
 
 
 CANONICAL ANALYSIS 
 See under study of Micah 2:1-13 
 
 
 SYNTACTICAL ANALYSIS 
 
 Paragraph divisions 
 
A.  Call to heads and rulers vv. 1-4 
 
    v. 1  And I said.  Hear ye  (      ) 
                        heads (     ) of Jacob           ) 
                                                         )  cf. 
v.9 
                        rulers (     ) of house of Israel)    

 

                is it not for you to know justice? 

    v. 2                         ye who hate the good 
                                    who love the evil 
                                    who pluck off their skin from 
                                                          off them 
                                      their flesh from their bones 
 
    v. 3                            who also eat the flesh of my  
                                                         people 
                                       flay their skin from off   
                                                         them 
                                       break their bones 
                                       chop them in pieces 
                                            as for the pot 
                                            as flesh within the   
                                                          caldron 
 
    v. 4  Then (   ) shall they cry unto Jehovah 
            but (      ) He will answer them 
 
                         Yes (   ) He will hide His face from them 
           at that time according as (        ) they have wrought 
            evil in their days 
 
B.  Call to prophets vv. 5-8 
 
    v. 5  Thus (     ) says Jehovah concerning the prophets (    ) 
                                                  that make my    
                                                     people to err 
                                                  that bite with 
                                                    their teeth 
                                                  that cry,peace 
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               and whoso does not put into 
                  their mouths                  they prepare war 
                                                 against them 
 
    v. 6   Therefore (      ) it shall be night unto you 
                                            that ye shall have) 
                                                no vision     ) 
                              it shall be dark unto you       ) 
                                            that ye shall not ) 
                                                divine        ) 
                                 (and (  ) 
                                 (      the sun shall go down on ) 
                                 (            the prophets       ) 
                                  (and (  )                       
) 
                                 (    the day shall be black over) 
                                               them              ) 
 
    v. 7  And (  ) the seers shall be put to shame 
          And (  ) the diviners confounded 
          And (  ) they shall all cover their lips 
                   For (   ) there shall be no answer of God 
 
    v. 8  But (      = on the contrary) as for me (    ) 
                                                 I am full of 
power 
                                             and 
                                                      of judgment  
                                             and 
                                                        of might  
  
                                           by the Spirit of 
Jehovah 
 
                to make known            to declare unto Jacob his 
                  Hilfil form                   transgression 
                                          to Israel his sin 
 
C.  Call to heads and rulers vv. 9-12 
 
    v. 9  Hear this (      ) ye heads (     ) 
                               (   of the house of Jacob 
                               (rulers (     ) 
                               (of the house of Israel 
 
                             that abhor justice 
                             that pervert all equity 
 
    v. 10                they build up Zion 
                                          with blood 
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                   and  
                         (they (build) up) Jerusalem  
                                          with iniquity  
 
 
 
    v. 11  The heads                   (and yet     (Is not  
                 judge    for   reward (lean upon   (Jehovah  
                                      (Jehovah     (the midst  
                                      ( and        (of us          
                                       ( say                       
             The priests                    
                 teach    for   hire  
                                                    (no evil  
                                                    (shall        
             The pr ophets                             (come  
                 divine   for   money                (upon us     
 
 
    v. 12  Therefore (     ) for your sake  = 
                      shall Zion  be plowed as a field  
                      shall Jerusalem  become heaps  
                      Mt. of the house  as the high places of the  
                                                 forest  
 
 Theme sentences  
 
    Paragraph #1  vv. 1 - 4.  It is time for justice, but evil  
prevails.  God withdraws.  
 
    Paragraph #2 vv. 5 - 8.  P rophets hurt  the people, hence no word 
from God.  But Micah is a different sort of prophet (v. 8).  
 
    Paragraph #3 vv. 9 - 12.  All  leaders practice evil, seek money  
in doing it.  Therefore, judgment will come upon the land.  
 
 Basic flow of the paragraph  
 
    It is time for justice, but evil prevails, therefore God  
withdraws  vv. 1 - 4 
    a.  Call to hear v. 1  
    b.  Evil practiced vv. 2, 3  
    c.  God`s withdrawal v. 4  
 
    The prophets  hurt the people, hence no word from God, but  
Micah is different  vv. 5- 8 
    a.  People hurt v. 5  
    b.  God`s Word withdrawn v. 6  
    c.  Prophets shamed v. 7  
    d.  Micah different kind of prophet v. 8  
 
    All leaders (heads, rulers, prophets) practice evil,  get money 
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unlawfully, therefore judgment comes on the country (land and 
people).  vv. 9-12 
    a.  Evil practiced vv. 9, 10 
    b.  Covetousness practiced v. ll 
    c.  Judgment (for leader`s sake) upon the land v. 12 
 
 
 
 How material develops between paragraphs 
 
    There are three key words: hear (       ) in vv. 1 and 9 and 

thus (       ) in v. 5.  In Hebrew (       ) is used in verse 8 as 

a strong emphatic adversative particle.  Twice therefore (     ) 

is used (vv. 6, 12).  Frequent use of the waw consecutive (  ) as 

seen in vv. 6, 7. 

 VERBAL ANALYSIS 

 Figures of speech 

1.  v. 3   as for the pot 
           as for the cauldron 
 
2.  v. 5   bite with the teeth 
 
3.  v. 6   night, dark,  
           sun, day 
 
4.  v. 10  build with blood 
           build with iniquity 
 
5.  v. 12  plowed as a field 
           become heaps 
           as high places of the forest 
 
 Theological terms 
1.  v. 6   vision 
           divine 
 
2.  v. 7   prophet 
           diviners 
 
3.  v. 8   power 
           judgment 
           might 
 
4.  v. 11  reward 
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           hire 
           money 
 

 Theological terms, selective study 

    Three terms are used in the text regarding those who 

professedly receive messages from God (vv. 6, 7). The first is 

"prophet" (      ).  While the deviation of the word is debated, 

the essential idea is that of an authorized spokesman.  The second 

is "seer" (       ).  Of the 22 occurrences, 11 are connected with 

the name of a particular person, noting his office as a prophet 

(cf. 2 Sam. 24:11).  The identity of office between           and 

           is shown in 2 Kgs 17:13.  While     (from     to see) 

is not used in this passage, it should be mentioned.  It is found 

with the other two terms in one verse (l Chron. 29:29).  Freeman 

sug- gests the following distinction between these terms:       

stresses the objective or active work of God`s messenger.        

and        emphasize the subjective element.  They point to the 

method of receiving the message while        the actual speaking 

forth.  The third term in the text is     .  It is a term used in 

reference to some variety of divination and is usually referred to 

in Scripture disparagingly (here).  Based on Theological Wordbook 

of the O.T., Vol II, pp. 545; Hobart Freeman, An Introduction to 

Old Testament Prophets, pp. 37-41. 

 THEOLOGICAL ANALYSIS 

 Allusions to previous events 

1.  v.  7  Shame   Lev. 13:45 

2.  v. 11  Priests - teach gratis Lev. 10:ll; Num. 18:20; Deut.   
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            17:8-11, 21:5 

           Desire for money - Balaam  Num. 23 

3.  v. 12  Mt. of the house - Moriah  Gen. 22 

 Key theological terms 

    Since Micah distinguishes himself as an authentic 

representative of God (v. 8) as opposed to the false ones (vv. 6, 

7), the term "prophet" is worthy of further study.  The root of 

the verb is under question.  Four major views exist: l) From the 

Arabic root "to announce."  2) From a Hebrew root "to bubble up." 

 3) From an Akkadian root "to call."  4) From an unknown Semitic 

root.  In this case the meaning is taken from the word`s usage and 

not its etymology.  There are three important passages to study.  

The first 

is Exodus 7:1, 2.  Based on this passage, a prophet is one 

authorized to speak for another.  The second is Numbers 12:4-8.  

From this passage, a prophet is a person who qualifies only if God 

has genuinely given him a message to speak.  The third is 

Deuteronomy 18:l5, l8, l9.  Five certifying signs of a prophet are 

given: l) Must be an Israelite.  2) Must speak in Jehovah`s name. 

 3) Must have supernatural knowledge of the near future.  4) Must 

perform some other miraculous sign. 5) Must be in conformity with 

previously certified revelation.  As compared with the false 

prophets (vv. 6, 7), Micah claimed to be authentic.  He describes 

himself as being full of power (     ) and this by the Spirit of 

Jehovah (     ).  He also claimed judgment (         ) and might  

 (          ).  These qualities qualified Micah to declare        
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  (         ) to the nation its transgression (       ) and its 

sin  (         ).  How great is the need for qualified men sent by 

God today! 

Based on Theological Wordbook of the O.T., Vol II, pp. 544, 545. 

 Analogy of faith selected 

A particularly interesting analogy of faith is indicated by the 

complaints of Micah about the leadership in Israel.  The three 

groups who departed from their responsible privileges are the 

judges  (               ), the priests (         ) and the 

prophets  (          ).  These are all indicated by the prophet 

because of their sin.  The heads who made judicial decision 

expected reward   (        ), hence accepted bribes (cf. Ps 15:5; 

26:l0; 1 Sam. 8:3). This practice is distinctly forbidden by the 

law (Ex 23:8; Deut. 16:19).  The priests taught and that for hire 

(        ).  Because the priest`s portion was assigned by law, he 

was to teach without remuneration (cf. Num. 18:20; Deut. l8:2; 

l7:8-ll; 21:5l; Lev. 10:ll; Ezek. 44:23, 24; Mal. 2:7).  The 

prophets (        ) were also guilty in expecting wages.  The verb 

"divine" (      ) is always used in a bad sense in the O.T., hence 

false prophets are obviously in view.  The text states that 

although these classes of leaders practiced wickedness, they still 

believed God was blessing them.  Despite their thoughts, God`s 

judgment would fall on them   (v. 12). 

 HOMILETICAL ANALYSIS 

 Summary sentence 

    The leadership of Israel (heads, rulers, priests, prophets) 
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all practice evil, hence judgment will come upon them and the 

land. 

 Focal point 

    Micah is a different sort of leader (v. 8).  He is unique 

among those who have leadership in the nation. 

 Justification for the focal point 

    The use of the strong adversative "but" (        ) is 

significant.  Moreover, Micah`s claim to power, judgment, and 

might are for a purpose.  Note the Hifil form of the verb i.e. 

causative.  Meanwhile, Jacob and Israel are filled with 

transgression and sin. 

 Message outline 

    Proposition: Attention to proper conduct is essential for 

those in leadership positions.  Mark well the practices (key word) 

of poor leaders. 

    A.  Their practice of injustice vv. 1-4 
        1.  By hating good vv. l, 2 
        2.  By abusing people vv. 2, 3 
        3.  By unavailing prayer v. 4 
 
    B.  Their practice of deceit vv. 5-8 
        1.  By not prophesying the truth v. 5 
        2.  By not receiving revelation vv. 6, 7 
        3.  By not regarding prophetic example v. 8 
 
    C.  Their practice of iniquity vv. 9-12 
        1.  By acting ruthlessly vv. 9, 10 
        2.  By accepting bribes v. 4 
        3.  By precipitating disaster v. 12 
 

 Concluding appeal 

    Leadership is a rare privilege.  It is not everyone who 

qualifies.  Moreover, to take a leadership role and fail to 
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maintain proper conduct is at once disastrous and utterly 

shameful.  Injustice, deceit, and iniquity must be vigorously 

rejected.  No sober believer in leadership can deny that position 

among the saints demands an equal conduct.  Is not the public 

interest of Christ and His cause more important to you than 

anything? 

    How can you stand before Christ in the day of judgment if you 

desert your responsibilities.  Oh, I beg you, if you are to 

continue to serve God and His people, consider your high calling, 

consider your great privilege.  Give diligence to serve the Lord 

in rectitude, in faithfulness, and in honesty.  Do it! 

 Commentator comparisons 

    Keil and Delitzsch view   the words of v. 10 that Zion was 

built with blood and Jerusalem with iniquity as a reference to 

obtaining the means of erecting splendid buildings by cruel 

extortions.  They also suggest the verse means it was done by 

actual judicial murders and Ahab (1 Kings 21) is given as an 

example.  Another view is that blood and iniquity actually refer 

to injustice, oppression, and the crushing of inferiors by those 

in leadership.  This would be subjective and find an example in 

Solomon (l Kings 12:4).  A spiritualizing of the words suggest 

they mean the cheapening of luxuries and comforts at the price of 

souls.  Another view is that it refers to the Jews who shed the 

blood of Christ so that the Romans would not take away their place 

and nation (John 11:48).  Rather than giving a reply to some of 

these fanciful notions, it is best to understand the text in its 
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plain and natural meaning suggested by the context.  Set between 

verses 9 and 11, there is an obvious reference to perversion of 

justice and adherence to Scripture concerning the judges, priests, 

and prophets.  Extortion, which may have involved actual murder, 

are the "blood" and "iniquity" by which Jerusalem and Zion were 

built. 

Based on Feinberg, Keil and Delitzsch, Kelly, and Pusey.  


