to you what is yours 
for rejecting His longsuffering grace.  This was God's message to Israel 400 B.C.  It is His to us 
today!  Amen. 


